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Douglas County COVID update

Rairden elected
president Illinois
Association of
County Officials

Arthur quilt show runs April 28-30
aT iTs april 20 regular meeting, the parkland College Board

of Trustees reorganized with the election of officers of the
Board. Jim voyles of Tuscola (above) was elected chairman of
the board; Bianca green, Champaign, was elected vice chair; and
maureen Banks, Champaign, was named secretary of the board.
elected in 2015, voyles had served as vice chair and is board
representative to the parkland Foundation. He is a retired Tus-
cola superintendent of schools. Submitted photo.

Congressman rodney davis, left, visited the Tuscola syngenta plant last Tuesday with plant
manager Kevin Kaiser. The plant employs 40 people in the processing, treating and bagging off
soybean seeds. davis is a senior member of the U.s. House ag Committee. He said, “ag companies
like syngenta are key job creators in rural communities like Tuscola.” He was recently endorsed
by the illinois Farm Bureau in his campaign for Congress in the 15th district. Submitted photo.

A variety of over 100 quiltswill be displayed at the 31stAnnual Arthur Amish CountryQuilt Show Thursday throughSaturday, April 28-30, at theOtto Center in Arthur.The show will run 10 a.m. to4 p.m. Thursday and Fridayand 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Satur-day. There is a small admissionfee.In addition to the quilts inthe exhibit, another 100 pieceswill be sold during the annualquilt auction that begins at 12noon on Saturday.The show has five judged

categories which include Baby,Wall Hanging, Antique, Pieced(pieced machine quilted andpieced hand quilted), andMixed Techniques. Ribbonsand gift certificates will beawarded for first, second, andthird place in each categoryalong with the Best of Showwinner receiving a $100 giftcertificate and all are re-deemable for merchandise atparticipating Arthur mer-chants. Visitors will determinethe winner of the People’sChoice Award ribbon.Those attending will also

have the opportunity to enter araffle drawing to win a queen-size Amelia’s Dancing Starquilt. The drawing will takeplace on Saturday afternoon.In addition to the quilts ondisplay, there will be a mar-ket/vendor area and a lunchstand with sandwiches, cinna-mon rolls, cookies, and drinksavailable.The Arthur Quilt Show hasbecome the largest spring quiltexhibition in Illinois AmishCountry. It attracts entriesfrom all over Illinois, includingmany Amish-crafted quilts.

For more information onthis year’s Quilt Show you maycall 217-543-2287.

Bobbi Rairden, longtimeDouglas County treasurer, wasinducted as the 2022 presidentof the Illinois Association ofCounty Officials at the IACO’s39th Annual Fall Conferenceheld at the Marriott Hotel inNormal. Prior to her induction,Rairden served terms as secre-tary/treasurer, 1st vice presi-dent, and president-elect onthe IACO board. She was alsochair of the Awards Commit-tee.Rairden will host her firstIACO conference as presidentat the Crowne Plaza in Spring-field from May 11-13.In addition to her involve-ment in the IACO, Rairden waspresident of the Illinois CountyTreasurers’ Association (ICTA)

in 2013 and was awardedTreasurer of the Year for 2013.During her tenure in theICTA, she served on the educa-tion committee, legislativecommittee, hospitality com-mittee, and PAC committee,serving as treasurer of PAC formany years. She remains in-volved in ICTA, currently serv-ing on the nominatingcommittee.She has been the NAC-CTFO/NACO delegate andserved as Zone III chair andsecretary/treasurer. She wasawarded Zone III Treasurer ofthe Year in 2006 and 2019. Shehas also served as a trainer atthe Comptroller’s Trainingheld every four years for allnewly elected Treasurers.

By Colleen Lehmann,
public health liaison

Douglas County
Health DepartmentWith the approval of a sec-ond COVID booster dose, thenumber of appointments forlast week’s clinic jumped. TheDouglas County Health Depart-ment (DCHD) administered ap-proximately 130 shots, over100 of which were Modernasecond boosters. It’s good tosee interest in the additionalprotection, as the Illinois De-partment of Public Health(IDPH) is reporting a steadyrise in COVID cases throughoutthe state, due mostly to theBA.2 omicron subvariant. Infact, while Douglas County isstill in the low transmissioncategory, neighboring Cham-paign County recently was

upped to medium transmis-sion.The three metrics by whichtransmission level is deter-mined are: total new COVIDcases per 100,000 populationin the past 7 days, new COVIDhospital admissions per100,000 population in the past7 days, and the 7-day averagepercentage of staffed inpatientbeds that are COVID patients.Right now in Region 6, 54 of153 ICU beds are available,meaning 99 are filled. Of the306 ventilators in the region,278 are available, meaning 28are in use.Current FDA age approvalsfor COVID vaccines are: age18+ for J&J and Moderna, andage 5+ for Pfizer. Moderna hasannounced it will soon beseeking authorization for two

small-dose shots for childrenage 6 months to 6 years, and isalso seeking dosage approvalfor older children and teens,but as of today neither of thesehas happened. The Modernavaccine is approved for ages 6-12 in Europe and Canada.Pfizer continues to work on itsCOVID vaccine regimen forchildren under 5, with an an-nouncement expected soon.Where does Douglas Countystand in vaccination numbers?Recent IDPH figures show51.81% have at least one dose,48.04% are fully vaccinated(primary series completed),and 4,514 boosters have beenadministered. Testing at ourJ600 facility is seeing an uptickas well, with 46 appointmentson the schedule from April 11-15.




