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Planting going slowly here and nationally

School Board plans for next phase
of capital improvement projects

PUBLIC NOTICE

AUCTIONS MISC.

Planting has gone slowly inboth Douglas County and therest of the nation. According tothe May 16 crop progress re-port, Illinois farmers haveplanted 55% of their intendedcorn acres, compared to a five-year average of 70%. Nation-ally, just 49% of the corn isplanted, as opposed to 67% onaverage. Soybean planting isbehind as well. 38% of the soy-beans are in the ground, com-pared to the 45% five-yearaverage.Late planting does not meanpoor yields. We can still raisegood crops this year. But thechances of bumper yields de-crease every day. One sourcesays the corn yield goes downabout half a bushel each dayafter May 20. Ultimately, theweather dictates what our cornand soybeans will yield thisyear. A favorable summercould still give us decent crops.Planting soybeans ahead ofcorn continued to gain popular-ity this spring. Some farmersplanted all their beans beforethey planted any corn. Soybeansmature when the day lengthshortens in the fall. They can getmore hours of sun when plantedin April. No one ever plantedsoybeans before corn until justthe last few years.We planted some beansthen switched and planted ourcorn. We wanted to get our

corn planted as early as wecould. Hopefully, it will matureand dry down normally. What-ever late-planted corn yields, itis likely to be high in moistureand expensive to dry to a safemoisture level.Unfortunately, part of ourearly planted beans do nothave a good enough stand andwill have to be replanted. Itwas a timing issue. The soilcrusted and the soybeanscouldn’t force their waythrough the ground. Fieldsplanted before and after theseare fine.What is considered a goodstand of soybeans has evolvedthrough the years as well.When we cleaned beans thatwe saved from the year beforeand planted them without anytreatment, we tried to plant 10or 11 beans to the foot or row,something like 190,000 to theacre. Now we plant around140,000 to the acre and end upwith a final population of120,000 plants.The United States needs toraise good crops to make up forshortfalls around the world.South America grows most ofits corn as a double crop aftersoybeans. Hot dry weather hashurt that crop this year. France,the European Union’s biggestgrain producer is undergoing along-term drought. They arethe 6th largest wheat producer

in the world and the world’s4th largest exporter of wheat.Recent forecasts cut the Frenchwheat crop by 10 percent.There has been a lot of spec-ulation about how many acresof crops Ukraine farmers mayplant. I have heard from 30 to50% of last year. They cannotexport the crops they have instorage from last year as well.Most of that grain goes out ofthe country through the BlackSea. Those ports are in ruinsand sown with mines.Railing the grain westwould seem to make sense, butthere is another problem withthat. Ukraine railroads are adifferent gauge than WesternEurope, a relic of the SovietUnion period of history. Therailcars must be switched torunning gears to match theother rails or unloaded ontocars that match the rail gauge.It is a problem I would neverhave thought of.The very warm weather inmid-May brought both corn andsoybeans out of the groundquickly. We saw corn emerge in5 days. That would seempreferable to struggling for twoor three weeks under cold con-ditions. The calculation to de-termine how long it will take aplant to emerge uses a base of50 degrees. A day when thehigh is not 50 means no growth.April had several days with a

high of 50 degrees or less.As we plant the crop for2022, we are always thinkingabout next year. I think that thewet weather most of the CornBelt experienced spread outplanting and prevented anyshortages of fertilizer and her-bicides so far. This fall may bea different story as we all try toapply nutrients for next year.The Federal government ismaking $500 million availablein a fertilizer production pro-gram. That amount would notbuild one nitrogen plant, and itwould be years for it to pro-duce anything. Illinois FarmBureau submitted commentsto the US Department of Agri-culture recommending thatmoney could be used to ex-pand fertilizer storage, both onfarms and for small fertilizeroutlets. This would not in-crease fertilizer supplies, but it

would make that fertilizermore readily available duringthe crush of spring and fall ap-plication.The dry fertilizers we useare easily handled and stored.These can be purchased at anyhome center in bags. The liquidand gaseous nitrogen that weuse is another matter. The liq-uid products are corrosive andneed to be stored in plastic orstainless-steel tanks, with con-tainment to catch any spill. An-hydrous ammonia must bestored under pressure. A tankrated to store natural gas is notrated to store anhydrous. Thereare unique problems and ex-penses to fertilizer storage.I was part of the early dis-cussions about the proposednitrogen plant at Tuscola. Thepeople we were dealing withwere Eastern European andTurkish companies. They

planned to produce urea, a drynitrogen granule that is the lastproduct in the manufacturingprocess of natural gas into fer-tilizer. You can store it in abucket if it is kept dry andspread it by hand.One of the principles com-mented to me that there is a lotof direct injection of anhydrousammonia in the US. I told himthey might want to set up to sellanhydrous too. Our larger-scaleagriculture has the equipmentand expertise to handle thatproduct, and benefit from itsrelative cheapness compared toother more manufacturedforms of nitrogen. A small Euro-pean farmer would be morelikely to require a dry producteasily handled and spread.We were able to put a lot ofcorn and soybeans in theground in about 10 days ofrunning time. We need somemore good weather to finishplanting and move on to thenext operations. We have nitro-gen to go on several acres anda lot of herbicide needs to besprayed. An extended nicespring would have been nice,but a late wet spring is whatwe were dealt. This kind ofyear sells a lot of farm equip-ment. Bigger stuff covers theground faster.Thank you for reading aboutDouglas County Agriculture,and fertilizer, this month.

The Tuscola School Boardput phase 2 of its building im-provement plan into motionMonday night by approving arequest for proposals.Like the first phase, theBoard plans to seek proposalsfor the $15 million in projectsand interview those who re-spond and then choose a com-pany to manage the projects.Separtely, the Board hired GrayDesign architects and WRF En-gineering for preliminary de-sign work.Gray Design has done thework on the $5 million firstphase but is not the district’s“architect of record.” Superin-tendent Gary Alexander saidthe district does not have touse its architect of record ifthe cost is under $40,000.The Gray Design price was$27,900 for what Boardmember Chris Rennels called“vision casting” with

schematic drawings. The dis-trict will own the drawingsand can use them with anycontractor or constructionmanager they choose,Alexander said.Board member DaroldSpillman asked whether GrayDesign could be designatedas the architect of record andAlexander said they could.“It’s pretty easy to do,”Alexander said.Alexander said phase 2 willinclude upgrades to the highschool’s stage and cafeteria aswell as modernization of class-rooms.Meanwhile, the Board ap-proved bids for fencing atNorth Ward and the highschool. The bid for North Wardwas $41,550 while the highschool bid, which includes re-placing the perimeter fencingwith new, black fencing andseveral gates, was

$148,371.50. Both bids wereFromm Main Street Construc-tion.The bid includes removal ofold fencing at the high school.Alexander said he hopes theNorth Ward project can becompleted before school re-sumes next fall. He said the dis-trict has sales tax revenue topay for the fencing. The salestax funds can be used only forcapital improvements.Alexander said he wasasked if the $15 million inbonds sold for renovationscould be used to help payteacher salaries. He said itwould be illegal to do thatsince the bonds were sold forthe express purpose of capitalimprovements.The Board also approved arevised tentative budget andset a budget hearing for 7p.m. June 27. Alexandernoted that the last payment

from the state for the per-sonal property replacementtax was $1 million. “That’snever happened before.” Hesaid schools across the statehave reported windfalls fromthe tax this year but don’t ex-pect it to repeat next year. Hesaid he will probably budgetfor 60 percent of this year’sreceipts.He also reported that thedistrict’s health insurance isgoing up 13 percent due to thedistrict’s loss ratio. He said helooked into other health insur-ance plans but could not findanything cheaper due to claimswithin the district.In other business, the Boardapproved a lease agreementwith Midwest Transit to re-place the district’s bus at a costof $12,703 per year for fiveyears. In response to Boardmembers’ questions, Alexan-der said the cost of bus chassis

has gone up about $3,000 butthat Midwest Transit is absorb-ing that cost.The district’s bus is not usedto transport students to andfrom school; that is providedby Gould Bus Service.The Board also approvedasking voters again if theywant to go to an at-large elec-tion of Board members.Alexander said it is required bylaw to place the question onthe ballot since the district hadto appoint a member after thelast election. The question wasasked during the last electionand was turned down by vot-ers.Also Monday, the Board ap-proved donations as follows:$100 from Monical’s Pizza,$250 from Dairy Queen and$25 from Tuscola Home Cen-ter, all for East Prairie FunDays.Resignations were ac-

cepted from Hannah Churchas music teacher, AshleeEllerbush as East PrairieScholastic Bowl and StudentCouncil sponsor, Christy Hoelas prom sponsor, DarceyVoyles as prom sponsor,Stephen Massey as parapro-fessional, Mike Bingaman asparaprofessional and AshleyWishard as East Prairie spe-cial education teacher.Hired was Lyle Pettyjohn asa custodian and Julia Hudsonas a paraprofessional. The stu-dent summer help list also wasapproved.During the meeting, the ad-ministrators thanked the sub-stitute teachers for their workthis year including full-timeteachers who helped coverclassrooms when needed.Wade Wilcox and JerrodBaird were absent from themeeting.




