
By Daniel L. ChamnessNine times out of ten,Meridian guard GrahamMeisenhelter would miss thethree pointer from over 60 feetaway from a very distant rightwing with less than one secondto play.But, on Friday night, it wasthe one time out of 10 that hewould make it.The three-pointer by theHawk senior guard abruptlyended the game in doubleovertime, with Meridian win-ning a 82-79 victory over theWarriors. With the long dis-tance shot, he also ended oneof the classic trilogies of the2021-2022 basketball season."That was something thatyou see on television, not inreal life," said Meisenhelter ofthe shot. "When I let it go, Ithought "that is actually has achance". When it went in, Icould not believe it. We rotatedour guards a little bit, becausewe were trying to stay awayfrom Jalen (Quinn) a little bit."But, on the final shot of thegame, it was not Jalen Quinnthat Meisenhelter needed toworry about. It was JordanQuinn. The sophomore got upin the air and attempted toblock/alter the shot as theclock drained away. The soph-omore did everything heneeded to do, but it was not tobe.With each contest betweenthe Central Illinois Conferencefoes, the intensity and thestakes got more and more im-portant. The Hawks would wintwo of the three game trilogywith Tuscola as each matchupwill go down as a classic intheir own right.While that was the finalbucket, it was not the only timethat Meisenhelter had broughtthe Hawks back from the jawsof defeat. In the final minute ofsecond overtime, he would nailanother three pointer, this onea little closer to the basketfrom the right wing.In the opening overtime pe-riod, Tuscola would be leadingby as many as five points whenJalen Quinn nailed an old-fash-ioned three pointer with 36.5seconds left. The three pointshad Tuscola leading 68-63.But the Hawks were not tobe denied. They got a layupfrom Mekhi Phillips with :22left in the first overtime and apair of free throws fromPhillips with only :13.1 left onthe clock. At the end of the firstovertime, the two teams weredeadlocked at 70. Meisenheltersent the game from regulationwhen he drove down the mid-

dle of the lane and hit the tyingbucket with :29 to play.The Hawks entered thegame fired up and put the firstnine points on the board. But,every single person in theEnlow Center knew that wasnot going to be the way thegame would ultimately go. Pre-ston Brown, a 6-foot-4 TuscolaWarrior senior, scored the firstpoints for his team grabbinghis own missed shot and hit-ting a bucket with 4:52 to playin the first. Tuscola would usethe three point line to get backinto the game and got a treyfrom James Parsley early in thesecond quarter to tie up thegame at 16-16.The Warriors would scorethe first seven points of thesecond quarter. After Parsleyhit his trey, Jordan Quinn andJalen Quinn each nailed abucket. Meridian would regainthe lead by using the threepointer, getting one trey fromPhillips and another fromHurelbrink. The Warriors finalscore of the first half was athree-pointer from Jalen Quinnfrom the top of the key. Merid-ian would hold a 28-25 lead in-termission as GrahamMeisenhelter hit a layup anddrove the baseline to hit an-other bucket.Easton Cunningham woulddrain a pair of three pointers,both from the top of the key,in the third quarter. The long-ball efforts, combined withthe normal scoring prowessof Jalen Quinn and hisyounger brother JordanQuinn, turned the tide of thegame and gave Tuscola a 46-44 lead as they ended the

third and opened the finaleight minutes of play."We had a couple of oppor-tunities there to extend thelead beyond the five points,"said Justin Bozarth, Tuscola'shead coach. "That was a creditto Meridian. The last shot ofthe game. If he had to take thatshot 10 times, he probably onlymakes it one time. Losing bythat little is tough, because youcan drive yourself nuts playingthe what-if game. I wish wecould have pushed and ex-panded the lead, but it simplydid not work out. They madesome big shots."Jalen Quinn finished with 37points for the Warriors. He wasjoined in double figures by Jor-dan Quinn, who had 17 points.The Warriors finish the seasonwith a 28-7 record."One sports writer said itwas like Ali-Frazier," said Shan-non Houser, Meridian's headcoach, of when the two teamsfaced each other. "This cer-tainly felt like Thrilla inManilla."To illustrate how close theteams were, talent wise. theWarriors were ranked ninth,tied with two other teams, inthe final Associated Press Pollof Illinois High School Associa-tion Class 1A Teams. Meridianwas ranked seventh in thesame poll.The 2021-2022 Warriorbasketball team will be to-gether as a team one final timeon March 21 at 7 p.m. for theWarrior Awards banquet. Atthat time, award winners fromthe various entities, includingTuscola High School, will beannounced.
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PresTon BroWn (0) keeps the ball away from Drew Hurelbrink of the Meridian Hawks as
both athletes play for their respective teams in the effingham st. anthony sectional Final. Photo
by Daniel L. Chamness.

Warriors eliminated from Sectional on last-second shot

Tuscola senior Jalen Quinn tries to negotiate around the Meridian Hawk defense in the sectional title game. it took double overtime for the Hawks to overcome the Warriors. also pictured
from the Warrior basketball team in the shot are Preston Brown (0) and Jordan Quinn (23). Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.




