
By Margie CarterFor most people, when theythink of the pool, they think ofsummer fun, sun block, donut
floats, and cannonballs off thediving board. However, there’sa whole world that revolvesaround the complete opposite.

Hundreds of children in Cen-tral Illinois spend the coldestmonths of the year perfectingtheir dives, breathing, andstroke techniques in what isknown in the competitiveswimming world as ShortCourse Season.The Tuscola City Pool ishome to the Tuscola Torpe-does in the summer, but Tus-cola swimmers who wish tocompete in the winter have theoption to join YMCA teams innearby Mattoon or Champaign.Though swimming is con-sidered a team sport, withhigher individual placing earn-ing teams more points, mostswimmers will tell you thatthey are racing their owntimes; always pushing toachieve a new personal record,aka PR. Records aren’t the onlyreason why fast swimmingtimes matter. Meets at thislevel of the sport can some-times require swimmers meetspecific time standards toenter.For eight Tuscola swim-mers, last weekend kicked offchampionship season with the2022 Illini District Champi-onship. Fifteen swim teamssent a total of 449 swimmersto Districts, all having madethe cut with qualifying times inindividual events. Unlike sum-mer championships whereswimmers only need one qual-ifying time for meet entry withunlimited event selection oncein, for Districts swimmers canonly swim in events that theyhave qualified for.Swimming for the Cham-paign YMCA team, The Heat,was Emma Lacine (8), Macken-zie Carter (9), Emma Carter(9), and McKenna Lacine (12).

Swimming for the MattoonYMCA team, The Samy Seals,was Sami Walker (10), GracieWalker (10), Ainsley Rennert(11), and Olivia Witheft (11).In 8 & under, Emma Lacinequalified for 2 events and cameaway with a new PR in 25ydfreestyle.In 10 & under, MackenzieCarter swam 5 events, set 2new PR’s, and placed 7th withher 200yd freestyle relay team.Emma Carter swam for 6events, set 2 new PR’s, andplaced 6th with her 200ydmedley relay team and 7th in200yd freestyle relay.In 12 & under, McKenna

Lacine swam 8 events, set 4new PR’s, and placed3rd in both her 200yd medleyand freestyle relay teams. Shealso placed 10th in 200ydfreestyle.Sami Walker swam in 2events and placed 7th with her200yd freestyle relay team.Gracie Walker swam 3events, set 1 new PR, andplaced 7th with her 200ydfreestyle relay team. She alsoplaced 10th individually in100yd backstroke.Ainsley Rennert swam 5events and set 4 PR’s. She alsoplaced 7th individually in 50ydbutterfly with a time of 33.10

seconds, qualifying her for theYMCA Short Course StateChampionships.Olivia Witheft, a Torpedofrom Pesotum, swam 3 events,set 2 new PR’s, and placed 7thwith her freestyle relay team.In addition to Ainsley Ren-nert’s State cut, she will alsojoin the Samy Seals relay teamat State along with GracieWalker and Olivia Witheft.The Heat’s 10 & undergroup placed 1st for their agegroup, and the team overallplaced 4th. State eligibility hasyet to be updated and relayteams have not been an-nounced.
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Eight tusCoLa torpEdoEs qualified for 2022 illini district Championships. From left, (back)
sami Walker, gracie Walker, mcKenna Lacine, olivia Witheft, ainsley rennert, (front) Emma
Carter, mackenzie Carter, Emma Lacine. Photo by Margie Carter.

Emma LaCinE sets new personal record in 25yd breaststroke, dropping 1.31 seconds. Photo
by Margie Carter.

Emma CartEr (left-bottom) and mackenzie Carter take
their place on the podium with their 200yd freestyle relay team
after being awarded 7th place medals. Photo by Margie Carter.

Tuscola swimmers qualify for state championships




