
By Daniel L. ChamnessSophia Kremitzki has madeit a clean sweep.Not only did the Lady War-rior star earn numerous hon-ors from Tuscola High Schoolat the recent Warrior Girls Bas-ketball Banquet, the CentralIllinois Conference as well asthe Illinois Basketball CoachesAssociation found her deserv-ing as well.From the IBCA, the seniorwas named to the all-stateteam, earning third teamrecognition in Class 1A. In the31 Tuscola games, Kremitzkiscored 374 points, an averageof 12.1 points per game. Shewould score her points by hit-ting 123 field goals and 92 freethrows. Of her field goals, 36were from beyond the arc.Kremitzki led the Lady War-riors in rebounds (189), re-bounds per game (6.1), assists(91) and blocked shots (41).On Monday night, the Cen-tral Illinois Conference se-lected her to the first team. Shewould finish her senior season

as the Tuscola Most ValuablePlayer, the Rebounding Awardand the Free Throw Award."Any award means a greatdeal, but the MVP honor isprobably the best," saidKremitzki. "Being recognizedin that way, by a vote of thecoaches and my teammatesmeans so much. It recognizesme as a great leader. It is one ofthe best awards I could haveever received. I was extremelypleased to get all the honors."Kremitzki was not the onlyone to be recognized outsidethe walls of TCHS. Ella Boyer, ajunior guard, earned IBCA Spe-cial Mention. She led the War-riors in scoring, scoring a atotal of 391 points, an averageof 12.6 points per game. Shewould score the majority ofher points from beyond thearc, hitting 72 treys. She alsohit 43 field goals and 89 freethrows. She also had 90 steals,75 rebounds and 74 assists.Boyer was named to the CIC'ssecond team as well.Taylor Musgrave earned the

Warrior All-Defensive Awardas well as honorable mentionall conference. Musgrave, asenior guard, had a team-lead-ing 102 steals to go along withher 114 points, 66 rebounds,50 assists and 18 blockedshots. She hit 39-of-96 fromtwo point range. She wouldsink 10 treys and six freethrows."I think the league coachesrecognized the success of ourseason by awarding us threespots," said Tim Kohlbecker,Tuscola's head coach. "I am ex-tremely happy for both Sophiaand Ella. Taylor's defensivework was rewarded. I have al-ways emphasized defense andwill never understand whybasketball does not have an all-defensive squad. It is rare tohear coaches talk about de-fense during award nomina-tions, but pleased therecognized Taylor."The other award distributedwent to Maddie Stahler as thesenior earned the WarriorSpirit Award. She would score

96 points and pull down 93 re-bounds. She had 41 assists, 40steals and 14 blocked shots."I have always believed thatbeing a good teammate doesnot have to mean scoring themost points," said Stahler. "I

have always strived to pick upmy teammates and push themto play the best they can. I amextremely honored I earnedthis honor."Stahler, Kremitzki and Mus-grave are all slated to graduate.

The three helped Tuscola posta 23-8 overall record. Theywere the CIC TournamentChamps and the IHSA Class 1AMeridian Regional Champions.They posted a 6-1 mark in theCIC.
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PROUDAWARDWINNING BASKETBALL SENIORS, from left to right: TaylorMusgrave (Warrior
Defensive Award), Sophia Kremitzki (Most Valuable Player, Rebounding Award & Free Throw
Award) and Maddie Stahler (Warrior Spirit Award). Submitted Photo.

Tuscola honors girl's basketball team

By Daniel L. ChamnessTo earn the right to play inthe Illinois High School Associ-ation Class 1A Sectional Final,the Warriors had a dauntingtask: get by the Effingham St.Anthony Bulldogs.Not only beat the Bulldogs,who had posted over 20 winsduring the 2021-2022 season,but defeat them on their homefloor, the Enlow Center, withtheir season on the line. TheWarriors managed to accom-plish just that, dispatching theBulldogs 51-48 in a raucousbattle in front of a packedcrowd.The Warriors needed everyminute, make that every sec-ond, to eliminate St. Anthony.In the final seconds of thegame, Warrior star JalenQuinn, who finished with 33points, was turned into a spec-tator as he had fouled out.But, before the future NCAADivision I Loyola UniversityRambler took a seat in thefront row, he made sure histeam had the lead. In what be-

came a theme of the game, hemade an old fashioned threepointer with 1:56 to play to cutthe Bulldog advantage to justone, 48-47. He would givethem the lead for good withonly 40 ticks left on the clock.The 6-foot-3 senior guardwould sink two free throws. In2:10 of play between 2:51 and:40, he would bucket all fiveopportunities."We went small at one pointand played faster, smallerguards," said Tuscola headcoach Justin Bozarth. "We hadthem scouted and it paid off atthe end. Jalen really camethrough tonight. Driving to thebasket, using his spin movesand drawing the fouls."That simply gave the War-riors a one-point lead, 49-48,with plenty of time left for theBulldogs to score and win thegame, or get fouled and send itinto overtime. Neither hap-pened. With only :18.5 to play,the senior would hit one-of-twocharity tosses to give them a 50-48 lead. While Quinn baked the

cake the entire game, ColtonMusgrave put the icing on. Thejunior would nail the second oftwo free throw chances right in-side the five second mark andthe Bulldogs would be forced togo for a three pointer to at leasttie the game and send it intoovertime."I knew when I went to theline, I needed at least one ofthose," said Musgrave. "I thinkwent small tonight, it played toour advantage. I think we werea little faster and more athleticthan they were. It allowed us touse our natural tools on thebasketball floor.""They made some defensiveplays around the court, neces-sary for them to get the ball inQuinn's hands," said CodyRincker, St. Anthony's headcoach. "It was those lateturnovers and his ability tospread us out and get to thebasket. This was a great atmos-phere all year. Very proud ofthe fans and the support weget from them."As they entered the fourth

quarter, the crowd, seemlyevenly split between Tuscolaand St. Anthony supporterswatched as the Bulldogs wereseemingly creeping away withthe lead, be it ever so slowly.Heading into the final fourminutes of the game, the Bull-dogs held an eight point lead,48-40, thanks to the scoring ofCraig Croy, who started thescoring for the Dogs at the 6:43mark, but also AdamRudibaugh as well. But, theafter the first four minutes ofthe final eight minutes, theBulldog scoring simply exitedstage left. Rudibaugh andCroy would finish with fourpoints each in the final stanza,but the Tuscola defense, nowpressuring the St. Anthony of-fense beyond 3/4 court, wasforcing the Bulldogs to makemuch longer passes. The re-sult: the Bulldogs would beheld to their lowest quarterpoint total of the game.Meanwhile, the only thingthat would be heard in theEnlow Center in Effingham was

the dribbling of the basketballand the the roar/groans of thecrowd as Quinn pulled themcloser and closer to victory.With 3:13 to play, Quinndrained a layup as he dasheddown the middle of the floorwith the basketball and hit thelayup eyeing the clock andshowing a sense of urgency."That was a greatly playedgame by both teams," saidRinker, who finished 21-13. "Wehad the momentum for sure, butthey used their trapping defenseto pressure us and then Jalen(Quinn) is a player than canchange the momentum of agame in an instant. He gets to thebasket well. We forced them toplay without him at times. Weforced them into someturnovers."After that, it was all charitystripe action besides thebucket scored during the old-fashioned three pointer at1:56. Rincker called timeoutbetween the throws at the :40mark, but Quinn would bucketthe second one as well.

"We have had an opportu-nity to play without mybrother in the lineup a little bitthis year," said Jordan Quinn. "Ithink it shows us how brightour future can be. The defensesare always focusing on him. Wehave to be prepared to makethe shots. The energy tonightin this gym was phenomenal."The final four minutes of thegame does not negate the first28 minutes of the contest. TheDogs had the Warriors on therun, in foul trouble and on theropes. After Tuscola scored thefirst five points of the game, theSt. Anthony quickly answeredand tied the score up. Quinnwould be in double figures bythe quarter's completion, scor-ing 10 of the Tuscola 13 points.The only field goal not scored byhim was an early trey hit bysophomore guard Josiah Hortin.But, the Bulldogs showedthey were more than capableof keeping pace. And they used6-foot-4 senior Kyle Stewart toaccomplish it. While Stewart

Tuscola wins Section opener 51–48
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