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AUCTIONS FOR SALE

MISC

Most of the things affectingagriculture this month hap-pened far away from DouglasCounty. War in Eastern Europe,inflation in this country, andrunaway energy prices are inthe national news. The ag pressis concerned about drought inSouth America and the U.S.wheat belt. Other stories trackthe spread of bird flu aroundthe nation and now in Illinois.Farmers were already fac-ing fertilizer prices double ortriple what they were a yearago, depending on the product.Ukraine, Russia, and Russianally Belarus are sources of fer-tilizer. Russia is the world'ssecond-largest producer of ni-trogen and potassium fertiliz-ers and the fifth largestproducer of phosphorus fertil-izer. It seems likely the currentconflict will affect that produc-tion, and certainly shipping itout to the end-user.The U.S. doesn’t buy muchfertilizer from the area, but wehave a world economy. Canadais the source of much of ourpotassium fertilizer, but theyhave been a large importer ofRussian nitrogen and phospho-rus. Canada will find that plantfood somewhere and pay moreto get it. I have discussed be-fore that natural gas is thefeedstock for nitrogen fertil-izer. That price remains high.The fertilizer suppliers I

hear from say we are ok forthis spring. Most if not all out-lets would have filled up imme-diately after applications lastfall. It is this fall and beyondthat become a concern. As longas Eastern Europe is at warand energy prices are high, fer-tilizer will be expensive. Wecan only skimp on applicationsfor so long.Ukraine and western Russiaare also sources of corn andwheat for the world's market.30% of global wheat exportscome out of that area of theworld, along with 21% of cornexports. I heard a market ana-lyst say he thought Ukrainemight plant half of its springcrops but there was no way toknow how that happens in awar zone.Wheat on our Board ofTrade was limit up for a weekand corn went up a dollar onthe news of the war. Both com-modities have traded up anddown recently but remain his-torically high. Dry weather inthis hemisphere comes intoplay as well. With the uncer-tainty of a crop in Eastern Eu-rope, the U.S. needs at leastaverage crops to make up forthe shortfalls elsewhere. Themarkets are jittery with muchof our wheat belt in a droughtand the dry conditions creep-ing into the Corn Belt.The warmer temperatures

gave us a sense of urgency andwe have been going over ourspring equipment. Weswapped the combines andheads for the tillage equip-ment. At a minimum, we checktire pressures and grease bear-ings. One of the field cultiva-tors needs all the sweeps thatengage the soil changed. Wetried to order an extra tire forone implement and were toldthat size has been back-or-dered since September. Theweight of the implements androad speed when we movemeans we need large heavytires. We don’t need it yet, butwe wanted a spare on hand incase we had trouble findingone.So far, we have not had toomuch trouble finding the re-pairs we need, although wehave heard horror stories fromothers. Long delays in findingspecialized parts like the tirewe need is a big fear. I knowthat some of the electronics forplanter controllers are hard tofind. Anything we use in agri-culture is going to be a low pro-duction item. There are a lot oftractors and planters in thecountry, but there are manymore cars and televisions. Youcan go buy another TV if yoursgives out. We might not findanother planter monitor thateasily.I was fortunate to go to

Washington D.C. in early Marchwith a group of 12 IllinoisFarm Bureau members andstaff. We were out there for justthree days, but we packed a lotof legislator visits, Zoom meet-ings, and educational sessionsinto that time. All the Repre-sentatives we saw seemed re-ceptive to the message we leftthem, and we had virtual ses-sions with both of our sena-tors. American Farm Bureaustaffers updated us before thevisits.One of our messages wasthat the nation needs to keepthe Renewable Fuel Standardfor blending ethanol into gaso-line and that should be uppedto 15% year around. Thatwould instantly extend ourpresent supply of gasoline by5%. That seems like a no-brainer when the public iscomplaining about high fuel

prices. In Illinois, and nation-ally, there are calls to suspendor change gas tax amounts.That would be fine but raisingthe ethanol percentage used ingas would have instant eco-nomic benefits.When grain prices jumped,there was an immediate call tosuspend the RFS so food wouldnot become more expensive. AsI said last month, the farmer'sshare of the food dollar isaround 14%. The increase intransportation costs fromhigher fuel prices is likely toraise food prices by more than$7 a bushel of corn $10 dollarwheat will. Google says a bushelof wheat makes 42 loaves ofbread so that a loaf of bread has25 cents of wheat in it, even at$10 a bushel. At current prices,there is about 15 cents of cornin a box of cornflakes.Another message we have

our legislators in Washingtonwas about the importance ofcrop insurance to agriculture.March 15 was the deadline tochoose the coverage level afarmer wanted from this cropyear. One thing I hope I haveconveyed in these columns isthe tremendous risk we faceeach year when we plant acrop. Federally subsidizedcrop insurance helps us withthat risk.The University of Illinois es-timated last fall that it wouldcost nearly $700 an acre toplant corn. Beans were less atabout $400, in large part be-cause soybeans don’t need ni-trogen fertilizer. Thoseexpenses have not gone downin the months since then. Thatestimate did not include landcosts. We are going to bet a lotof money on the weather in thecoming year and hope for aprofit at harvest. Crop insur-ance lets us share some of theweather and price risk inher-ent in farming.I hope that we will bestarting fieldwork before Iwrite again. Please watch forus on the roads as we movefrom field to field. Every yearthere are senseless accidentsbetween farm machinery andpassenger vehicles. Pleaseslow down. Thank you forreading about agriculture thismonth.

Global events cause concerns for ag

ST. LOUIS (March 23, 2022)– A commitment to continuousimprovement in environmen-tal and economic sustainabil-ity. A contribution to the bodyof agronomic research thatpushes the needle forward onefficiency. An innate call to beone’s personal best.These are the hallmarks ofthe American farmer. It is thissteadfast spirit that the Na-tional Corn Growers Associa-tion tips its hat to every year aswe salute farmers from acrossthe country for their effortsand exceptional results in theNational Corn Yield Contest.Through their efforts, NCGAmembers contributed valuabledata that will help all growersovercome incredible obstacles

as they continue to drive effi-cient and sustainable agricul-tural production.Ryan Albin of Tuscolaplaced second in the state B:Conventional Non-IrrigatedClass with a yield of 322.3768bushels per acre. The hybridused in the winning field wasDEKALB DKC66-18RIB.Albin was one of 530 statewinners nationwide. The 2021contest participation included7,213 entries from 47 states. Ofthe state winners, 27 growers– three from each of nineclasses – were named nationalwinners, representing 14states.The average yield amongnational winners was morethan 376.7593 bushels per

acre – more than double theprojected 2021 U.S. average of177 bushels per acre. Whilethere is no overall contest win-ner, yields from first, secondand third place farmers’ overallproduction categories toppedout at 269.4164 bushels peracre.“The National Corn YieldContest provides a specialtwo-fold opportunity — con-tribute to the knowledge thatwill help corn farmers thrive inthe future while enjoyinggood-natured competition andcamaraderie with their peerstoday,” said Lowell Neitzel,chair of NCGA’s Member andConsumer Engagement ActionTeam. “At its core, NCGA shapesdynamic, change-driven farm-

ers, from the grassroots ac-tivists speaking up on policy is-sues to the dedicated farmerleaders who lead our organiza-tion.“As farmers, we alwaysstrive to do more with less. Weinnovate using data, technol-ogy, and hard-won expertise.We work tirelessly to leave ourfarms better for the next gen-eration, with gratitude to thosewho cared for it before us.Challenge yourself to be a partof building our tomorrow! I in-vite new and old faces alike toenter the contest in 2022. Iurge you to learn how to startmaking that positive changetoday by going to ncga.com.”Farmers are encouragedthrough the contest to utilize

new, efficient production tech-niques.Agronomic data gleanedfrom the contest revealed thefollowing:• Average planting popula-tion for the national winnerswas 38,111 seeds per acre,compared to 34,751 for all en-trants.• National winners appliedan average of 276.1851 poundsof nitrogen, 82.5925 pounds ofphosphorus and 134.0740pounds of potassium per acre.• Average commercial nitro-gen use per bushel of yield was0.88 pounds for the nationalwinners and 0.89 pounds forall entrants.• 40 percent of the nationalwinners applied trace miner-

als, compared to 41 percent ofall entrants.• 45 percent of nationalwinners applied manure, com-pared to 18.35 percent of allentrants.The National Corn YieldContest began in 1965 with 20entries from 3 states. At thattime, the highest overall yieldwas 218.9 bushels per acre,while the national yield aver-age was in the mid-60bushel-per-acre range.All 2021 contest winnerswere invited to attend the 2022Commodity Classic held March10-12, 2022, in New Orleans, La.For a complete list of winnersand for more information aboutNCYC, visit the NCGA website atwww.ncga.com.

Tuscola farmer earns top state honors
in national corn yield competition




