
By Daniel L. ChamnessIt is not often that a regionalwinner has to turn around andplay in the first round of thesectional a mere 24 hourslater.Except for a year when itrains, or the weather does notcorporate on a regular basis.Like 2021.On Monday night, the Tus-cola Lady Warriors cele-brated not only their 21stwin of the season, against six

defeats, but a regional cham-pionship. But, the celebrationwill be short-lived as theLady Warriors will have toplay, weather permitting, inthe first round of the sec-tional. They are scheduled toplay Heyworth at 6:30 p.m.,under the lights at LeRoy."We do not know muchabout Heyworth, but we knowthey have a good pitcher," saidLeonard Sementi, Tuscola'shead coach. "And you do not

win a regional title if you arenot a good team. Everyone isgood at this point."The Warriors topped theArgenta-Oreana Bombers 6-5as the Lady Warriors finishedwith 10 hits. Tuscola's Ad-disyn Ring, Ava Boyer, TaylorMusgrave and Ella Boyereach had multiple hits. In ad-dition, while they only hadone hit each, Emily Czer-wonka and Isabelle Wilcoxeach tripled.

"The top three hitters in ourlineup (Ava Boyer, Musgraveand Ella Boyer) got the ballrolling in the first inning," saidSementi. "Zoey started an in-ning off with a triple and itmade it very easy to get herhome, while Izzy tripled withthe bases loaded to drive homethree. Both were timely,needed hits."Ella Boyer was 2-for-4 witha double. She scored twice anddrove home one. Musgrave and

Ring were each 2-for-3. AvaBoyer was 2-for-4 and scored arun.The Lady Warriors earnedthe right to play the LadyBombers for the regional titleby topping the St. Teresa Bull-dogs."We had a seven run first in-ning," reported Sementi of thegame against the Lady Dawgs."It really took the wind out oftheir sails."Kerri Pierce was the pitcher

of record against the LadyBombers. She worked seveninnings, allowing four earnedruns on eight hits. She fannedfour and walked one."Kerri has been so solid forus," said Sementi. "It is only herfirst year in the varsity circleand she has put us on her back.We had two errors during oneinning of play and she just keptthrowing pitches necessary toget ground balls."
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Tuscola Lady Warriors win Regional title

Tuscola girls win first ever
state title in track and field

By Daniel L. ChamnessOn Saturday afternoon, theTuscola Lady Warriors madehistory.Not only did they score 57points to win the Illinois HighSchool Association Class 1AState Championship on thegirl's level, four girls left East-ern Illinois University'sO'Brien Field with the follow-ing personal hardware: eightgold medals, one silver medal,a bronze medal and a fifthplace medal. Four girls, 10medals."I knew going into the meetthat earning 10 medals was en-tirely possible," said DrewSterkel, Tuscola's head coach."This girls bought into theworkouts and believed in thedream from the beginning ofthe season. Mentally, the girlswould pick each other up. Weaccomplished what we did, be-cause of the team. Yes we havestars. But, we also have roleplayers that embraced thoseroles. And it was not just therunners that earned medals,we had girls all year in practicemaking these athletes betterand better."Other firsts for the LadyWarriors, any Lady Warrior, in-clude this is the first statechampionship won by the fe-males in any sport. The War-riors have two football statetitles under their belt at theboys level.The 800-meter relay teamwon the race combining thetalents of four 200-metersprinters to win in schoolrecord time of 1 minute, 44.11

seasons. The former record,which has stood since 1994,was 1:46.16. Alyssa Williams,would leave the park withthree golds and one bronzemedal, led off the relay.Williams ran a split of :24.30seconds.Less than one minute later,freshman Lia Patterson wasgripping the baton, and dash-ing the anchor leg, which whenshe would cross the finish line,not only Williams and Patter-son, but Mia Hausmann and Jil-lian Alexander, would earn theright to call themselves statechampions in the relay event.Patterson ran the final leg in:25.1."When I got the baton, I wasjust concentrating on not drop-ping the it," recalled the soph-omore. "I just wanted to run agood leg and get the schoolrecord. It was great to medal infour events, that was my goal. Iam proudest of the 200-meterdash and of course, the 800-meter relay."Sandwiched between theperformances of the four-medal athletes, was second legHausmann, who finished in:28.51, Alexander, the fresh-man, who finished in :27.2."I knew that Alyssa wouldbe coming in very fast," saidHausmann. "I am laser focusedon her rounding the corner.Once she hits the mark, I takeoff and reach back for thebaton. When I feel it in myhand, I focus on running on theinside of my lane around thecurve. When I am on thestraightaway, I look for Jillian

and focus on getting her thebaton cleanly.""When I got the baton, Iwas pretty sure we were insecond place," said Alexander."I had to push to get thebaton to Lia, so she could fin-

ish the race for us. It was re-ally about pushing myself formy last race of the year."Williams already had a goldmedal by the time the 800-meter relay commenced. The2021 state champion in the

100-meter dash, defended hercrown, running a time of:12.31. She would win by34/100ths of a second. MaconMeridian's Kailyn Moreland,also a Central Illinois Confer-ence competitor, took secondwith a :12.65.She would win the 200-meter dash as well and thesenior would have plenty ofbackup. When the 200-meterdash started, the Lady War-riors were down to Newark54-39. But, 18 points scored bynot only Williams, who won in:25.04, but Patterson, who puteight points on the board witha time of :25.33 and a secondplace finish."Hollywood could not havewritten a better story thanthat," said Sterkel of the 200-meter dash. "We were prettysure that Alyssa would win, butwe knew that Lia could finishanywhere from secondthrough seventh. When she gotsecond, I breathed a little eas-ier."His senior leader and super-star was not as comfortable."I knew that Winnebagowas still in the mix and theyhad the 1,600-meter relay togo," said Williams. "We wereout there rooting for any teamwe thought had a shot to beatthem."Patterson would grab twomore medals, both in the hur-dle races. Patterson tookthird in the 300-meter hur-

dles. She finished in :45.83.Earlier in the day, the LadyWarrior freshman finished in:15.44.Williams earned a thirdplace medal in the long jump.She recorded a distance of 5.27meters.Prelims: The Lady Warriorsgot every athlete through theThursday prelims, save the400-meter relay. Hausmann,Harley Woodard, Keena Clod-felder and Alexander com-bined forces to run a :52.56.The foursome finished 21stoverall. To advance out of theprelims, they had to finish inthe top nine.In the 800-meter relay onThursday, the Lady Warriorsfinished with the fourth fastesttime of the day. They broke thetape at 1:46.85. The same fourthat earned the state title twodays later, ran the prelims onThursday.Williams ended Thursdaywith the top times in the 100-meter dash (:12.03) and 200-meter dash (:24.97). Her leapof 5.07 meters in the long jumpwas the ninth best effort of theprelims.Patterson would finish theprelims, exactly where she fin-ished the finals. In the 300-meter hurdle prelims, shefinished in :46.76, which wasthe third fastest time. She ran atime of :15.24 in the 100-meterhurdles, which was fifth fastesttime of the prelims.

Mia HausMann, leFT, passes the baton to Harley Woodard in the 400-meter relay. Making up the rest of the relay team
were Keena clodfelder and Jillian alexander. Photo courtesy of Nora Mayberry/St. Joseph Record.

Tuscola’s lia PaTTerson reacts as she crosses the finish line in the 4x200 meter relay during the class 1a iHsa Girls
Track & Field state Finals. The team of alyssa Williams, Mia Hausmann, Jillian alexander, and lia Patterson claimed the
state title with a time of 1:44.11.Photo by Douglas Cottle.




