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Tuscola tops Raiders on Senior Night
By Daniel L. ChamnessA sign that you are impres-sive on the baseball field offen-sively or defensively: even youropponents congratulate you.Such was the life for ColtonMusgrave on Monday after-noon. On senior night, the jun-ior catcher smacked not onebut two homers to help theTuscola Warriors beat the Cen-tral A&M Raiders 10-7. It wastheir seventh overall win of theyear and their third in the Cen-tral Illinois Conference."I saw the ball really welltonight," said the juniorcatcher. "The first homer waspretty satisfying. I think I hit ita little better than the secondone also. It was a curve ball andI focused on the pitch and puta good swing on it."The two-run blast came im-mediately after senior CadenBaer had smacked a double todeep right centerfield.The Raiders were still lead-ing at that point even with thetwo run shot. They had scoredthree times themselves in thetop the first. And they wouldholed the lead until Tuscola'sDylan Shinn reached on anerror and both Jayden Gaines,who had reached on an erroras well, and Chase Jones, who

had smacked a double, cameracing home on the error."It shows when you hit theball, put it in play, good thingscan happen," said TuscolaHead Coach Adam Carver. Westruck out 12 times today. Iwould like to see that numbercut in half. But the middle ofour lineup did some goodthings."When those two runs wereplated, Tuscola took the lead 7-5. They also took it perma-nently. The Raiders, who wouldscore one more in the top ofthe fourth and another in thetop of the seventh could not re-take the lead. Musgrave wouldsmack a three-run homer inthe bottom of the fifth to drivethe Tuscola run total to 10runs. Sophomore Nate Thoma-son, who had started the in-ning with a walk, and Baer,Musgrave's battery mate, whohad been hit by a pitch, bothscored on the left-center fieldblast.When Musgrave trottedaround third, even the Raiderthird baseman had to respecthis performance that day andstuck out his hand."Colton is a great baseballplayer," said Carver. "There isno way to say that. He is excel-

lent behind the plate and oneof the best offensive catchers inthe area."Baer would earn the win,working five innings allowingfive earned Raider runs oneight hits. He fanned eight bat-ters and walked three. JacobWaugh worked the final twoinnings, but did not get thesave. Waugh fanned two andwalked two in his time on thehill.The Warriors had sevenhits. Other than Musgrave'sthree and Baer's two, ChaseJones had the other two hits.The end is near. Even withall the rainouts, the IllinoisHigh School Association Class1A Regional will start nextweek. But that is not until nextThursday on May 19. Thisweek, the Warriors have fourgames, with three of thosebeing on the road. The lone ex-ception is the Warriors wel-come the Meridian Hawks toErvin Park on Thursday night.The game is scheduled to startat 4:30 p.m.They travel to Clintontonight, Shelbyville onWednesday and Sullivan onFriday. All start times are 4:30p.m. at those respective parks.Today was also a special dayfor the Warriors. In addition tologging the win, the TuscolaWarriors had the little leagueteam from First Bank, whohave thus far posted a 4-0mark in their play."It was a huge honor to havethe younger athletes out here,"said Carver. "It was also greatto see the high school team in-teract so well with the 9-10year old athletes."Ron Urban, the 9-10 yearold coach of the First BankTeam, turned his thanks to notonly the coach, but Ryan Hor-naday."What we learned today iswhat it will be like to be a fu-ture Warrior," said Urban."Many of these boys got aglimpse into if you work hard,you get there. Also, some of theolder athletes let them knowthey had not played at 9-10, sothey had a head start on them."The First Bank team boughtcookies for the Warriors andthe Warriors also had cake tocelebrate senior day.
Softball bows
to St. JoeThe Tuscola Lady Warriors

only had one game this week.The Lady Warriors played theSt. Joseph Ogden Lady Spar-tans and lost, but a box scorewas not available.Like the boys, they have afull week of games, before theClass 1A Regional starts nextweek. Ironically, the girls willstart before the baseball teamas they play the winner of theTri-County/St. Teresa game on

May 17 at Ervin Park. Thatgame will be followed by a6:30 game between ArgentaOreana and Arcola at 6:30 p.m.The Tuscola game is scheduledto start at 4:30 p.m.But they have four gamesthis week. They will host Merid-ian at Ervin Park tonight at

4:30. They will also hostGeorgetown at 4:30 on Friday.But, they will face Sullivan andClinton on the road on Wednes-day and Thursday. They willalso face Salt Fork on the roadon Saturday. The start times are4:30 for Sullivan and Clintonand 10 a.m. for Salt Fork.

the seniOrs stand behind the senior cake. From left to right: dylan shinn, peyton armstrong, chase Jones, Jayden
gaines, caden Baer, doug ruggles and patrick pierce. photo by daniel L. chamness.

cOLtOn Musgrave, tuscola's junior catcher, signs an autograph for a member of the First
state Bank team. Musgrave smacked two homers during the game to help the warriors win
the game 10-7. Photo by Daniel L. Chamness.

Owen Lauwers accepts the ball from easton cunning-
ham. the member of the trust Bank team was one of the
players scheduled to take the first pitch in the pregame cer-
emony. Submitted photo.




