
Members and guests of theStephen A. Douglas Chapter,NSDAR met at the SmithHouse, Tuscola for the Aprilmeeting. Our guests includedthe speaker, Amanda Minor,and Colleen Lehman from theDouglas County Public HealthDepartment. Mrs. Minor inter-estingly compared the currentpandemic to being in a warfrom an individual's point ofview.National Defense Commit-tee Chapter Chairman Jackie

Joines told us March 13th isrecognized as National K9 Vet-erans Day when the dedicateddogs who have served sinceWorld War II are recognized.More than a million dogsserved on both sides duringWorld War I; the practice wasabandoned until the U.S. en-tered WWII in December1941.At that time the AmericanKennel Association and agroup called Dogs for Defensemobilized dog owners to do-

nate healthy and capable ani-mals to the U.S. Army Quarter-master Corps.The most famous dog toemerge from WWI was Rin TinTin who was an abandonedpuppy of German war dogsfound in France in 1918 andtaken to the U.S. where hemade his film debut in 1922 ina silent film "The Man fromHell's River".Initially over 30 breeds ofdogs were accepted but the listwas narrowed to seven: Ger-man Shepherds, BelgianSheepdogs, Doberman Pinsch-ers, Collies, Siberian Huskies,Malumutes and Eskimo Dogs.They served as sentry dogs,scout or patrol dogs, messen-ger dogs or mine-detectiondogs. The most famous anddecorated WWII dog wasChips who broke away fromhis handler and attacked anenemy machine gun nest, forc-ing the 10-member crew tosurrender. At the end of thewar, he returned to his family.Plans for the chapter's100th Anniversary are un-derway. The first officialmeeting of the DouglasCounty DAR Chapter washeld on March 2, 1923 with21 charter members. Mrs.John Chadwick served as thefirst chapter regent. Our offi-cial name was changed toStephen A. Douglas Chapteron March 2, 1932.The DAR and the Sons of theAmerican Revolution Good Cit-izens and their families will behonored by the Stephen A.Douglas NSDAR Chapter at aluncheon at noon at the New-man United Methodist Churchon Saturday, April 16.

Cohen
Cook-WillmsCohen Ray Cook-Willms, 20,of Atwood, passed away onSaturday morning, April 9,2022, at his residence.Services celebrating his lifewere held Friday, April 15, atthe Hilligoss Shrader FuneralHome, Atwood. Burial followedin the Lake Fork Cemetery,rural Atwood. Visitation washeld Friday prior to the serviceat the funeral home.Mr. Cook-Willms was bornon May 28, 2001, in Urbana,the son of Adam H. Willms andTiffany Ray Cook.Survivors include his father;

mother; siblings, PaytonWillms, Carmen Harlin,Kendall Cook, Kristian Picazo,Elijah Willms and Cecila Dug-gan; nephews, Mitchell andNathanial Moutria; maternalgrandparents, Raymond(Karen) Cook and DorothyShott; paternal grandparents,Karl Willms and Deborah Kirk-patrick; girlfriend, CharlizeWilson; many aunts and unclesand other extended familymembers and friends.Mr. Cook-Willms was a verygifted athlete. He loved to playfootball, basketball and playvideo games.Memorials are suggested tohelp pay for funeral expenses. Online condolences may beshared via hilligossshraderfh.com.
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Church
Directory

Bourbon Baptist Church
626 CR 475 E, Tuscola
Church Sunday 10 a.m.,
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

Youth Group Sunday evenings 6-7:30 p.m.
Email bourbon.baptistchurch@yahoo.com

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints

1100 E. Northline Road Tuscola 253-3896
Sunday Morning Sacrament Meeting

9:30 and 10:40 a.m., Wednesday Youth Night 7 p.m.

Church of the Nazarene
1001 Egyptian Trail Tuscola 253-3541
Song & Praise Worship 8:30 a.m.

Traditional/Hymnal Service 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

Eagle Mountain Assembly of God
401 E. Sale Tuscola 253-4444

Sunday Services 10 a.m.

Faith Baptist Church
300 Northline Road Tuscola 253-4231

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study, Real Teens, King's
Kids 6:30 p.m.

First Baptist Church
300 E. Daggy Tuscola 253-4231

Sunday School 9 a.m., Worship Service 10 a.m.

First Christian Church
100 E. Church Street Tuscola 253-2394

Worship Services 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m., Sunday Youth Group

(Grades 7-12) 6:30 p.m.
Wed. After School Program (Grades 5-6)

First Church of God
821 E. Barker Tuscola 253-2180

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Time 1:30-2:30 p.m.,
Wednesday Night 6 p.m.
Missionary Women meet

2nd Tuesday of each month 6 p.m.

Forty Martyrs Catholic Church
210 E. Van Allen Tuscola 253-4412

Pastor: Rev. Angel Sierra
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 5 p.m.

Or by appointment by calling the church office.
Weekday Mass Times:

8 a.m. Monday, Thursday, and Friday
Weekend Masses: 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, 8 a.m. Sunday

Immanuel Lutheran Church
600 E. Northline Tuscola 253-4341
Saturday Evening Service 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship Service 9 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie Tuscola 253-4232
Sunday Morning Worship Services

8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m., Sunday School 10 a.m.

United Church of Christ
114 E. Pembroke St, Tuscola 253-2532
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:30 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.
Email: dealralph5#aol.com
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Marion CothronMarion B. Cothron, 82, ofTuscola, passed away suddenlyon Thursday, April 14, 2022, athis residence.Graveside services with mil-itary graveside rites were heldMonday, April 18, at the Tus-cola Township Cemetery withthe Rev. Joe Carter officiat-ing. No visitation was held.Mr. Cothron was born Febru-ary 17, 1940, in Louisiana, Mo.,the son of Giles Franklin and IdaMackey Cothron. He marriedAnna E. Puttoff on December 21,

1962, in Henderson, Ky. They re-cently celebrated 59 years ofmarriage. She survives.Other survivors include hisson, Derrick (Jean) Cothron ofTuscola; daughters, Fran M.Heinz, Dedee (Duff) Hoel bothof Tuscola, Angie (Matt) Ran-son of Bloomington; grandchil-dren, Dillon Hoel, Dalton Hoel,Luke Heinz, Annie Heinz,Haden Cothron, Ava Cothron,Zeb Ranson and Zeke Ranson;several nieces and nephews.He was preceded in deathby his parents; and brothers,

Wayne and Richard Cothron.Mr. Cothron retired fromCabot Corporation in Tuscolawhere he worked for over 30years. He served his country inthe United States Army. He en-joyed fishing, hunting andplaying cards with the guys.Memorials are suggested tothe donor’s choice.Hilligoss Shrader FuneralHome, Tuscola, assisted thefamily with the arrangements.Online condolences may beshared via hilligossshraderfh.com. Cothron

Bill MorrisWilliam Helm “Bill” Morris,64, of Murdock, passed awayon Tuesday, April 12, 2022.Graveside services wereheld Friday, April 15, at theTuscola Township Cemeterywith Ted Shearer officiating.Mr. Morris was born onApril 25, 1957, in Urbana, theson of Joe E. Morris, Jr. andSally Lewis Morris.He graduated from TuscolaCommunity High School in1975 and attended SouthernIllinois University.He married Rhonda Dailyon June 17, 1982. She preceded him in death on April 13, 1986.He later married Sheryl Brooks

Bartley on August 4, 1987.Mr. Morris is survived by hismother of Camargo; son, KyleHelm (Caitlin) Morris ofHomer; stepson, Nathan DaleBartley of Champaign; sister,Catheryn (Dave) Smith of Ca-margo; nephew, Sam (Emily)Smith of Villa Grove; niece,Hannah (David) Wince of VillaGrove; great-nieces, ZoeySmith, Ava Smith and LilyWince; and great-nephew,Isaac Wince.He was preceded in deathby his father.Mr. Morris was a lifetimemember of the United Church

of Christ, Tuscola, and memberof the American Angus Associ-ation. He was Murdock Town-ship Road Commissioner forseveral years and was on theMurdock Township Board. Mr.Morris was a lifelong farmer,operating the JS&K Farms (Joe,Sally & Kids Farms), a Centen-nial Farm.Memorial contributionsmay be made to St. Jude Chil-dren’s Research Hospital.Hilligoss Shrader FuneralHome assisted the family withthe arrangements. Online con-dolences may be shared viahilligossshraderfh.com.Morris

Gene SylvesterHoward Wesley “Gene”Sylvester, 91, of Arcola, passedaway at 9:18 p.m. on Wednes-day, April 13, 2022, at MattoonRehab and Health Care.To honor Mr. Sylvester’swishes, no formal services willbe held at this time. The Ed-wards Funeral Home is assist-ing with arrangements.Mr. Sylvester was born onJune 25, 1930, in Arcola. Hewas a son of Robert Howardand Opal (Parker) Sylvester. Hemarried Helen Yarnell Thomason July 20, 1950, in Arcola.He is survived by his wife,Helen of Arcola; three sons,Virgil Sylvester and his wifeJanice of Mattoon, Mike

Sylvester of Charleston, andLarry Sylvester and his wifePam of Benton; five grandchil-dren, Toby Sylvester ofCharleston, Troy Sylvester andhis wife Christi of Tuscola,April Eaton and her husbandBrad of Neoga, John Sylvesterand his wife Kate of Blooming-ton, and Mandy Sylvester ofHarrisburg; 14 great-grand-children; and two great-great-grandchildren.He was preceded in death byhis parents; five sisters, RuthCollins, Betty Thompson, LouiseSylvester, Evelyn Gamble, andMildred Hurtt; and his twinbrother, Earl “Jack” Sylvester.Mr. Sylvester worked at USIfor 32 years, retiring in 1992.He loved to fish along the
Kaskaskia River, taking pic-tures of owls and red tailhawks in and around Arcola,and he and Helen enjoyed trav-eling.

Sylvester Cook-Willms

DAR hears health department update




