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2021 WATER QUALITY REPORT— CITY OF TUSCOLA
The water you drinkAnnual Water Quality Re-port for the period of January 1to December 31, 2021.This report is intended toprovide you with important in-formation about your drinkingwater and the efforts made bythe City of Tuscola to providesafe drinking water.Drinking water, includingbottled water, may reasonablybe expected to contain at leastsmall amounts of some con-taminants. The presence ofcontaminants does not neces-sarily indicate that water posesa health risk. More informa-tion about contaminants andpotential health effects can beobtained by calling the EPAsSafe Drinking Water Hotline at(800) 426-4791.In order to ensure that tapwater is safe to drink, EPA pre-scribes regulations which limitthe amount of certain contam-inants in water provided bypublic water systems. FDA reg-ulations establish limits forcontaminants in bottled waterwhich must provide the sameprotection for public health.
Sources of waterTuscola receives watersolely from the Champaign Di-vision of Illinois-AmericanWater Company (IAWC). In1994, a new 750,000 gallonwater tower was built replac-ing the two old smaller towers.At that time a 14” water mainwas laid from Champaign toTuscola. Upon completion ofthe new system, Tuscola beganreceiving water from IAWC.Subsequently, the old localwells which had supplied theCity for years, were capped offas per Division of Mining regu-lations.The source of supply for Tus-cola is purchased groundwater.To determine Illinois AmericanWater Company-Champaign’ssusceptibility to groundwater

contamination, a Well Site Sur-vey Report from February 1991and a source inventory con-ducted in 1999 by the IllinoisRural Water Association in coop-eration with the Illinois EPA,were reviewed. Based on the in-formation contained in thesedocuments, nineteen potentialsources of groundwater contam-ination are present that couldpose a hazard to groundwaterpumped by the Illinois AmericanWater Company-Champaigncommunity water supply wells.These include three stores/sales,two printing companies, a man-ufacturing/processing of chemi-cals, a warehouse, a vehiclesales, two lagoons, a construc-tion/demolition co., two electri-cal generators/substations,three below ground fuel stor-ages, a quarrying of material,two septic systems, and a well.The Illinois EPA has determinedthat Illinois American WaterCompany-Champaign Wells #35,#40, #41, #42, #43, #45, #46,and #47 are susceptible to IOC,VOC and SOC contamination.Wells #53, #54, #55, #56, #57,#58, #59, #60, #61, #62, #63,#64, #65 and #66 are not sus-ceptible to IOC, VOC or SOC con-tamination. This determinationis based on a number of criteriaincluding: monitoring con-ducted at the wells; monitoringconducted at the entry point tothe distribution system; and theavailable hydrogeologic data forthe wells.We want our valued cus-tomers to be informed abouttheir water quality. If youwould like to learn more,please feel welcome to attendany of our regularly scheduledmeetings. The source waterassessment for our supply hasbeen completed by the IllinoisEPA. If you would like a copy ofthis information, please stopby City Hall or contact Marke-sha Davis, Water Quality andEnvironmental Compliance Su-

pervisor at 217-377-4764 oremail at Markesha.Davis@amwater.com. To view asummary version of the com-pleted Source Water Assess-ments, including: Importanceof Source Water; Susceptibilityto Contamination Determina-tion; and documentation/rec-ommendation of Source WaterProtection Efforts, you may ac-cess the Illinois EPA website athttp://www.epa.state.il.us/cgi-bin/wp/swap-fact-sheets.pl.
Information about
all drinking waterThe sources of drinkingwater (both tap water and bot-tled water) include rivers,lakes, streams, ponds, reser-voirs, springs and wells. Aswater travels over the surfaceof the land or through theground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, insome cases, radioactive mate-rial, and can pick up sub-stances resulting from thepresence of animals or humanactivity.Contaminants that may bepresent in source water in-clude:• Microbial contaminants,such as viruses and bacteria,which may come from sewagetreatment plants, septic sys-tems, agricultural livestock op-erations and wildlife.• Inorganic contaminants,such as salts and metals, whichcan be naturally-occurring orresult from urban storm waterrunoff, industrial or domesticwastewater discharges, oil andgas production, mining orfarming.• Pesticides and herbicides,which may come from a varietyof sources such as agriculture,urban stormwater runoff andresidential uses.• Organic chemical contam-inants, including synthetic andvolatile organic chemicals,which are by-products of in-

dustrial processes and petro-leum production, and can alsocome from gas stations, urbanstormwater runoff and septicsystems.• Radioactive contaminants,which can be naturally-occur-ring or be the result of oil andgas production and mining ac-tivities.
RadonRadon is a radioactive gasthat you can’t see, taste orsmell. It has been linked tolung cancer. It is foundthroughout the U.S. and canmove up through the groundand into a home throughcracks and holes in a founda-tion. Radon can build up tohigh levels in all types ofhomes, and it can also get intoindoor air when released fromtap water from showering,washing dishes, and otherhousehold activities. Com-pared to radon entering thehome through soil, radon en-tering the home through tapwater will, in most cases, be asmall source of radon in indoorair. Illinois American Waterhas monitored for radon foryears. The Lincoln wells andfinished water were sampledfor radon in 2007. Finishedwater levels ranged from 140 –194 pCi/L, with an average of167 pCi/L. The USEPA is pro-posing limits on radon indrinking water depending onother steps that are used to re-duce radon from other indoorsources. For information onradon in indoor air, call yourlocal health department or theNational Radon Hotline at 800-SOS-RADON.
LeadIf present, elevated levels oflead can cause serious healthproblems, especially for preg-nant women and young chil-dren. Lead in drinking water isprimarily from materials and

components associated withservice lines and home plumb-ing. The City of Tuscola cannotcontrol the variety of materialsused in plumbing components.When your water has been sit-ting for several hours, you canminimize the potential for leadexposure by flushing your tapfor 30 seconds to 2 minutes be-fore using water for drinkingor cooking. If you are con-cerned about lead in yourwater, you may wish to haveyour water tested. Informationon lead in drinking water, test-ing methods, and steps you cantake to minimize exposure isavailable from the Safe Drink-ing Water Hotline or athttp://www.epa.gov/safewa-ter/lead.
Important Health
InformationSome people may be morevulnerable to contaminants indrinking water than the gen-eral population. Immuno-com-promised persons such aspersons with cancer undergo-ing chemotherapy, personswho have undergone organtransplants, people withHIV/AIDS or other immunesystem disorders, some elderly,and infants can be particularlyat risk from infections. Thesepeople should seek adviceabout drinking water fromtheir health care providers.EPA/CDC guidelines on appro-priate means to lessen the riskof infection by Cryptosporid-ium and other microbial con-taminants are available fromthe USEPA’s Safe DrinkingWater Hotline (1-800-426-4791).
A Message for People
with Severely Weakened
Immune SystemsCryptosporidium is a proto-zoan found in untreated sur-face waters throughout theUnited States (the organism is

generally not present in aground water source). Al-though filtration removescryptosporidium, the mostcommonly used filtrationmethods cannot guarantee100% removal. Ingestion ofCryptosporidium may causecryptosporidiosis, an abdomi-nal infection. Symptoms of in-fection include nausea,diarrhea, and abdominalcramps. Most healthy individ-uals can overcome the diseasewithin a few weeks. However,people with severely weak-ened immune systems have arisk of developing life-threat-ening illness. We encouragesuch people to consult theirdoctors regarding appropriateprecautions to take to avoid in-fection. Cryptosporidium mustbe ingested to cause disease,and it is spread through meansother than drinking water.
Your questions are welcome.We want our valued cus-tomers to be informed abouttheir water quality. If you wouldlike to learn more, please feelwelcome to attend any of ourregularly scheduled City Councilmeetings held on the 2nd and4th Monday of each month at7:30 PM. The source water as-sessment for our supply hasbeen completed by the IllinoisEPA. If you would like a copy ofthis information, please stop byCity Hall or call our water oper-ator at (217) 253-2112. To viewa summary version of the com-pleted Source Water Assess-ments, including: Importance ofSource Water; Susceptibility toContamination Determination;and documentation/recommen-dation of Source Water Protec-tion Efforts, you may access theIllinois EPA website athttp://www.epa.state.il.us/cgi-bin/wp/swap-fact-sheets.pl orby calling the EPA’s Safe Drink-ing Water Hotline, 800-426-4791.

-Definition of Terms-
Treatment Technique or TT: A requiredprocess intended to reduce the level of a con-taminant in drinking water.
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal

(MCLG): The level of a contaminant in drinkingwater below which there is no known or ex-pected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a marginof safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): Thehighest level of a contaminant that is allowedin drinking water. MCLs are set as close to theMCLGs as feasible using the best availabletreatment technology.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level

(MRDL): The highest level of disinfectant al-lowed in drinking water. There is convincingevidence that addition of a disinfectant is nec-essary for control of microbial contaminants.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level

Goal (MRDLG): The level of a drinking waterdisinfectant below which there is no known orexpected risk to health. MRDLG’s do not reflectthe benefits of the use of disinfectants to con-trol microbial contaminants.
Level 1 Assessment: A study of the watersystem to identify potential problems and de-termine (if possible) why total coliform bacte-ria have been found in our water system.
Level 2 Assessment: A very detailed studyof the water system to identify potential prob-lems and determine (if possible) why an E. coliMCL violation has occurred and/or why totalcoliform bacteria have been found in our watersystem on multiple occasions.
Avg: Regulatory compliance with someMCLs are based on running annual average ofmonthly samples.
Ppb or ug/l- Parts per billion or micro-grams per liter: or one ounce in 7,350,000 gal-lons of water.
ppm or mg/l- Parts per million or mil-ligrams per liter: or one ounce in 7,350 gallonsof water.
mrem: millirems per year; a measure of ra-diation absorbed by the body.
PCi/I – Picocuries per liter, Measurement ofthe natural rate of disintegration of radioactivecontaminants in water. (also beta particles)
nd: Not detected.
n/a: Not applicable.NOTE: Copies of this report will not bemailed to individual customers this year.Copies are available to be picked up at TuscolaCity Hall, 214 N. Main, Tuscola, IL.Este informe contiene información muy im-portante sobre el agua que usted bebe.Tradúzcalo ó hable con alguien que lo en-tienda bien.
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