
a crowD starts to form Monday in front of rally Point fitness under the fire department’s giant flag for the second
annual cookout benefiting children of fallen Patriots. children of fallen Patriots provides educational and counseling re-
sources for kids that have lost a parent in the line of duty. the fundraiser has collected about $6,000 for the charity in two
years. Photo by David Porter.
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eighth graDers at east Prairie Middle school in tuscola pose together for the last time as junior high students. a promotion to high school ceremony was held last week at the high school.
Photo by Rachel Ray.

COVID numbers on the rise
By Colleen Lehmann,
public health liaison

Douglas County
Health DepartmentCOVID numbers are, onceagain, rising across the country,and Illinois is no exception. Theweek of May 13-20 there were40,193 new cases reported toIDPH, and 56 deaths. Eight coun-ties, including Champaign, are inthe high transmission category,while Douglas and 38 othercounties are currently classed asmedium transmission. In Region6, 100 of the 153 ICU beds arecurrently occupied and 37 of theregion’s 306 available ventila-tors are being utilized by COVIDpatients. IDPH reports that,since the pandemic’s start, totalcases in the state number3,263,966 and there have been33,779 confirmed deaths.The process by which IDPHnotifies you of a positive test re-

sult will change, beginning June1. On that date, an automatedmessage will direct positive indi-viduals to either call an auto-mated information line or clickon a website link for additionalguidance. IDPH’s move from in-dividual contact tracing calls toautomated case notification wasdecided on because of wideavailability of COVID vaccines,home testing kits, and updatedisolation/quarantine guidance.Contact tracing investigations ofcongregate facilities will remainthe same.Vaccination news has beenabundant in recent weeks. IDPHhas formally recommendedPfizer boosters for the 5-11-yearold population, to be given fivemonths after completion of theprimary series. And what aboutvaccines for the under-5 agegroup? Both Moderna and Pfizerhave vaccines pending for the

youngest population (6 months-4 years), awaiting federal ap-proval. A decision is anticipatedsometime in June. A secondbooster of Pfizer or Moderna hasalso been authorized for ages 50and up, to be given at least fourmonths after the first booster.We continue to offer appoint-ment-based COVID vaccinationclinics at our Tuscola Outlet Mallthe second and fourth Thurs-days of the month. Keeping cur-rent on COVIDvaccination—including boostersas they are approved—remainsa key component in reducing thelikelihood of severe illness ordeath should you contractCOVID. Go online towww.dchealthil.org (this is anew address!) to make an ap-pointment, and to find updatedinformation. This is also whereyou can make a COVID test ap-pointment.

SPRINGFIELD – The IllinoisDepartment of Public Health(IDPH) announced that it sup-ports the recommendation bythe CDC of the Pfizer-BioN-TechCOVID-19 booster dosefor children aged 5 to 11 yearsold. IDPH issued an advisory tovaccine providers throughoutthe state endorsing the boosterfor children 5 through 11 yearsof age at least five months aftercompletion of a primary serieswith the Pfizer-BioNTech vac-cine, following the emergencyuse authorization this week bythe FDA and the recommenda-tion of the CDC.“We encourage every parentor guardian of children five andolder to consider a boostervaccination for their eligiblechild,” said IDPH DirectorAmaal Tokars. “And if your chil-dren have not yet receivedtheir primary dose, it’s not toolate to start now. Especiallywith cases rising throughoutthe state, everyone who is eli-gible for vaccination should betaking advantage of the oppor-tunity to get vaccinated andboosted. Vaccination remainsthe strongest way to protectyourself and your loved onesfrom COVID-19.”In recommending the boosterdose for children aged 5 to 11,the CDC noted that since thepandemic began, more than 4.8million children ages 5 through11 have been diagnosed withCOVID-19, 15,000 have beenhospitalized and, tragically, over180 have died.As cases increase across thecountry, a booster dose willsafely help restore and en-hance protection against se-vere disease, the CDC said.Public health officials said thatwhile COVID-19 tends to beless severe in children thanadults, the omicron wave hasseen more kids getting sickwith the disease and beinghospitalized. In addition, chil-dren may also experience

longer term effects, such aslong Covid syndrome, even fol-lowing initially mild disease.These vaccines, which wereauthorized for children in No-vember 2021, help protectchildren from both seriouscomplications and long Covidsyndrome.Federal authorities are cur-rently considering authoriza-tion of a COVID-19 vaccine forchildren under 5.Since the COVID-19 vaccinebecame available to the public,millions of eligible adults andchildren across the state of Illi-nois have received theirCOVID-19 vaccine or boosterdose.Illinois remains among thehighest in the Midwest for itsvaccination rates, with morethan two thirds of the popula-tion fully vaccinated.More than 22 million vac-cines have been administeredin Illinois and among children5 to 11, more than 40% have atleast one dose; more than 36percent are fully vaccinated. Ofthe total population, more than76% has received at least oneCOVID-19 vaccine dose; morethan 69% of Illinois’ total pop-ulation is fully vaccinated; and52% of the vaccinated popula-tion is boosted according todata from the Centers for Dis-ease Control and Prevention.Data indicates that the risk ofhospitalization and severe out-comes from COVID-19 is muchhigher for unvaccinated peoplethan for those who are up todate on their vaccinations.To find a COVID-19 vaccina-tion location near you, go towww.vaccines.gov.In addition, the federal gov-ernment has established awebsite that provides an all-purpose toolkit that providesinformation on how to obtainmasks, treatment, vaccines andtesting resources for all areasof the country at:https://www.covid.gov/.

IDPH endorses
booster dose
for children 5–11

Jackson Burlew, left, plays taps while sean conner
lowers the flag to half mast during Monday’s Memorial
Day service at the tuscola township cemetery. Photo by
David Porter.




