
By Daniel L. ChamnessWill the 2022 track seasonbe special for the Tuscola LadyWarriors?The answer is forthcoming,but the easy answer would bea resounding "yes'.The Lady Warriors haveflexed their preverbal trackmuscles during a few indoormeets and consider this: manyof the meets did not have thetraditional number of events.In addition, because of the in-door track and the distances,did not have the traditionaloutdoor distances. While theirare many, many meets to go be-fore turning south on Inter-state 57 for the short trip toEastern Illinois University, theLady Warriors look formidableas a team.That formidable team startswith future Murray State Uni-

versity track athlete AlyssaWilliams. The senior won threegold medals at the state finalsone year ago and helped theWarriors grab sixth in the 800-meter relay. She proved shewas the best in 100-meterdash, the 200-meter dash andthe long jump in the IllinoisHigh School Association Class1A Championships held inJune, which is approximatelythree weeks later than it wouldhave been held.While she has yet to earn aletter as a high school trackathlete, Lia Patterson, only afreshman, is showing that shehas the ability to not only scorepoints in the state finals, butpossibly win a number ofchampionships during her ca-reer, which has only just begun."Alyssa and Lia are trulyonce in a lifetime type of ath-

letes," said Drew Sterkel, thegirl's head track coach. "Thebest thing about each of themis not how great they are onthe track, but what great peo-ple they are. In practice, theycompete against each otherknowing that it will only helpthem out in the large meets."Those are two large piecesof the puzzle. In the sprintevents, where Williams is not apresence, Patterson is. Like thehurdle races. Not to mention,legs of the sprint relays. WhileWilliams returns, and Patter-son starts her high school ca-reer, the Lady Warriors alsohave another returnee in MiaHausmann. The junior was alsoa member of the 800-meterrelay one year ago."Mia is a key part of our re-lays," said Sterkel. "We coulduse 100 Mias on our team. She

id one the hardest workingtrack athletes I have ever seen.She leads by example."Other than those three, theWarriors have Natalie Hast-ings, who won the Central Illi-nois Conference title in boththe shot and the discus lastyear and Addysn Pettry, whoreturns in the hurdle races andthe pole vault.Others who will make animpact this year include KennaClodfelder, who is also on the800-meter relay. BraidyStahler, Lauren Woods andHarley Woodard are also ath-letes that will score points con-sistently for the LadyWarriors."One thing I want to pointout about the 2021 graduatingclass is they will never be for-gotten here," said Sterkel."They were so special as a

group. I will highlight theircontributions for the rest of mycoaching career. Hannah (Hor-naday) was our rock and youcould count on her. Paige Goadwas a valuable member of therelays and made a tremendousimpact. Laney (Cummings) andBrynn (Tabeling) were fantas-tic. Laney could run anythingfrom the 100-meter to the

3,200-meter. Brynn was an-other one that could do it all."Tabeling and Cummings,who also ran cross country andplayed girl's basketball for theLady Warriors, were the othertwo members of the 800-meterrelay team. Tabeling is cur-rently suiting up for the Lime-stone University women'sbasketball team.

By Daniel L. ChamnessWhen you lose five playersto graduation and four of thegraduating athletes are playinga college sport, most coacheswould be starting with littleexperience and a clean slate ofplayers.But, even though Lenny Se-menti, the long-time coach ofthe Tuscola Lady Warrior soft-ball team, had to wave goodbyeto Kaitlyn Reifsteck, KendylRing and Jessie Martin, whoare all playing college softball,and Marissa Russo, who isplaying college basketball, hereturns four all conferenceplayers.For the record, Reifsteck isplaying NCAA Division I soft-ball at Eastern Illinois Univer-sity, while Ring and Martinchose the junior college route.Ring is at Parkland College,while Martin suits up for OlneyCentral College. Russo, who

probably could have chosen toplay college softball, is a bas-ketball player for Lakeland Col-lege in Mattoon. The Warriorsalso lost Kendal Morgan tograduation, but she has electednot to play college softball.But, in addition to thosegirls, who garnered many hon-ors during their careers, Se-menti returns Ella Boyer andTaylor Musgrave, who wereboth first-team all conferenceplayers in the Central IllinoisConference. Kerri Pierce andIsabelle Wilcox also return andthey were named to the secondteam. At the present time, Mus-grave is out with an injury."Our pitching depth will bea strength for us," said Se-menti. "Two classes of the girlslost an entire season and a bigportion of yet another season.Game experience and knowl-edge is lacking in come areas.The weather/rainouts have al-

lowed us to work on our pitch-ing depth. We like the workethic and we will strive to getbetter and better. it is our goalto be playing our best softballin May."While Marley Good, a Tus-cola golfer in the fall, did notgarner all-conference honors,she earned a letter and is oneof the athletes currently outwith an injury.In the first five games, theWarriors have posted a recordof 4-1. Their most recent winwas a 14-1 thumping of theShelbyville Rams. Pierceearned the win on the hill asshe worked six innings, allow-ing only three hits. She fannedsix. The hurler did not allow asingle earned run or issue awalk.Offensively, the Warriorshad 12 hits as Zoey Thoma-son and Marissa Boyer eachhad three hits. Thomason

was 3-for-4 with a doubleand triple. She drove home apair and scored twice as well.Boyer was 3-for-4 and drovehome three. She doubled andtripled also. Ava Boyer, whodoubled and tripled as well,was 2-for-3 with a walk. Thefreshman crossed the platethree times."In the first five games,Emily Czerwonka, AddysonRing, Thomason and MarissaBoyer have all donated," saidSementi. "Ava Boyer, althoughonly a freshman, has been agreat addition to our lineup."Sementi has coached theLady Warrior softball team for22 years, but with the COVIDcancellation he has 21 years ofgames. He won his 450th gameduring the 2021 season. Lastyear was one of their bestyears as they rolled to 23-1,losing only their final game ofthe year.
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Lady Warriors ready for 2022 season

Girls’ track team flexes muscle in indoor
meets; prepared for the outdoor season

ISABELLEWILCOX and the Fisher third baseman eye the pitch during the fourth inning. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

KERI PIERCEDELIVERS a pitch against Fisher. The senior has
helped the Lady Warriors post a 4-1 record thus far. Photo by
Daniel L. Chamness.




