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Actor Will Smith mighthave irreparably damagedhis film career when pub-licly walking onstage at theOscars and slapping pre-senter Chris Rock in anangry response to a jokeRock made about Smith’swife’s.Minutes later, afterbeing presented with theOscar as best male actor,Smith’s tearful mea culpafor his display of violencewas “Love will make youdo crazy things.”Speaking of love, thisSunday is Easter, the sa-cred day Christians cele-brate the resurrection ofChrist from the grave. I say“speaking of love” becausethe Bible is a love story,from start to finish, withScripture proclaimingGod’s essence as “love.”Of course, there aremany types and levels oflove. In his book “The FourLoves,” C.S. Lewis talks ofaffection, friendship, erosand charity. Charity, oragape, is the highest anddeepest form of love.But this highest form oflove has an example whichis the highest of the high:Christ’s death on the crossfor our salvation.On the cross, Christgave the most He couldpossibly give: his life. AndHe gave this ultimate giftunder the most horribleconditions of unfairness,public humiliation, andincredible pain (nailed toa cross, skin flayed andbleeding, a crown ofthorns digging into hisskin, bruised and blood-ied). And He died for thenoblest of reasons—ourSalvation, everyone’s Sal-vation—not just his fol-lowers—but everyone,even the Romans who puthim to death, forgiving

them even while theycruelly mocked him.But this seems crazy.Christ, the Son of God, theMessiah the Jews hopedwould come and vanquishtheir oppressors, the Ro-mans, did not escape thecross. Instead, the worldgot Christ’s mercy, forgive-ness and perfect love. Likethe love Christ’s discipleshad for Him.Up until Christ’s cruci-fixion, Christ’s discipleshad displayed unflinchingloyalty. But at His arrestin Jerusalem, theyflinched. They were sud-denly filled with doubtand fear, afraid for theirown safety and lives.Even Christ’s most loyaldisciple, Peter, deniedknowing Christ, threetimes, to inquiring minds:“I don’t know the man.”The disciples watchedChrist die like an ordinaryman on the cross, bleeding,in pain, crying out: “MyGod, My God. Why haveyou forsaken me?”They would have beendispirited, disillusioned,saddened that the Messiahthey’d dedicated their livesto was not the Messiahthey’d hoped for. He could-n’t make it off the cross—couldn’t help Himself—allalone, in pain and humilia-tion, dying on this lonelywooden tower.Surely the discipleswould have returnedhome, back to wheretheir journey all began, assimple men, toiling alongthe shores of Galilee. Butthey didn’t. Instead, amiracle occurred: Christsurvived the grave, thenappeared to the disciplesin various ways at vari-ous times and chargedthem with the Great Com-mission of bringing the

hope of Jesus to the entireworld.What else can reason-ably explain the suddenabout-face of the disciples,now regrouped afterChrist’s death, other thanthe Resurrection? Theyeach fully realized that thistask of spreading the GoodNews of the gospel meantthat Christ’s fate awaitedthem: ridicule, rejection,persecution and probabledeath. Yet they committedto the Holy task, went forthinto the world, never re-canting their faith despitepersecution and death.Because love will makeyou do crazy things.Christ’s resurrection issomething that cannot beproven or disproven byscience since science onlydeals with the natural, fi-nite world, and has noreach into the divine infi-nite. What is available tous, however, is the histori-cal record of the miracu-lous transformation ofChrist’s disciples fromcowering doubters intofearless witnesses to

Christ’s triumph over thegrave. Their transforma-tion, and their martyrdom,is powerful corroboratingevidence of the Resurrec-tion.Regrouped and rededi-cated, they ventured out topreach Christ’s message.Scripture only reports thekilling of James theGreater, and Judas’s death,so we’re left with the his-torical record—garneredfrom oral tradition, writtenrecords and historical re-search—as to the disci-ples’ fate.Although the reportsvary, there is a general con-sensus that, at minimum,all of the disciples facedpersecution and manywere violently put to deathfor preaching Christ’s mes-sage. Following are reportsof martyrdom.Peter and Paul weremartyred around 66 AD byRoman Emperor, Nero:Paul was beheaded, Peterwas crucified (upsidedown because he pro-claimed he was not worthyto be crucified right side

up like Christ). Andrew,Peter’s brother, was cruci-fied on an X-shaped crossin Asia Minor, modern dayTurkey.James the Lesser (son ofZebedee) was stoned andclubbed to death in Syria,while his brother, John theEvangelist, escaped mar-tyrdom, dying a naturaldeath.James the Greater waskilled by sword at the com-mand of King HerodAgrippa, Roman client kingof Judea, around 44 AD,near Palestine.Thomas was murderedin India, allegedly piercedthrough with the spears offour soldiers.In Africa, Philip was cru-elly put to death in NorthAfrica, impaled by ironhooks in his ankles andhung upside down untildead, while Matthew wasstaked to the ground thenspeared.Bartholomew wasskinned alive, then cruci-fied, head downward, pur-portedly while praying forhis attackers, in Armenia.

Jude (Thaddeus), wasbeaten then crucified, andSimon the Zealot was sawnin half while on a joint mis-sionary trip to Persia(Iran) around 73 AD.And Matthias, the apos-tle chosen to replace Judas,was stoned and beheadedin Jerusalem.Note: there is also evi-dence that Christ’s half-brother, James the Just,who, around 62 AD, wasthrown some 100 feet off atower wall, survived, thenwas beaten to death withclubs, all for repeatedly re-fusing to deny his faith inChrist. Up until Christ’sresurrection, James haddoubted Christ’s divinity—another powerful testa-ment to the reality of theResurrection.They loved their Lordwith all their heart, souland mind, and willinglylaid down their lives toprofess the Good News ofthe Risen Christ, out oflove and for love.Love will make you docrazy things.
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I have a lot of projectsstarted that move along aboutas fast as two turtles in a sackrace. But more annoying (forother people) are the prelimi-nary stages of projects thatnever even get started. Someare scarcely imagined.I tend to collect buildingmaterials that I think I mightbe able to use someday some-how. Most of the time, thereisn't enough material for aproject, but it could be cobbledtogether with other material,which may be now or maynever be in my possession.Most of this miscellaneousmaterial finds its way to me viathe free route. Some of it is re-cycled while some is leftovernew material from someoneelse's project. It's generallyslated for the landfill and I'm

doing my civic duty by rescu-ing it.But there are otherpipelines, such as auctions,clearance sales, and mistakes.I once replaced all the countersin my kitchen with counter-tops that had been cut wrongfor someone else.Several weeks ago, Ibrought home three boxes of

unopened vinyl tiles that looklike wooden planks. My wifelaughed, perhaps to keep fromcrying. I said I could use themto put down a new floor in myoffice.She pointed out that I al-ready had recycled flooring forthat purpose, but I found it la-borious to pull nails out of oldoak planks. It will make nice

firewood one of these days.Several years ago, we redidthe walls in my office usingpaneling that I had rescuedfrom an old insurance officeand had held on to for nearly15 years. I knew I'd use itsomeday. But I haven't beenable to use the office because itneeded a floor.My wife agreed to free upthe funds to finish the floor.Now don't get the wrong ideaabout who's in charge here. Istill wear the pants. She wearsthe pockets.We bought six more boxesof vinyl tile to match the threefree boxes. Still, that's a 33 per-cent savings.It's a floating floor, sothere's no need for nails orglue. The pieces simply snaptogether. There was just one

little problem. The room hasbaseboard electric heat, andthe tile needed to slide under-neath it. But to snap it together,you have to lift up on it, push itone way, then another, thenpull it down while pushing for-ward, turning clockwise whiledoing the splits on the floor.There was no room to get itto snap together properlywithout removing the heaters,which was not going to hap-pen. As a result, there was asmall gap between pieces onthat end. As you continue topiece the floor together row byrow, the gap continues to ex-pand resulting in little adjust-ment gaps throughout theproject. I believe that is whyarea rugs were invented.Working as my schedule al-lowed, I finally finished the

floor in about three weeks,which is about how long it willtake for the muscles in my legsto recover from all the squat-ting, sitting and standing.There was also a fairamount of blood spilled duringthis project. I'm not sure howthat happened, but every timeI worked on the floor, I found anew abrasion, scrape or slit onmy hands.Now I'm ready to install thetrim, which I rescued from a150-year-old building. Whichis probably how long it willtake me to finish the office.
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Maybe I can finish it just in
time to sell it and retire so
someone else can enjoy the rot-
ted fruits of my labor.
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The king of unfinished projects

Love will make you do crazy things
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