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Nat'l Guard honors Duckwork; former Tuscolian keynotes

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois - The
National Guard Association of
Illinois honored U.S. Senator
Tammy Duckworth as the
NGAI Legislator of the Year
during its annual banquet and
awards ceremony at the Wyn-
dham Springfield City Centre,
Springfield, 1llinois, May 20.

“I'm so honored to receive
this award from an association
that has meant so much to me
since I joined the Illinois Na-
tional Guard so many years
ago,” Duckworth said via a pre-
recorded message. “As your
senator, I work hard to make
sure our service members, vet-
erans and families have the
support they deserve.”

Duckworth, who serves on
the Senate Armed Services
Committee and is the chair-
man of the Airland sub-com-
mittee, said she is proud some
of her provisions were in-
cluded in the 2022 National
Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA).

“One of the provisions in-
cluded requires the Air Force
to maintain a sufficient fleet of
C-130s to ensure there is in-
ventory to carry out critical
missions both domestically
and overseas,” Duckworth said.
“This will ensure the 182nd
Airlift Wing’s, based in Peoria,
mission will remain for years
to come. It also means that our
National Guard units across
the country, in Illinois and in
Peoria have the ability to re-

spond to new emergencies and
domestic missions.”

She said this will also pro-
tect the jobs of 1,250 Airmen
and approximately 370 full-
time employees in Illinois.

Another provision included
in the NDAA addresses the
scourge of military hunger
among service members.

“As someone whose family
relied on public nutrition pro-
grams after my father lost his
job and who served in uniform
most of my adult life, 'm so
glad we’re working on policies
so our service members and
families have enough to eat,”
she said. “But our work is not
done. I'm working with the
leaders of the Illinois National
Guard on further improve-
ments.”

Duckworth, the first female
double amputee of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, thanked the
members of the Illinois Na-
tional Guard for the great work
they have done in supporting
and defending the citizens of
this country around the world
and within the state of Illinois.

“For the past two years, the
[llinois National Guard has
been at the forefront of re-
sponding to calls for assistance
from the state of Illinois to sup-
port the COVID-19 response
efforts,” said Duckworth, who
retired as a lieutenant colonel
in the Illinois Army National
Guard. “Deployments continue
around the world and the Sol-

diers and Airmen of the Illinois
National Guard have re-
sponded and performed with
professionalism.”

Duckworth said with the
Russian invasion of Ukraine,
the role of the ILNG remains
critical for the region.

“The State Partnership Pro-
gram with Poland has been a
success for decades,” she said.
“It is even more important for
the region now that Putin is
threatening the region.”

Maj. Gen. Rich Neely, the Ad-
jutant General of Illinois and
Commander of the Illinois Na-
tional Guard said Duckworth'’s
work as a U.S. Senator support-
ing service members, veterans
and families is the reason she
was selected as the NGAI Leg-
islator of the Year.

“She gets it. She has worn the
same uniform as we do. She has
served in the same formations,”
Neely said. “It makes my job as
TAG a lot easier when I walk in a
room and explain our issues at
hand to someone who has worn
the uniform.”

The NGAI also announced
Erin Nilles as a recipient of a
$2,500 scholarship. Nilles,
daughter of Illinois Air National
Guard Master Sgt. Joshua Nilles
and his wife, Marcella, of
Venedy, Illinois, will attend
Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale and major in dental
hygiene. Nilles is a technician
with the 126th Maintenance
Group at Scott Air Force Base.

“Thank you for this scholar-
ship,” Nilles said. “This will
help me on my path to become
a dental hygienist.”

Former U.S. Congressman
and retired major general
William L. Enyart, a former
Tuscola resident who served
as the 37th Adjutant General of
[llinois, delivered the keynote
address.

“Senator Duckworth wanted
me to express to you the very
great honor she feels being
named the NGAI Legislator of
the Year,” Enyart said. “Having
one of our own serving on the
Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee is of critical importance to
us. Her selection is a well-earned
honor for her. She is truly an ad-
vocate for the National Guard,
[llinois and national security.”

Enyart talked about the
connection between the Illi-
nois National Guard and the
Ukrainian military.

“There has been mention of
the Illinois National Guard
training the Ukrainian military
recently and maybe a word or
two about the California Na-
tional Guard training the
Ukrainian military. But we
were there at the beginning,’
he said. “The Illinois National
Guard’s support to Ukraine
begin in the last century when
we sent a platoon size element
to Ukraine in 1999. That was
our beginning with Ukraine.”

Enyart explained that the
State Partnership Program

with Ukraine’s neighboring
country Poland began in 1993
and at times supported
Ukraine and assisted the Cali-
fornia National Guard with
their SPP with Ukraine.

“With our training and as-
sistance, Poland and Ukraine
in the late 1990s formed the
Polish Ukrainian Peace Force
Battalion,” Enyart said. “Those
same units saw service in
Kosovo with Soldiers from the
[llinois Army National Guard’s
106th Aviation Regiment in
2008-2009.”

Enyart said the Ukrainian
Soldiers and officers were be-
coming well acquainted with
the Illinois National Guard by
that time.

“When I visited the Illinois
National Guard Soldiers in No-
vember 2008 in Kosovo, it was
the Polish and Ukrainian Sol-
diers who took me on patrol in
a 12 inch snowstorm,” he said.
“Even before the 2008 deploy-
ment, the Illinois National
Guard sent battalion size units
to NATO Peace Shield exercises
in Yavoriv, Ukraine in 2000 and
2001. Yes, Yavoriv, the same
city which was hit recently by
Russian cruise missiles.”

Enyart stressed the training
assistance did not end in 2001.

“In 2005, we sent an ele-
ment to act as observers and
controllers for NATO war
games that took place at the
then-new Ukrainian War Col-
lege,” he said. “It was a chal-

lenge in the early days.”

He told the audience the
Soldiers from Headquarters
Headquarters Company, 33rd
Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, which deployed to
Ukraine in 2020 continued to
build on the foundation the
ILNG has laid for the past 23
years.

“The Pentagon thought
Putin’s grand land grab would
succeed in very short order
and most believed Ukrainian’s
military would collapse under
an armored assault,” he said.
“But Ukrainians have shown
what well-trained and well-led
Soldiers can do in defending
their homeland from an auto-
cratic aggressor.”

Enyart said the training,
mentoring and fellowship the
[llinois National Guard has
provided the Ukrainian mili-
tary has played a critical role in
the successful defense of their
homeland.

“This story is like a lot of un-
told stories. Few may know
what we did, but we know,” En-
yart said. “You do the things
that you do every day. Guards-
men do those not for fame but
for pride. Pride in defending
freedom and democracy, pride
in protecting our neighbors
from flood, fire and hurricane,
and pride in knowing we are
always ready, always there.
Thank you for the untold story
that we in the Illinois National
Guard live every day.”
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FULL OR PART TIME C.N.A. position
available to Brookstone Estates Tuscola,
please call to set up an interview
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112'x48' commercial building with
concrete floor, 4.85 +/- Surveyed
Acres in Woodford Co. I-39/Rte. 25
at Kappa, Illinois
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HELP WANTED AUCTIONS PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
DOUGLAS COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: DENNY BURLIN
OBRECHT, DECEASED.
No.: 2022-PR-22

NOTICE OF DEATH AND CLAIM PERIOD

Equal employment opportunity.
$1,000 sign-on bonus.
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@ & B 4ra  Brookstone Estates of Tuscola
Friendly 106 East Northline Road, Tuscola, IL 61953
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FULL OR PART TIME COOK
please call to set up an interview
217-253-6300 or online applications
pathwaytoliving.com

Equal employment opportunity.
$1,000 sign-on bonus.
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ESTATES

7 ASSISTED LIVING

104 & JL i

Brookstone Estates of Tuscola
106 East Northline Road, Tuscola, IL 61953
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David Klein,
Broker - Auctioneer
(800) 532-5263

AUCTIONS

NELSON EXCAVATING
RETIREMENT AUCTION

SATURDAY JUNE 11, 2022 - 10:00 AM

LOCATED AT 9101 OLD SILO ROAD,
CLINTON, IL 61727

LIVE AND ONLINE AUCTION
COMPLETE LINE OF EXCAVATING
EQUIPMENT, TRUCKS, TRAILERS,

ATTACHMENTS, AND TOOLS
See complete sale listing on
Lance Schmid Auctions on ProxiBid.com or
Prochnow Auctions on Auctionzip.com

LANCE SCHMID AUCTIONS
217-519-2308
PROCHNOW AUCTION SERVICE
309-261-4537

1 2 3
Fried Chicken Swiss Beef Pattie Vegetable Lasagna
Pe ace M eal Delmonico Potatoes w/Mushroom Gravy Green Beans
Corn & Black Beans Mashed Potatoes Rosy Applesauce
j u ne Oatmeal Apple Bar Kyoto Veggie Blend Romaine Salad
Roll Pears w/Dressing Pkt.
Whole Grain Bread or Croutons
Roll
6 7 8 9 10
Vegetable Beef Soup Sweet & Sour Chicken | Mostaccioli w/Meat Ham Loaf Salmon Burger
Pickled Beets Oriental Vegetables Sauce Frosted Sweet Potatoes | w/condiment
Peaches Cormnbread Italian Green Beans Seasoned Peas Brussels Sprouts
Crackers Pineapple w/Onion Fruit Cocktail Scalloped Potatoes
Pudding Whole Grain Rice Corn Whole Grain Roll Hawaiian Salad
Romaine Salad Bun
w/dressing Pkt.

For Reservations Call 1-800-543-1770. Tuscola number: (217) 253-2278.
Skim milk and desserts with no sugar added are available in many locations.

Ask the Site Supervisor for information.

Sometimes we need to substitute on our menus. We still guarantee a nutritious meal.
The Peace Meal Senior Nutrition Program suggests a donation of $3.50 for each congregate and home delivered meal. No
older person shall be denied a meal because of their inability to contribute towards the cost of the meal.

We accept the Illinois Link Card.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the death of DENNY BURLIN
OBRECHT, who died on January 1, 2022. Letters of Office were
issued on May 25, 2022, to Susan E. Obrecht, whose attorney is
Tammy L. Baer, Law Offices of Tammy L. Baer, 102 W. Wilson St.,
P.0. Box 236, Tuscola, IL 61953.

Claims against the estate may be filed in the Office of the Clerk
of the Circuit Court of Douglas County, Illinois. Douglas County
Courthouse, 401 S. Center St., P.O. Box 50, Tuscola, IL 61953, or
with the Executor, or both, on or before December 15, 2022,
being at least (6) months from the date of the first publication
of this notice, or three (3) months from the date of mailing or de-
livery of notice to creditors who are required to receive notice
under Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975 (755 ILCS 5/18-
3), whichever is later. Any claim not filed on or before the date
stated in this Notice is barred. Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered by the claimant to the Execu-
tor and to the attorney for the Executor within ten (10) days after
a claim has been filed.

SUSAN E. OBRECHT,
Independent Executor
803 E. Van Allen St.
Tuscola, IL 61953

Prepared by:

Tammy L. Baer

Law Offices of Tammy L. Baer
102 W. Wilson St.

P.0.Box 236

Tuscola, IL 61953

(217) 253-5000

PROTECT
YOUR FAMILY

Keep mercury out of the environment by safely
disposing of your old mercury thermostat.

To find a recycling location, visit:
thermostat-recycle.org/zipsearch

£\ Thermostat Recycling






