
By Daniel L. ChamnessThe Tuscola Warrior trackteam could easily be comparedto some great athletic teams,professional or otherwise, ofthe past in this regard: you arenot quite sure if you are wit-nessing future greatness, butyou know you very well couldbe.The Warriors have a total of36 athletes out for track withthe junior class leading theway with 12 athletes."We should be very strongin the field," said Ryan Horna-day, the Tuscola head coach. "Itis great to have a full winter's

worth of preseason workouts.Last year was brutal for tryingto schedule training in an or-derly fashion from Februarythrough April, while workingaround basketball and foot-ball."Hornaday's assessment ofhis team's strength in the fieldis partially based on the recentindoor season, which endedwith Chris Boyd and Will Foltzboth earned medals at theClass 1A Top Times Meet onthe final Friday of March. Boydearned his medal in the shotput and Foltz earned a medalin the pole vault.

"Chris will be one of the bet-ter throwers in the shot anddiscus in the state of Illinois,"said Hornaday. "Will will bevery regionally strong in thepole vault."The other part of that puz-zle is the unique coaching staffHornaday has to assist him."My assistants are terrific,"said Hornaday. "We havecoaches that were extremelysuccessful athletes. They alsoknow how to instruct andcommunicate with the ath-letes in such a way to makethem successful. That is ahuge plus."

Boyd is a junior, while Foltzis a sophomore. In addition tothe two indoor medaling ath-letes, they also return ConnorLewis, Krish Patel, Logan Wal-lace and Riley Nolan from oneyear ago. Ben Hornaday andBryce Graves are returningsprinters, while Josiah Hortinand Jackson Barrett in the dis-tance events.Wallace, Nolan, Barrett andHortin also made the TopTimes Meet in the 3,200 meterrelay, but did not earn medals.Haven Hatfield and TysonMacaulay are newcomers, butthey are upperclassmen. They

are expected to contribute inthe throwing events. DavidHornaday, only a freshman,and Tristan Gadomsky, are ex-pected to contribute in thesprints as well as the sprint re-lays. Thomas Brown is anothersenior newcomer."We look forward to theTuscola Open and the CentralIllinois Conference Meet," saidHornaday. "In addition, we willlearn so much about ourselvesat the St. Joseph Ogden Classic.It is the most-loaded and com-petitive meet we will attend allyear."The Warriors lost three

seniors to graduation fromthe 2021 team. James Boyd,the older brother of ChrisBoyd, is currently pole vault-ing for Eastern Illinois Uni-versity. They also lost ClaytonHausmann and Hans Good-man to graduation."We ill miss differentthings about those three ath-letes," said Hornaday of hisdeparting seniors. "Claytonwas always a steady presencefor us, while Hans had greatleadership skills. James couldscore points. He had tremen-dous point scoring ability."

April 6, 2022                                                                                                                     Tuscola Review Page 9

Tuscola has numbers: 36
to compete in boys’ track




