
By Daniel L. ChamnessWhile there is no team scoreat the Illinois Top Times In-door Track Championships atIllinois Wesleyan University inBloomington, if you are keep-ing score, the Lady Warriorswould have had 47 points.In the Class 1A state cham-pionships, the division thatTuscola will be competing in, itwould have been enough toearn a trophy in three of thelast four track seasons. Oneyear, 47 points would havebeen enough to win the statetitle.As will likely be the case onnumerous occasions duringthe outdoor season, the LadyWarriors were led by MurrayState University-commit Alyssa

Williams, who won two indi-vidual titles at the top timesmeet.Williams won the second tolast event of the day, the 200-meter dash. The senior dashedto the finish line in 25.93 sec-onds to win the event by72/100ths of a second.Tremont's Cambria Geyer tooksecond in :26.65.It was the second victory ofthe day for the Lady Warriorsenior, who started the daywith a victory in the 60-meterdash. Williams ran the backstraightaway at Illinois Wes-leyan University in :07.74.Once again, Geyer was there,slightly behind Williams in:08.06. She was second in thatas well.

"This is special and I havewaited for this for long time,"said Williams. "I am healthyand ready for more. We justhave to get out there and per-form. I enjoy the indoor sea-son and the outdoor season.My freshman year I had someinjury problems, then therewas the pandemic. Last yearwas my first true year of out-door track and field. I amready for another year of out-door."Sandwiched between thetwo individual wins was lead-ing the 800-meter relay to afourth place finish. Williams,the lone senior on the team,combined talents with juniorMia Hausmann and freshmenKenna Clodfelder and Lia Pat-

terson to run a time of1:50.62. The team was lessthan one second from thechampionship in that event.Maroa-Forsyth took first witha 1:50.07.Williams picked up herfourth medal of the meet in thelong jump. The future Racertrack team member recorded aleap of 5.44, which was goodfor second."Alyssa was absolutelyamazing all night," said DrewSterkel, Tuscola's head coach."Every time I watch her com-pete, it makes me realize thatathletes like her do not comealong often. I find myself for-getting to turn on the stopwatch just so I can see her run."Patterson would also place

third in the 400-meter dash,running 1:00.74."I was happy with the relayand the 400," said the fresh-man. "But, I was troubled thatI opened the meet with a dis-qualification in the 60-meterhurdles. I knew that I had tochange my attitude or I wouldnot do well for the rest of themeet. All my teammates weregreat about encouraging me.Even the other competitorsfrom other schools were en-couraging and uplifting. I hadto forget the disqualificationand move on. I feel like Ipushed myself and did not giveup."Clodfelder also competed inthe triple jump. The freshmantook 12th in 9.74 meters.

The Warriors will begin theoutdoor season tonight at Sul-livan. The meet will featureseveral teams and is slated tostart at 4:30 p.m. They alsohave a home meet on Thurs-day, featuring five other teams.The meet will feature boys andgirls in both cases and will alsostart at 4:30 p.m."Three of our girls (AddyPettry, Harley Woodard andAlondria Tapia) were availableto run in the relay if needed,"said Sterkel. "They came tosupport their teammates aswell. That made me so proudto see such a selfless act tocheer on and support theirteammates."

March 30, 2022                                                                                                               Tuscola Review Page 9

Lady Warriors leave Top Times
meet holding eight medals




