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On Saturday, April 23, Tus-cola High School drama stu-dents presented a program atthe Douglas County Museumportraying people representedon the museum’s mural. Theseare the stories they told.
Minnie Conn Jolley
Portrayed by
Raeanna BoyerI was born in 1901 and wasone of six Conn siblings toserve in the military. Embrywas in the Navy, Lucy was aWAC, Edith was a nurse, Jonaswas in the Army, Stella was aWAVE, and I was a CAP, servingin the Civilian Air Patrol Auxil-iary of the U.S. Air Force. At thetime, there were many whothought women weren’t capa-ble of flying or being mechan-ics, but I knew planes insideand out. I even had to make myown propeller and put an en-gine together to qualify forservice. I served as the DeputyFlight Leader of the CAP atLunken Airport. I logged manyhours in my flight books andcould fix an engine or fuselageafter I took a four-year coursein aviation.To further support the wareffort during World War II, Iraised money by giving peopleplane rides around Cincinnatiin exchange for buying warbonds. The CAPS rose over$600,000 for the war effort?I didn’t just love flyingplanes; I loved jumping out ofthem. My first jump was in1936. I started parachuting be-cause I wanted to gain confi-dence for future solo airplaneflights. I became one of only 12women in the National Para-chute Jumper’s Association. Istarted participating in stuntshows, parachuting in front ofcrowds. Parachuting repre-sents a sensation one cannever find anywhere else. I washonored with a membership inboth the National AeronauticsAssociation of the U.S.A andThe Greater Cincinnati Air-men’s Club.
Joseph Gurney “
Uncle Joe” Cannon
Portrayed by
Thomas SpillmanI was born in 1836. Peoplecalled me “Uncle Joe.” I was aUnited States politician andleader of the Republican Party.I even served as Speaker of theUnited States House of Repre-sentatives from 1903 to 1911,and many consider me to bethe most dominant Speaker inUnited States history. I am alsothe second-longest continu-ously serving RepublicanSpeaker in history and thelongest serving RepublicanRepresentative ever, as well asthe first member of Congress,of either party, to surpass 40years of service.I spent my childhood in In-diana, the elder of two sons ofGulielma and Horace FranklinCannon, a teacher and doctor.My family was Quaker and Ihad been taught to believe inthe equality of man in the sightof God. To us, slavery was ab-horrent.My father participated inthe Underground Railroad op-erating in Parke County, Ind.,and harbored fugitive slaves.He was once fined heavily be-cause he defied the law andprejudices of his non-Quakerneighbors by letting me workin a field with a freed man. Hehad to sell his livestock andpart of his equipment to paythe fine. Seeing my father’shorses being taken by the sher-iff was one of the most painfulincidents in my early life. WhenI was 15, my father was killedtrying to reach a patient. Atthis young age, I took charge ofthe family farm.In 1858, I was admitted to

the bar and later relocated toTuscola where I became state'sattorney for the 27th judicialdistrict of Illinois from 1861 to1868. I was one of the chartermembers of Tuscola's MasonicLodge No. 332, which wasfounded on October 2, 1860,and my brother William Can-non and I founded the SecondNational Bank of Tuscola. I alsobecame a follower of AbrahamLincoln during the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858.In 1872, I was elected to theU.S. House of Representatives,where I served for 46 years. In1876, I moved to Danville. Peo-ple would describe me as astaunch conservative who, be-cause of seniority, held impor-tant committee chairmanships.As Speaker of the House, I ex-ercised the power of that officeto protect the prerogatives ofthe legislative branch as acheck on the power of the pres-idency. That was until March1910, when a resolutionpassed, making the speaker in-eligible for membership on thecommittee on rules, whichmeant much of the power Iheld was taken away.I later brought a federal Vet-erans Administration Hospitalto Danville which continues toserve military veterans. I alsoappeared on the cover of thefirst issue of Time magazine.The newspapers frequentlylampooned me as a colorfulrube, clashing with fellow Re-publican Theodore Roosevelt,but in my opinion, he had nomore use for the Constitutionthan a tomcat has for a mar-riage license. I didn’t wantchange and reform… I wantedto protect the constitution andwhat it stood for.
Lester Alvin “Smiley”
Burnett
Portrayed by Caleb HasteI was born in 1911. I was acountry music performer andcomedic actor in Westernfilms, radio and TV. I playedsidekick to Gene Autry, RoyRogers, and other movie cow-boys. I was also an accom-plished singer-songwriter andI could play as many as 100musical instruments. My ca-reer spanned four decades.In my teens in 1929, Iworked for Tuscola’s WDZRadio station. I opened WDZ at6 a.m. and ran all aspects of the

radio station until 6 p.m., sevendays a week. WDZ’s airtimewas Dawn to Dusk and wasoriginally set up to announcethe grain prices in 1917 byJames Bush. That’s where Icame by my nickname whilecreating a character for a WDZchildren's program from aMark Twain character, Jim Smi-ley and his frog.My character “Frog” andlater “Smiley” as I was called,wore a checkered shirt, a tat-tered black Stetson cowboy hatwith turned up brim, and I hada white horse with a blackringed eye. My checkered shirtand baggy pants gave me awhimsical, comical, yet lovablecharacter look I wanted.When I started in 1929, thestation manager, Edith Bush or“Mom Bush” as we called her,insisted that all entertainmentbe performed live and in oneroom to prevent completechaos. I loved the Bushes and Ieven wrote Mom Bush a song,entitled, "Momma Don't AllowNo Music Played in Here."In 1933, with Mom Bush’sblessing, I was hired by GeneAutry to play accordion on Na-tional Barn Dance on Chicago'sWLS-AM. In 1934, as soundfilms were gaining popularity,Autry and I were cast in OldSanta Fe. Gene Autry and I pro-duced 62 Westerns togetherwith me playing Autry'scomedic sidekick, Frog Mill-house. By 1940, I ranked sec-ond only to Autry in abox-office magazine popularitypoll of Western stars.I was able to play a sidekickto not just Gene, but to EddieDew, Sunset Carson, and BobLivingston, and Roy Rogers.Charles Starrett and I werepaired together in 56 films.I loved writing music… Iwrote more than 400 songsand sang many on screen. Oneof my hits, "Ridin' Down theCanyon,” was later recorded byWillie Nelson and other artists.I also composed musical scoresfor such films as The PaintedStallion and Waterfront Lady.Then, in the mid-1960s, Igot a part on TV portrayingrailway engineer Charley Pratton the CBS-TV programs Petti-coat Junction and Green Acres.Unfortunately, I became ill withleukemia just a month beforemy 56th birthday just afterfilming wrapped for the fourth

season of Petticoat.Even after I made it big inthe movies, I came back to Tus-cola to see everyone, especiallythe Bushes, and give my thanksto them for giving me a start.Douglas County is alsohome to actor James Gammonof Newman, and actress JennieGarth, who spent much of heryouth on a 25-acre horse ranchbetween Sadorus and Arcola,and for a time in Tuscola, too.
Maxine Thayer
Portrayed by Liriel Jones,
Thayer’s great nieceI was born in 1921 and wasa softball player and coach. Iwas born and lived in Tuscolaand played softball from theearly 1940s till 1955. I thenwent on to coach and manageASA Women’s Fast Pitch teamslike the Anchorettes for 29years, participating in sevenNational Tournaments with a3rd place finish in 1974. I be-came the most winning coachwith 1,118 wins and 475losses. I also coached AAU bas-ketball and softball and basket-ball at Arlington High Schooland was co-owner of the MetroSoftball Stadium. I served asDeputy Softball Commissionerfor 28 years in Indy and wasthe league director of slowpitch for girls under 19 yearsold.Indy was so good to me…They dubbed me Indy’s FirstLady of Softball. I was pre-sented in 1963 with the AllSports Award medal by the In-dianapolis Chamber of Com-merce, was nominated for1976 Indianapolis Woman ofthe Year, and I was included inthe 1977-78 edition of Who'sWho of American Women. In1984, I was presented with theSagamore of the Wabashaward by Governor Robert Orr,and Mayor William Hudnut de-clared August 19, 1984, “Max-ine Thayer Day.” I also becamethe first woman lifetime mem-ber of ASA in 1978 and was in-ducted into the ASA Hall ofFame in 1988.Douglas County is alsohome to another ball player.Richard Hyde, who was born inHindsboro, in 1928, was anAmerican relief pitcher in pro-fessional baseball who workedin the Major Leagues for sixseasons from 1955 to 1961 forthe Washington Senators and

Baltimore Orioles. His son,Rich Hyde, was also a profes-sional baseball pitcher.
Dr. Benjamin
Franklin Roller
Portrayed by
Grant KauffmanI was born in 1876. I was aphysician, university professor,and three-time AmericanHeavyweight Championwrestler. I grew up on a farm inNewman before attendingschool in Indiana. There Iplayed football and track. I wascaptain and coach of the trackteam and football team, andwas pronounced by the Indi-anapolis and Chicago papersthe best football player in thecentral states. I also repre-sented the Chicago Athletic As-sociation against that of NewYork, and broke the world’srecord in discus throwing, andmade 148 feet, 6 inches with a16-pound hammer.I found college was expen-sive and I needed a way to earnmoney to pay for it. An oppor-tunity presented itself and I be-came a professional footballplayer. It helped put methrough school. I graduatedfrom Du Pauw University, com-pleting the seven-year coursein five years.After college, I practicedmedicine briefly before Istarted teaching. During mytenure at the University ofWashington in Seattle, I be-came a professional wrestler atthe age of 30, with my firstmatch in 1906. My first profes-sional match was against JackCarkeek. I won two falls in aperiod of 17 minutes and re-ceived $1,600. After that, Istarted having matches aroundthe Northwest, under thenames Dr. Roller, Dr. B.F. Roller,and Doc Roller.I next wrestled Frank Gotchin an exhibition match, forwhich I received $4,000. Afterthe bout with Gotch, I decidedto use wrestling as tool fortraveling the world and study-ing under the noted professorsin both the United States andEurope. Over the span of mycareer, I defeated many of thetop wrestlers of my day. Thesewrestlers included FarmerBurns, Fred Beell, Ed Lewis,and Joe Stecher. I was a goodwrestler winning my fair shareof matches, and held the Amer-

ican Heavyweight title on threeoccasions.From 1906–1918, I posted arecord of 39 wins, 26 losses,and four draws in 69 matches.Frank Gotch, considered to bethe best wrestler of all time bymany, hailed me as the "secondbest" wrestler in the UnitedStates in 1909. I continued towrestle and break many ribsalong the way.I retired in 1918 and contin-ued to practice medicine until1933. During this time, I wrotea syndicated column for news-papers around the country onhealth and physical culturetopics and even came up withmy own training systemdubbed “Rollerism.”
Johnny Gruelle
Portrayed by Kaleb JeffersI was born in 1880 in Ar-cola. I was an American artist,political cartoonist, songwriter,children's book author and il-lustrator. I am best known asthe creator of Raggedy Ann andRaggedy Andy.My father, Richard, who wasa self-taught portrait and land-scape painter, was associatedwith the Hoosier Group ofAmerican Impressionistpainters. I was the eldest ofthree children and our parentsexposed us to music, literature,and art. I became interested inart, and learned drawing frommy father.My cartoons first appearedin print in the Indianapolis Starin 1905. From 1906 to 1911,my cartooning work appearedin many newspapers usuallysigned as Grue, including TheToledo News-Bee, The Pitts-burgh Press, The TacomaTimes, and The Spokane Press.My big break came in 1910–1911, when two of my entriesfor a full-page, comic-drawingcontest sponsored by the NewYork Herald won first and sec-ond place among the submis-sions from 1,500 entrants. Myfirst-place entry, "Mr. TweeDeedle,” was syndicated inweekly installments nation-wide until 1918.As I earned notoriety as acartoonist for the Herald, I alsopursued writing and illustrat-ing my own fairy tales. My firstmajor illustrating commissionwas a single-volume edition of

Tuscola HigH scHool drama students portraying Douglas county historic figures saturday are, front row, left to right: liriel Jones, Raeanna Boyer, Reggan
smith, gracie Johnson, Elle Jones. Back row: Kaleb Jeffers, caleb Haste, Brady urban, grant Kauffman, Karson Jeffers and Thomas spillman. Submitted photo.
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