
Gunner TaylorGerald “Jerry” “Gunner”Taylor passed away suddenlyon March 6, 2022, at age 80. Hewas born in 1941 in Cham-paign to Drusilla and Bob Tay-lor. He lived in Champaign untilthird grade, when the familymoved into his grandparents’home in Tuscola.Mr. Taylor graduated fromTuscola High School in 1959,then attended Southern Illi-nois University, graduating in1963. Following college heserved in the Illinois NationalGuard, then worked at Cater-pillar in Decatur for 30 yearsas a material handler.In high school, Mr. Taylor wasa founding member of the

Wheels Car Club, and was in-strumental in re-establishingthe club in the 1990s. He alsoserved as a chairman of DucksUnlimited, and was an activemember of the Kaskaskia Coun-try Club, where he loved to golf.He met his future wife,Shirley, in the Wheels Car Club,and at age 56 ended his bache-lor days. Together, Gunner andShirley spent the next 24 yearstraveling, going to car cruises,attending concerts and per-formances, and spoiling theirthree grandchildren. Last sum-mer they visited their favoriteplace, Yellowstone NationalPark, with their grandchil-dren.Mr. Taylor is survived by his

wife, Shirley, of Arcola; step-daughter Jennifer Booker-Smith; son-in-heart JasonSmith; and grandchildren,Calder, Christina and FeiferSmith, all of Bloomington.Funeral services will beheld at 11 a.m., Thursday,March 10, at the HilligossShrader Funeral Home, 705South Main Street, Tuscola,with the Rev. Brent Budd offi-ciating. Burial will follow in theMt. Zion Township Cemetery,Mt. Zion. Visitation will be held1 hour prior to the services atthe funeral home.In lieu of flowers, the familyasks for donations to theAmerican Cancer Society, theTuscola Public Library or the
Arcola Public Library.Online condolences may beshared via hilligossshraderfh.com.
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David DobsonDavid R. Dobson, 87, of Tus-cola, passed away at 12:34p.m., Saturday, March 5, 2022,at the Piatt County NursingHome, Monticello.Funeral services will be heldat 11 a.m., Friday, March 11, atthe Hilligoss Shrader FuneralHome, 705 South Main Street,Tuscola, with the Rev. LesEvans officiating. Burial willfollow in the Bement TownshipCemetery, Bement. Visitationwill be held from 5 to 7 p.m.,Thursday, March 10, at the fu-neral home.Mr. Dobson was born on April8, 1934, in Decatur, the son of

Winfred and Florence ClodfelterDobson. He married CarrieL. Ard on November 2, 1952, inBement. She preceded him indeath on March 3, 2018.Survivors include his sons,Kim (Debbie) Dobson of Monti-cello and Brian (Lynn) Dobson ofLutz, Fla.; daughters, Jill Dobsonof Champaign and Carla (David)Boyer of Hoopeston; eightgrandchildren; 13 great-grand-children; and his sister, BeckyLynch of Chatham.He was preceded in deathby his parents.Mr. Dobson graduated fromBement High School in 1952.He then graduated from IllinoisState University and later

earned his master’s degreefrom the University of Illinois.Mr. Dobson was a schoolteacher and basketball coachfor 19 years in several areaschools including Villa Grove,Bement, Arcola, Cerro Gordo,Astoria, Oakwood, Rossvilleand Shiloh school districts. Hethen served as a principal atthe Shiloh School District for14 years, retiring in 1992.Mr. Dobson was a member ofthe Tuscola First ChristianChurch and the Tuscola KiwanisClub. He was an avid fan of theChicago Cubs, Chicago Bears, Uof I Fighting Illini and MarchingIllini. He enjoyed playing golf.Memorial donations are suggested to the Tuscola FirstChristian Church.
Dobson

Jack PostlewaitJack A. Postlewait, 69, ofTuscola, passed away suddenlyon Friday morning, March 4,2022, at the Carle Founda-tion Hospital, Urbana.Services celebrating his lifewill be held at 2 p.m., Tuesday,March 8, at the HilligossShrader Funeral Home, 705South Main Street, Tuscola,with Pastor Roger Wood offici-ating. Visitation will be heldfrom 12 noon until 2 p.m.Tuesday at the funeral home.Mr. Postlewait was born onDecember 14, 1952, in Cham-paign, the son of Alex and Laura M. Foltz Postlewait. Hemarried Deborah J. Lewis on

June 8, 1970, in Tuscola. Shesurvives.Also surviving are his sons,Tim (Anna) Postlewait of Tus-cola and Mark (Steffanie)Postlewait of Oswego; daugh-ter, Tracy (James) Andersonof Tuscola; grandchildren,Matthew, Scott, Kayla, Colton,Elliot, Evan and Emma; broth-ers, Danny (Shirley) Postle-wait of Tuscola, RichardPostlewait of Charleston, LeePostlewait of Atwood, Alex(Patty) Postlewait of Riddle,Ore., Tom Postlewait of Mar-tinsville; sisters, Susan Colonand Gail Johnson both of Tus-cola and Jeanette (Frank) Utz

of North Zulch, Texas.He was preceded in deathby his parents.Mr. Postlewait worked as achemical operator at Cabot Cor-poration in Tuscola for 35 years,retiring in 2008. He was a mem-ber of the Tuscola Moose Lodge.Mr. Postlewait enjoyed singing,gardening, working around theyard, spending time outside withhis grand kids, eating good foodand he was an avid Chicago Cubsfan.Memorials are suggested tohelp pay for funeral expenses.Online condolences may beshared via hilligossshraderfh.com.
Postlewait

Taylor

Dianne MurphyDianne Lynn (Conlin) Mur-phy, 67, of Arcola, passed awaypeacefully on March 1, 2022,surrounded by her family ather daughter’s residence inGallatin, Tenn. She fought acourageous battle with lungcancer for the past four years.Mrs. Murphy was born on Sep-tember 4, 1954, to Laurenceand Lucille Conlin of Arcola. OnMay 9, 1992, she married BillyJoe Murphy in St. John the Bap-tist Catholic Church in Arcola,where she has been a lifelongmember.Mrs. Murphy graduatedfrom Arcola High School in1972. After her time at Park-land College and Eastern Illi-nois University, she held manybookkeeping positions. Someof her best memories werespent with coworkers at JohnDeere, Blaw Knox, and theDouglas County Courthouse.In May of 2020, Mrs. Mur-phy began her favorite job yet,being a grandma. She lovedbeing a grandma more thananything in the world. Her “Ad-dison Days,” as she called them,brought so much joy and ex-citement to her life. She oftensaid being a grandma was herreason to keep fighting thegood fight.Mrs. Murphy had a passionfor family and volunteer work.She was in attendance for asmany of her nieces’ andnephews’ games as she couldbe, and often had them over forsleepovers and fun adventures.She loved her nieces, nephews,and greats as her own, and itwas evident. Mrs. Murphyserved on the Arcola Recre-ation board for over 20 yearsand has been a member of theArcola Lion’s Club for 11 years.She believed that communitywas centered around volunteerwork. Mrs. Murphy enjoyed or-ganizing and running several

youth sports, delivering hospi-tal equipment and meals, andhelping in anyway she could tobetter her community.Mrs. Murphy is survived byher loving husband of nearly30 years, Billy Joe Murphy;their daughter and son-in-law,Lauren Estelle and Jon JamesJenkins; and her treasuredgranddaughter, Addison Claire,all of Gallatin, Tenn.; siblings,Larry (Pam) Conlin of Neoga,Karen Faler of Arcola, Mike(Shawn) Conlin of Moweaqua;and brother-in-law, Scott Lath-rop of Bloomington. Also sur-viving are several nieces,nephews, great nieces, andgreat nephews. She was pre-ceded in death by her parents;sister, Janet Lathrop; andbrother-in-law, Mark Faler.Mass of Christian Burial willbe held at 10 a.m. on Friday,March 11, at St. John the Bap-tist Catholic Church, 205 SouthPine St., Arcola. Father JohnTitus will officiate. Burial willbe in the Arcola Cemetery. Vis-itation will be held from 3–6p.m. Thursday, March 10, at theEdwards Funeral Home, 221East Main St., Arcola.Memorials may be made tothe Arcola Lion’s Club or theAmerican Cancer Society in aneffort to fight the never-endingbattle against cancer.

Murphy

Ralph BrooksRalph K. Brooks, 89, of ruralTuscola passed away at 9:10a.m. on Monday, March 7,2022, at the Arthur Home.Funeral services will beheld at 11 a.m. Thursday,March 10, at the Edwards Fu-neral Home, 221 East Main St.,Arcola. The Rev. Mike Knepperwill officiate. Burial with Mili-tary Rites conducted by theTuscola VFW will be in theCartwright Cemetery in ruralTuscola. Visitation will be heldone hour prior to the funeral,on Thursday at the funeralhome.Mr. Brooks was born July20, 1932, in Veteran, Wyo., theson of Owen Ellsworth andAda Myrtle (Thomas) Brooks.He married Roseann Benefielon July 23, 1953, in Newton.She passed October 4, 2020.He is survived by children,Karen Brooks (Kenny) Bennerof Tuscola, Jeff (Geri) Brooks ofLincoln, Sheryl Morris of Tus-cola; Jim (LaDonna) Brooks ofRichmond Heights, Mo.; grand-children, Amelia Benner (JerryNowicki) of Springfield, LilyBenner (Marcel Tran) of Plano,Texas, Elizabeth (Justin) Brunsof Port Byron, John (Deana)

Brooks of Lincoln, Kelli (Tay-lor) Hilgendorf of Jacksonville,Mo., Nathan Bartley of Tuscola,Kyle (Caitlin) Morris of Homer,Abby Brooks of St. Louis Park,Minn., Luke (Chandler) Brooksof Tulsa, Okla.; great grandchil-dren, Anna Marie Brooks andTobias Dean Brooks of Lincoln,Ty Brooks Hilgendorf and AdaJay Hilgendorf of Jacksonville,Mo., Eleanor Rose Nowicki ofSpringfield; sister, KathrynWhite of Nashville, Tenn.;brother, Bob Brooks and sister-in-law, Janet Brooks, both ofNewton.He was preceded in deathby an infant grandson, AndrewRobert Benner; sister andbrother-in-law, Ruth and GlenGorman; brother, MauriceBrooks; and sister-in-law,Anita Brooks.He served in the U.S. Armyduring the Korean War andwas a farmer and electrician.He played Santa Claus formany years at CartwrightUnited Methodist ChurchChristmas programs and iscurrently a member of theFirst Christian Church, Tus-cola.He made many sacrifices forhis family to feel safe and

loved; instilled financial re-sponsibility and a good workethic to his children and grand-children and was always therewhen needed.Memorials may be made toSt. Jude Children’s ResearchHospital, Memorial and HonorProgram, 501 St. Jude Place,Memphis, TN 38105.https://www.stjude.org/do-nate/donate-to-st-jude.html.Written in honor of his80th birthday by his grand-daughter, Amelia Benner:When I think of Granddad Iimagine him sitting on the topof the step ladder out in themachine shed, handing downhis wisdom like Moses fromthe mountaintop.Scattered around him onthe concrete floor are odds andends from the innards of somepiece of machinery, and theknees of his age-paled bluejeans and the tips of his fingersare dark with grease. He sitsleaning slightly forward, hishands folded, his feet planted.And then he looks up andsucks in a long breath thatwhistles between his teeth.“Hey,” he says. “He-e-e-y, lis-ten.” And then he tells you astory.

His stories are about thingsthat happened long ago: inWyoming, in Korea, in JasperCounty and Atwood and Hills-boro. Some of them have amoral, a lesson to be learned,while others are just observa-tions on the peculiarities oflife.I think maybe this is themost important thing he’staught me: how to tell a story,how to look into the past andimpose some kind of meaningon it, how to craft a narrativeout of the details of everydaylife. That, and if someone offersyou a banana from their lunchbox, take it.

Brooks




