
By Colleen Lehmann
Douglas County

Health Department
Public Health LiaisonGood news on the COVIDfront! Last week, Illinois De-partment of Public Healthadopted the CDC recommenda-tion of a second Pfizer or Mod-erna booster shot for certaindemographics. They are as fol-lows:*An additional booster dose

of either Pfizer or Modernawill be available to anyone age50 or older as long as it hasbeen at least four months sincetheir first booster dose.*An additional booster ofPfizer will be available for im-mune-compromised individu-als age 12 and older as long asit has been at least four monthssince their first booster dose.*Any adult age 18 or olderwho received J&J as their pri-

mary COVID vaccine can havean additional booster of Pfizeror Moderna as long as it hasbeen at least four months sincetheir first booster dose.You can get your boosterdose at any of the regularlyscheduled twice monthlyDCHD COVID vaccine clinics atthe Tuscola Outlet Mall J600 lo-cation. Appointments can bemade online atdchealthdept.org or by calling

217-253-4137 ext. 1225.COVID testing schedule at J600remains Monday-Thursdayfrom 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. andFriday 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon.Testing is also done on an ap-pointment basis.IDPH data as of April 1shows 51.76% of DouglasCounty residents have had atleast one vaccine dose, while47.86% of residents are fullyvaccinated. There have been4,459 booster doses adminis-tered to county residents. Thecounty, as well as the entirestate, is currently in the lowtransmission category forspread of COVID. IDPH figuresfrom March 29 show the 7-dayrolling positivity rate (rapidand PCR testing) for DouglasCounty residents was 0.8%,and for Region 6 that numberwas 1.2%.Starting today, seniors en-rolled in Medicare Part B canget up to eight free COVID-19home tests per month frompharmacies at more than adozen national and regionalchain retailers. Included in thelist of participating retailersare Costco, CVS, Hy-Vee, KrogerFamily, Rite Aid, Walgreens,and Walmart, Just a reminderthat anyone can order free at-home test kits from the federalgovernment by logging ontohttps://www.covidtests.gov.Additional information andCOVID-19 data can be found athttps://dph.illinois.gov/covid19.html .
Take a shot at getting up

to date …April 4-8 is Adolescent Im-munization Action Week … acall to action urging parentsand healthcare providers to getadolescents up to date on rec-ommended routine immuniza-tions. The pandemic oftencaused many things to be puton hold, including children’s

well visits and immunizations,and now more than ever it isimperative to get them back ontrack.I would again ask that youconsider if there are publicevents in your community that

DCHD could be involved. Weare happy to set up a trailer,tent, or just a table with infor-mation on public health pro-grams, giveaways, and evenprovide some onsite health-care services.
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JENNI BOYD, center, was the guest speaker at the GFWC East Prairie Jet’s meeting last week. She spoke about her experience in the ArmyNational Guard. Jet’s is a youth extension of theWomen’s
Club. Submitted photo.
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Thank
You!

We would like to thank everyone for the many acts of kindness
and support at the passing of our wife and mother.

Thank you Tim Hilligoss
and his staff.

Thanks everyone for their caring
and support from North Ward.

And Thank You to the
911 staff and Tuscola Fire

Dept. for their quick response.
May God Bless All of You

Dave & Eric Lecher

My dad
and I have

taken care of the
Tuscola Cemetery

for the past 37 years.
I would like to thank the following

people, “past and present” for making
our job so much easier.

And for anyone who picked up a stick
or a piece of trash. Thank you.

My Dad
John Lash

Jesse Wilhelm
Keith Hunt

My brother Dave
John Brookins
Phil Beachy

Mykel Kroll
Greg Ziegler

Chunk Campbell
Wade Wilcox
Brad Hunt

Aaron Thompson
Larry Miller & Red

Tim Hilligoss
Laura Meyers
Mike Meyer

Danny Cleland
Mike Odum
My Mom

— Doug Dietrich

THEY SAYTWINS run in the family. Here, twins JohnHarris (seated, left) and JoeHarris, lifelong
Tuscolians, pose for a four-generation photowith John’s twin great-granddaughters, Rylee Evelyn
Barber (left) and Aubree Jacklyn Barber. Standing, right, is John’s son BrianHarris. At left, stand-
ing, is Brian’s daughter Brook Barber, mother to Rylee and Aubree. Not pictured is Chad Barber,
dad to the baby twins. Submitted photo.

Second booster shot recommended by IDPH




