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East (38 points) and Blooming-
ton Central Catholic (37
points).

The boys, who were also
competing shorthanded,

without the basketball play-
ers, in other words. The meet
was packed with large teams
like the girls meet was. Tus-
cola took 17th with 15 points.
Forty teams posted a score on
the boys level as Normal West
won the team title with 47
points.

Krish Patel was the leading
athlete for the Warrior boys.
He finished fifth in the triple
jump, leaping 11.53 meters.
Bryce Graves, a sophomore,
took seventh in the 200-
meter dash. He finished in
:24.23.

The pair were also two
parts of the 800-meter relay.
They combined forces with
Ben Hornaday and Conner
Lewis to take seventh in
1:40.57.

"We have got a core group
that has been hard at work
since mid-January," said Tus-

cola head coach and athletic di-
rector Ryan Hornaday. "We are
setting the foundation now to
reap big dividends in May."

The boys and girls both
started their season at the Uni-
versity of Illinois Armory as
they started their indoor sea-
son at the University High
Mini-Meet #2. Ironically, both
the Warrior boys and girls
scored 55 points.

The boys however finished
second, losing only to the St.
Joseph Ogden Spartans, who
finished with 96 points. Ur-
bana University High took

third with 52 points, while
Tolono Unity took fourth with
50 points.

The Tuscola 3,200-meter
relay comprised of Logan Wal-
lace, Riley Nolan, Will Foltz and
Mason Veach took second in
9:01.18.

Conner Lewis (long jump),
Tristan Gadomski (60-meter
hurdles) and the 800-meter
relay all finished third in their
events. Lewis recorded a leap
of 5.66 meters, while Gadom-
ski finished in:11.13. The relay
team of Hornaday, Graves,
Patel and Lewis finished in

1:41.10.

Tyson Macaulay (shot put,
11.16 meters) and Lewis (60-
meter dash, :07.73) both fin-
ished fourth, while Graves
(60-meter dash, :07.74) took
fifth.

The Warrior girls were once
again led Williams, who posted
a pair of wins, which was 20 of
the Tuscola 55 points. In the
first indoor meet of the year,
Wiliams dashed to the finish
line in :07.92 to win the 60-
meter dash. In the long jump,
Williams finished with a leap of
4.97 meters to win.

Hasting took second in the
shot put with a throw of 9.54
meters, while the 800-meter
relay team of Williams, Haus-
mann, Pettry and Clodfelder
ran a 2:01.84, which was also
good for second place.

Pettry took third in the 60-
meter hurdles, running a
:11.81. Clodfelder, only a fresh-
man, took fourth in both the
60-meter dash (:08.75) and
long jump (4.31 meters)

St. Joseph Ogden took first
with 112 points, while Tolono
Unity took second with 82
points.

Madigan
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throughout the indictment.
And that's the core of our evi-
dence in this case. It's the
words that are spoken by peo-
ple. It is the things that show
up on documents, and those
are the things that actually
formed the basis for the
charges that we brought.”

It was July 2020 when
Lausch’s office first made clear
that Madigan was the subject
of investigative activity with-
out mentioning the former
speaker by name.

At that time, the “the
Speaker of the Illinois House of
Representatives and the
longest serving member of the
House of Representatives” was
named as “Public Official A” in
a deferred prosecution agree-
ment in which utility giant
Commonwealth Edison admit-
ted to a yearslong bribery
scheme.

While the name “Michael
Madigan” didn’t appear in the
38-page DPA, the court docu-
ment made clear that ComEd’s
bribery scheme involved hir-
ing close associates of the for-
mer speaker to win his
support for legislation that
was favorable to the company.

In May 2021, Madigan'’s for-
mer chief of staff, Tim Mapes,
was indicted on obstruction of
justice and lying under oath
charges.

Now, Madigan’s name ap-
pears atop a 106-page indict-
ment, along with McClain’s,
charging the ex-speaker with
22 counts that include racket-
eering and wire fraud charges,
counts which by themselves
could lead to up to 20 years in
prison, Lausch said.

According to the indict-
ment, Madigan also used his
position as committeeman for
Chicago’s 13th Ward, chairman
of both the Illinois Democratic
Party and the 13th Ward Dem-
ocratic Organization, and posi-
tion at the Chicago law firm of
Madigan & Getzendanner to
“further the goals of the crimi-
nal enterprise.”

The U.S. attorney’s an-
nouncement that public cor-
ruption charges would be
forthcoming hit inboxes just
before 2:30 p.m. Wednesday.
While a news conference was
scheduled for 4:30 p.m. to an-
nounce the charges, Chicago
media began reporting Madi-
gan would be the subject of the
indictments just before 3 p.m.

News quickly circulated
throughout the Illinois State
Capitol, where the House was
in session but the Senate was
not. House business adjourned
at about 4 p.m.

Republicans were all smiles
as they left the floor knowing
their longtime antagonist was
the subject of the latest inves-
tigative bombshell.

While some Democrats
avoided the news media, new
House Speaker, Emanuel
“Chris” Welch, D-Hillside, held
an impromptu news confer-
ence outside his offices, and a
group of 19 House Democrats
who refused to support Madi-
gan’s reelection as speaker in
January 2021 met with mem-
bers of the news media as well.

House Republicans held
their own news conference in
the Capitol’s media room, call-
ing it a dark day in the history
of Illinois politics.

“This indictment is the most
sweeping public corruption
charge and case to hit Illinois
in decades,” said House Minor-
ity Leader Jim Durkin, of West-
ern Springs. “The depth of this
corruption that's alleged in the
indictment is truly breathtak-
ing. But this is not just an in-
dictment against Michael
Madigan. But it's an indictment
against the Democrat Party of
[llinois that he ran for
decades.”

Madigan first arrived in
Springfield in 1970 as a dele-
gate to the constitutional con-
vention that drafted the state’s
current constitution. That
same year, he was elected to
the Illinois House from what is
now the 22nd District on
Chicago’s Southwest side.

He was first elected speaker
in 1983 and served in that post
for all but two years in the
1990s until January 2021, the
longest tenure of any legisla-
tive leader in U.S. history. He
resigned his House seat in Feb-
ruary 2021 and later stepped
down as Democratic Party
leader.

Throughout the recent con-
troversy and investigative ac-
tivity that led to his
indictment, Madigan has
fiercely denied wrongdoing.

In July 2020, after being
named in the ComEd court
documents, Madigan said in a
statement he “accepted sub-
poenas” to his office but de-
nied wrongdoing.

“He will cooperate and re-
spond to those requests for
documents, which he believes
will clearly demonstrate that
he has done nothing criminal
or improper,” according to the
statement distributed by
Maura Possley of the Boyce-
Possley firm at the time.

“The speaker has never
helped someone find a job
with the expectation that the
person would not be asked to
perform work by their em-
ployer, nor did he ever expect
to provide anything to a
prospective employer if it
should choose to hire a person
he recommended. He has
never made a legislative deci-
sion with improper motives
and has engaged in no wrong-
doing here. Any claim to the
contrary is unfounded,” Poss-
ley said in the emailed state-
ment.

Republicans in the General
Assembly tried unsuccessfully
to use evidence outlined in the
ComEd documents to begin
proceedings to oust him in
2020. The investigative com-
mittee in charge of deciding
whether to bring a formal com-
plaint, led by Welch, a Madigan
loyalist who is now House
speaker, deadlocked on the

question.
While he wasn’t ousted by
the committee, when the

House met to choose its new
speaker for the General As-
sembly beginning in 2021,
Madigan failed to gain the req-
uisite support in his caucus for
another term.

Democrats ultimately de-
cided on Welch as his replace-
ment from a handful of
challengers.

On Wednesday after the in-
dictment, Welch began his
public remarks by addressing
his role as the chair of that
committee.

“Let me begin by first saying
that, as the former chair of the

Special Investigating Commit-
tee, I said all along, during the
course of that process, that I
thought that there was a more
appropriate forum to deal with
the things that we had been
hearing in the public domain,”
he said in a news conference
outside his Capitol office. “And
[ thought that forum was the
United States Attorney's Office.
The United States Attorney's
Office has all the resources that
it needs to properly and thor-
oughly investigate allegations
of corruption. I knew that all
along”

Welch said the House has
passed ethics reforms since he
became speaker and hired a
new legislative inspector gen-
eral. He said he believed he led
the investigating committee
“openly, honestly and fairly.”

“And we're going to con-
tinue to do that,” he said. “And
[ think here in the last 13
months, you can speak to our
colleagues on both sides of the
aisle. ['ve done it my way. The
Chris Welch way. The only way
[ know how. And it's a new day
in Springfield.”

Rep. Stephanie Kifowit, D-
Oswego, one of the first Demo-
cratic challengers to announce

her bid to unseat Madigan as
speaker toward the end of
2020, held her own news con-
ference on the Capitol rotunda.

She said she made up her
mind to challenge Madigan
when he was named Public Of-
ficial A in the ComEd docu-
ment. She said the justice
system “will do what it has to
do” when Madigan has his day
in court.

“I was honored to build and
to be a part of a coalition of 19
individuals that did not sup-
port him,” Kifowit said. “The
Democratic Party put Illinois
first when we voted in a new
speaker, when we voted in
Emanuel “Chris” Welch as our
speaker of this General Assem-
bly”

The other 18 House Democ-
rats who stood against Madi-
gan joined Kifowit for a Capitol
news conference late Wednes-
day as well.

“The possibility that this
day was coming and would dis-
tract us from our work on be-
half of the people we serve was
top of mind for many of us as
we took this position, even as
we faced intense pressure to
maintain the status quo,” Rep.
Kelly Cassidy, D-Chicago, said

at the news conference.

Gov. JB Pritzker called the
indictment “a condemnation of
a system infected with prom-
ises of pay-to-play”

“The era of corruption and
self-dealing among Illinois
politicians must end,” he said
in the statement. “The conduct
alleged in this indictment is de-
plorable and a stark violation
of the public’s trust. Michael
Madigan must be held account-
able to the fullest extent of the
law.”

The governor called the in-
dictment an “important step to
cleaning up Illinois” and said
he has faith in the justice sys-
tem.

“When I ran for office, I
made clear that I would be be-
holden to no one, and that I
would serve the best interests
of the people of Illinois,” he
said. “I have upheld that vow.
For the past three years, my
administration has made clear
that such abuses will not be
tolerated, and we've tightened
our ethics laws. I will continue
to work with the General As-
sembly to restore the public’s
trust.”

U.S. Rep. Robin Kelly, who
was chosen as Madigan’s suc-

cessor as the state’s Demo-
cratic Party of Illinois chair,
urged Madigan to step down as
a state central committeeman
from the 3rd Congressional
District.

“The DPI is committed to
building a party that is more
transparent, more diverse, and
more inclusive in everything
we do,” she said in a statement.
“Today’s announcement is a
stark reminder that elected
leaders must hold themselves
to the highest ethical stan-
dards. We will observe the
legal process as it unfolds, but
there can be no tolerance of
anyone guilty of violating the
public trust.”

Senate President Don Har-
mon issued a short statement
calling the allegations “disturb-
ing”

“I have confidence in our
system of justice. Like every-
one else, [ will be watching to
see how this unfolds,” he said.

Capitol News Illinois is a non-
profit, nonpartisan news service
covering state government and dis-
tributed to more than 400 newspa-
pers statewide. It is funded
primarily by the Illinois Press Foun-
dation and the Robert R. Mc-
Cormick Foundation.

PUBLIC NOTICE HELP WANTED

CITY OF TUSCOLA SUMMER HELP
The City of Tuscola is accepting applications and/or resumes
for temporary summer help. Term of employment is from
around May 1, 2022 to October 1, 2022, although weather and
applicant availability may shorten this term. Duties may include
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CERTIFICATE
I, Elizabeth A. Leamon, certify that I am the duly elected and
acting Municipal Clerk of the City of Tuscola, Douglas, County,

[llinois.

[ further certify that on February 28, 2022, the Corporate
Authorities of the City of Tuscola passed and approved Ordi-

nance No. 2022-0-2, entitled

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CEDING
OF PRIVATE ACTIVITY BONDING AUTHORITY
which provided by its terms that it should be published in pam-

phlet form.

The pamphlet form of Ordinance No. 2022-0-2, including the
Ordinance and cover sheet thereof, was prepared, and a copy of
such Ordinance was posted in City Hall, 214 N. Main St., com-
mencing on March 1, 2022 and continuing for at least ten days
thereafter. Copies of such Ordinance were also available for
public inspection upon request in the office of the City Clerk.

DATED at Tuscola, Illinois, this 28th day of February, 2022.

(SEAL)

Elizabeth A. Leamon, City Clerk

Tuscola Review Podcast
Hosts Mike Carroll, Bill Englehardt & David Porter

Thursday afternoons on Facebook
www.facebook.com/TuscolaReview

mowing, painting, water meter installation, and other miscella-
neous labor. All applicants must be 18 years of age or older to

apply. EOE.

Applications are available at Tuscola City Hall, 214 N. Main
St. or on the internet at www.tuscola.org
Submit application and/or resume not later than April 15,

2022 to:

Tuscola City Administrator, 214 N. Main St., Tuscola, IL

61953 or info@tuscola.org.

DOUGLAS COUNTY:
HOW HAS THE
PANDEMIC
AFFECTED YOU?

Looking for written, oral, video submissions on
how your life, business, workplace, school,
family, health has been affected by COVID-19
for historical documentation project.

Douglas County Health Department is taking

vour submissions now. For more information,

contact Colleen Lehmann at

colleen.lehmann@douglascountyil. com or call

217-253-4137 X 1229,

Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.






