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Shifts in food purchase patterns could be permanent

By DANIEL GRANT
FarmWeek

The pandemic greatly accel-
erated online food purchases
and created a new revenue
stream for many restaurants in
the form of curbside sales.

And now, even as masks
come off with the lifting of
mandates at many locations
around the U.S., those trends in
the food industry are expected
to continue or even grow.

Andrew Harig, vice presi-
dent of tax, trade, sustainabil-
ity and policy for the Food
Industry Association, and Hud-
son Riehle, of the National
Restaurant Association, dis-
cussed food industry trends
during USDA’s 98th annual Ag
Outlook Forum.

“2021 was one of the most
difficult years we’ve faced,
even more so than 2020, with
COVID, supply chain disrup-
tions and inflation that carried
into 2022,” Harig said.

“Consumers are being re-
markably resilient. We've seen
a big rise in online shopping,
but a real anxiousness to get
back to stores to select items
for themselves.”

A recent survey shows con-
sumers’ preferred method of
shopping is a combination of
in-store and online at 35%, fol-
lowed by 34% in-store only
and 28% online. The remain-
ing 3% reported no preference.

These shopping trends are
expected to continue with
nearly two-thirds of con-

sumers now purchasing at
least a portion of their food on-
line. The top influencers of
food purchases are good value,
product quality and overall
price, Harig reported.

Meanwhile, the restaurant
industry bounced back last
year from tremendous losses
in 2020, but nowhere near pre-
pandemic levels. Restaurant
sales totaled just $659 billion
in 2020 (down from a forecast
entering the year of $899 bil-
lion) before recovering to
around $800 billion last year.

“There has been some re-
covery from the depths of the
pandemic,” Riehle said. “And
(sales) continue to improve,
but it looks to be another year
of transition.”

The food service industry
continues to deal with a shift in
sales from in-house to takeout,
high food and transportation
costs, and a lack of available
workers. Wholesale food price
inflation jumped 7.8% last year.

Only six states had as many
or more food service workers
at the end of February com-
pared to pre-pandemic levels,
according to Riehle. In Illinois,
the number of food service
workers is still down about
12% compared to pre-pan-
demic levels.

“On-premises restaurant din-
ing is still down significantly,”
Riehle said. “Drive-through,
curbside and delivery has been a
lifeline to the industry.”

Looking ahead, Riehle fore-

sees more streamlining of
menus in restaurants to adjust
for supply issues along with
the use of more technology and
more online orders.

“It’s going to be a while be-
fore we can make adjustments
to get the supply side caught
up,” Harig said. “Really, for the
first time, I think a lot of con-
sumers are beginning to real-
ize just how complex the
supply chain can be.”

And the situation is even
more complex now due to
drought in South America and
the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. Those two countries
account for about 29% of
global wheat exports.

“The inflation story is really
an energy and food price spike

story,” Jacob Shapiro, chief
strategist for Perch Perspec-
tives, told FarmWeek.

In Europe, for instance, en-
ergy prices were up more than
28% year over year and food
prices increased more than 5%
while other items increased
just 2.3%, Shapiro noted.

“The Russia-Ukraine war
will only exacerbate that,” he
said. “Unless (the two sides)
reach a settlement soon, ex-
pect higher inflation, especially
driven by energy and food
prices.”

This story was distributed
through a cooperative project be-
tween lIllinois Farm Bureau and
the lllinois Press Association. For
more food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.

State Supreme Court reviewing FOID law constitutionality

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD - The Illinois
Supreme Court is being asked
for a second time to decide
whether a state law requiring
gun owners to have a firearm
permit is unconstitutional - a
question the court previously
declined to answer.

The case involves a White
County resident, Vivian Clau-
dine Brown, who was charged
in March 2017 with possession
of a firearm without a Firearm
Owner’s Identification, or FOID
card.

The charge was filed after
her husband had called the
White County Sheriff’s Office
to report that she had fired a
gun in their home. When offi-
cers arrived, they found a rifle
beside her bed but no evidence
that she had fired it.

Nonetheless, she was
charged with the crime. But a
circuit judge in White County
threw out the charge, saying
the Illinois law requiring po-
tential gun owners to fill out a
form, provide a picture ID, un-
dergo a background check and
pay a $10 fee to obtain a FOID
card was unconstitutional, at
least as it applied to Brown.
The judge said it imposed a
burden on Brown’s Second
Amendment right to keep a
firearm in her own home for
self-defense.

The circuit court went on to
say, even though Brown’s at-
torneys never raised the issue,
that it is impossible to comply
with the act in one’s own
home. That’s because it would
mean anybody who had knowl-
edge of a firearm in the home
and exclusive control over the
area where it was kept could
be construed as possessing the
gun and therefore would have
to have their FOID card on
their person 24 hours a day.

The state appealed that de-
cision directly to the state
Supreme Court, but in April
2020, the high court declined
to answer the question of the
law’s constitutionality. Instead,
it said the White County court
had rushed to rule on the law’s
constitutionality when it could
have decided the case on other
grounds, namely that the Gen-
eral Assembly never intended
the FOID Card Act to apply in
the home.

The Supreme Court then
sent the case back to White
County with instructions to
enter a modified order that did
not touch on the constitution-
ality question.

The White County court did
that, but then in an unusual
move, Brown’s attorneys asked
the court to reconsider, arguing
that the modified order forced
Brown to take a position she
didn't want to take and one
that would ultimately be over-
turned on appeal, thus delay-
ing any final resolution of the
case, possibly for years.

The circuit court agreed and
reinstated the charges against
her. Brown’s attorneys then
filed a new motion to dismiss

on constitutional grounds. The
judge then upheld that motion,
finding that “any fee associated
with exercising the core funda-
mental Constitutional right of
armed self-defense within the
confines of one’s home vio-
lates the Second Amendment.”

The state then appealed
that decision back to the Illi-
nois Supreme Court.

During oral arguments
Wednesday, Assistant Attorney
General Garson Fischer argued
that the law imposes only a
minimal burden on people
wishing to own firearms and it
serves a legitimate state inter-
est of keeping guns out of the
hands of felons and mentally ill
individuals.

“It imposes a de minimis
burden on law-abiding citizens
to allow the state to determine
whether they are, in fact, a law-
abiding citizen who has the ab-
solute right to possess a
firearm in their home for self-
defense, or falls into one of
these high-risk categories,” he
said. “The FOID Card Act is the
mechanism by which the state
answers that question.”

Fischer also noted that
Brown never applied for a
FOID card in the first place and
therefore should not be al-
lowed to argue that the law
was overly burdensome.

Appellate defense attorney
David Sigale, however, argued
that the law imposes a signifi-
cant burden because it pro-
vides for criminal penalties
against those who don’t com-
ply, even if they are otherwise
entitled under state and fed-
eral law to own a firearm.

In addition, he argued that
the law is duplicative because
there are already state and fed-
eral laws prohibiting people
with felony convictions or cer-
tain kinds of mental illness
from owning a gun. He also
noted that the screening
process the state uses to deter-
mine whether someone falls
into one of those categories is
fallible, which results in people
who are eligible for a FOID
card having to file appeals, and
sometimes even hire attorneys,
to overturn a wrongful denial.

“So the burden is not de
minimis, and the effect is not
de minimis,” Sigale said. “It is
not quick, it is not easy.”

Some of the justices, how-
ever, still seemed to question
whether the Supreme Court
even needs to address the con-
stitutional question. Chief Jus-
tice Anne Burke questioned
why Brown'’s attorneys asked
the White County court to re-
consider a decision that effec-
tively dropped the charges
against her.

“Is it ethical for a criminal
defense attorney to move to
vacate an order that grants his
client complete relief?” she
asked.

Attorneys on both sides,
however, argued that it was be-
cause the order that the White
County judge would have is-
sued - dismissing the charge
on the grounds that the FOID
Card Act doesn’t apply to pos-

sessing a gun in one’s own
home - probably would not
stand on appeal.

Justice Mary Jane Theis also
hinted that the court could
send the case back to White
County as it did before. She
then asked Sigale what his eth-
ical obligation would be in de-
fending Brown before an
appellate court if the White
County court dismissed the
charge on statutory grounds

and the state appealed to the
Fifth District Court of Appeals.

“I guess, at best, I would
have to say something ethically
along the lines of, if the Fifth
District agrees with the posi-
tion of the circuit court and
that original order, then we'll
take the dismissal and go
home,” Sigale said. “But [ would
not argue that the trial court
was correct.”

The court took the case

under advisement but did not
indicate how long it might take
to issue a decision.

The case has drawn the at-
tention of national gun control
advocates such as the Giffords
Law Center to Prevent Gun Vi-
olence and Everytown for Gun
safety, along with gun rights
advocacy groups like Guns Save
Life Inc., and the Firearms Pol-
icy Foundation, all of whom
submitted or contributed to

amicus briefs in the case.

The city of Chicago and
Cook County also filed an ami-
cus brief in support of the FOID
law, saying it has been an effec-
tive tool in helping them com-
bat gun violence.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan news service covering state
government and distributed to more
than 400 newspapers statewide. It is
funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert R. Mc-
Cormick Foundation.
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TIMED ONLINE * NO-RESERVE

FARM EQUIPMENTAUCTION

BIDDING CLOSES: WED., APRIL 13, 2022 STARTING AT 10:00 A.M.*

pump; Big Ox 8 3-pt. blade

EQUIPMENT LOCATED ATTHE FARM NEAR PESOTUM, IL

HIGHLIGHTS: '92 Case-IH 7130 2wd tractor, 4,119 hrs.; '89 Case-IH 7130 2wd tractor, 5,592 hrs.; ‘90
Case-IH 1640 2wd combine, 4,540 hrs.; ‘91 Case-IH 1020 20’ platform; '05 Case-IH 2206 & row 30"
corn head; 6 row 30" down com reel; Case-1H Cyclo Air 900 12 row 30" planter; International Cyclo Air
800 16 row 15” planter; Easi-Load 3-box seed tender; Case-IH 4800 25' field cultivator; Landoll 2200
Weatherproofer Il 5-shank disk ripper; International 490 24 disk, 7.5" spacing; Intemational 183 8
row 30 cultivator; Brent 880 grain cart, 20" auger; (2) Brent 440 gravity wagons; Hutchison 8°x57'
auger; Hutchison 8°x56' auger; 8"x62" auger; DMI 11-knife pull-type NH3 applicator; Woods 3180
15" batwing mower; '88 GMC 7000 grain truck, 216,245 mi.; Chem-Farm Inc. 200 gal. saddle tanks;
110 gal. fuel transfer tank; (10) Case-IH suitcase weights; 425/65R22.5 tire & wheel; Assorted danish
tines; Auger hoppers; Assorted planter parts; Bachtold weed mower; Snapper tiller; Wooden wagon
tongues; Assorted implement tires & wheels; Cat Il quick hitch; 3-pt. head mover; ‘82 International
5088 2wd tractor, 3,755 hrs.; Progress 2,000 gal, aluminum tank; Honda GX160 eng. w/Banjo 2"

MIKE & SAIKO ROSENBERGER

Equipment Questions: Mike (217) 649-4590
Auction Managers: David Smith (217) 841-0821 & Matt Sullivan (309) 221-7001

WWW.SULLIVANAUCTIONEERS.COM | LIC. #444000107

HUGE SPRING 2 DAY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION -

Consign Early for Maximum Exposure!

APRIL 29TH LARGE EQUIPMENT AUCTION

1 April 30th Golf & Turf/Lawn & Garden/Support Equipment/Attachments
1 We Are Looking for Quality Used Equipment: Construction - Skid Steers - Excavators - Trucks
1 & Trailers - Hay & Forage - Planting & Tillage - Tractors -Lawn & Garden - Recreation and More! 1
1 Onsite & Online Bidding Available Visit Our Website For Complete Listing & Photos 11
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WWW.POWERSAUCTION.COM

Taking Consignments Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
POWERS AUCTION SERVICE

101 E Murray ST Browntown W1 53522
Office (608) 439-5761

Mike Powers (608) 214-5761
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION

APRIL 27, 2022

A

202,000 SQ. FT. WAREHOUSE/MANUFACTURING FACILITY
T0 BE SOLD ABSOLUTE, REGARDLESS OF PRICE

300 SHELHOUSE RD.
RANTOUL, ILLINOIS

Approximately 1 hour drive from Chicago’s south suburbs.
Exceptional proximity to |-57 and direct rail access.

The currently vacant property is situated on 10 acres with an
additional 10 acres available. Clear height ranges from 24 to
30 ft. with 16 loading docks and drive-in doors.

Previously Valued Over $15,000,000 * Suggested Opening Bid $250,000
On-site Inspections Noon to 2pm April 4, 14, and 20th

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
Rick Levin & Associates, Inc. | since 1991

312.440.2000 | www.ricklevin.com

IN CONJUNCTION WITH JBS ADVISORS

2/3 BLOCK LONG,

Vanderen & Jeffero

Asking $6,500~ =

OPPURTUNITY KNUCKS
LARGE CORNER LOT
IN NEWMAN

Imagine the poss_:iiities

Ph. 618-316-9972

1/2 BLOCK DEEP

b S

.'Erl

DOUGLAS COUNTY:
HOW HAS THE
PANDEMIC
AFFECTED YOU?

Looking for written, oral, video submissions on
how your life, business, workplace, school,

family, health has been

affected by COVID-19

for historical documentation project.

Douglas County Health Department is taking

vour submissions now. For more information,

contact Colleen Lehmann at

colleen.lehmann@douglascountyil. com or call

217-253-4137 X 1229,

Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.






