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By Daniel L. ChamnessChristopher Boyd, a Tuscolajunior, has several goals for theIllinois High School Associa-tion Class 1A State Track andField Finals in 2023.On Saturday, the Warriorthree-sport athlete, left East-ern Illinois University'sO'Brian Field in Charlestonwith several things. The mostnotable: a silver medal signify-ing the second best shot putterin the state of Illinois in Class1A. What you could not seethat the junior had was he isthe top returnee in the state ofIllinois in that event. Herecorded a toss of 17.43 me-ters. which is 58 feet."I am very happy with sec-ond place," said the juniorthree-sport athlete, who playsfootball and basketball at Tus-cola as well. At the state meet,my footwork was better than itever had been this season."But, it can get better. Also, I

know one of the things I mustdo is get faster and more ex-plosive through the ring."He lost only to Cowden Her-rick Beecher City's DanielLucas, who threw 18.25 me-ters to win the shot put. Notsurprisingly, the shot put,which is a strength throwingevent was packed with seniors,who grabbed six of the ninemedals. Other than Boyd re-turning in one year, the othersthat earned all state status,who are juniors, are Catlin SaltFork's Garrett Taylor, whothrew 16.03 meters and tookthird, and Newton's JacobWickham, who took ninth witha throw of 14.80 meters."Dan (Lucas) is incrediblytalented and a Division I re-cruit," said Ryan Hornaday,Tuscola's head coach and ath-letic director. "Chris taking sec-ond to him is quite a feat, quitehonestly. Most schools willnever have a shot putter

throwing over 60-0. We havehad three. That is a testamentto Coach Stan Wienke and hisknowledge/expertise aboutthrowing events. Chris is asuper young man. He has somuch God-given talent. He isso coachable and humble. A joyto work with. My hope forChris is to not only win theshot put, but earn a medal inthe discus as well."For next year, he not onlywants to be the best shot put-ter in the history of TuscolaHigh School, which would be alofty enough goal given theirare two former shot put cham-pions, who competed for theWarriors. The most recent andthe best ever is current Okla-homa State University offen-sive lineman Hunter Woodard.Woodard, who threw 63-0,earned the state title a merefour years ago. Woodard'sthrow is not only the Warriorschool record, but only six

inches from the Class 1A staterecord. The state record is 63-6. "With the second place fin-ish, I am really encouraged andmotivated," said Boyd. "Onething I can do is hit the weightroom much harder than I havein the past. I am going make ita bigger part of my routine.Gaining that added strengthwill help me quite a bit."Boyd also made Thursday'sprelims in the discus, but failedto make the finals on Saturday.He would finish 16th overall inthe discus, recording a toss of43.34 meters. To make the fi-nals, a throw of 44.52 metersor better was required. Thatwould have put him among thetop 12 throwers in 1A."I need to get much betterat discus," said Boyd. "I was nothappy to be in the secondflight. But, I learned prettyquickly that I had not donewhat needed to be done to be

in the first flight. I need to getbetter. For me it was a disap-pointing state final in thatevent."The Tuscola Warrior 3,200meter relay team made the fi-nals and finished 12th overall.To earn a medal, a time of8:13.16 or faster was needed.The Tuscola foursome of Jack-son Barrett, Riley Nolan, LoganWallace and Josiah Hortin fin-ished in 8:30.93."I was happy with my open-ing leg in the finals, but not inthe prelims," said Barrett, oneof two sophomores on therelay team. "I think with Josiahand I returning on the relay, wehave something to build on.We hope to be back next year."The Warriors advancedfrom the Thursday prelims, byrunning a time of 8:25.64.They were the 11th place inthe prelims.Both Hortin and Barrettcompeted in the prelims of the

1,600-meter run as well.Hortin took 28th, while Barretttook 34th. Hortin finished in4:43.18, while Barrett finishedthe prelims in 4:52.28.The 800-meter relay teamof Hunter Branca, ConnorLewis, Krish Patel and BenHornaday made the prelims inthe 800-meter relay and weless than two seconds from ad-vancing to the finals. The four-some took 216th with a time of1:33.54. Camp Point Centralgrabbed the final qualifyingspot with a 1:31.93. BothBranca and Hornaday are jun-iors and slated to return.Will Foltz advanced to theprelims in the pole vault, butdid not register a height for thefinals."I think advancing to statewhen you are an underclass-man, pays dividends later inyour career," said Hornaday. "Iam looking forward to the up-coming years."

Boyd captures second in State shot put




