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Nearly half of Illinois counties seeing
higher COVID numbers, but not here

By Colleen Lehmann,
public health liaison

Douglas County
Health DepartmentThis week’s IDPH statisticsshow 50 Illinois counties in themedium or high transmissioncategory regarding COVIDcases, but happily, Douglas isn’tone of them. In region 6, 100 ofthe 153 ICU beds are currentlyoccupied and 29 of the region’s306 available ventilators arebeing utilized by COVID pa-tients. IDPH reports that, sincethe pandemic’s start, total casesin the state number 3,332,780and there have been 33,865confirmed deaths. By their fig-ures, Douglas County accountsfor 6,667 of these cases and 55of the deaths.

DCHD continues to offer ap-pointment-based COVID vacci-nation clinics at our TuscolaOutlet Mall the second andfourth Thursdays of the month.Approximately 52.07% ofcounty residents have receivedat least one dose, with 48.59%fully vaccinated. The number ofboosters administered to Dou-glas County residents is 4,775.Keeping current on COVIDvaccination—including boost-ers as they are approved—re-mains a key component inreducing the likelihood of se-vere illness or death should youcontract COVID. Go online towww.dchealthil.org (this is anew address!) to make an ap-pointment, and to find updatedinformation. This is also where

you can make a COVID test ap-pointment. COVID testing hourshave changed slightly, startingthis week. Appointment-basedtesting is available Tuesday-fri-day from 8:30 a.m.- noon and12:30-4 p.m. There is no testingon Mondays. The week of May30-June 3 DCHD conducted 55COVID tests.A recent IDPH webinarnoted COVID-related updatedoperational guidelines forgrades K-12 and early child-hood education centers to sup-port in-person learning.Included below is a link to theguidelines.Operational Guidance for K-12 Schools and early Care andeducation Programs to SupportSafe In-Person Learning | CDC

Douglas County SummerMeals program for children upto age 18 got underway lastweek and will continue throughJuly 29. Lunch is served Mon-day-friday at seven locationsthroughout the county, and busservice to and from several ofthe sites is available. Morespecifics are available by fol-lowing the link below.Douglas County Summerfun & Meals 2022(google.com)As summer festivals andevents get underway, DCHD ismaking an effort to have apresence at many of thesegatherings in our communities.We look forward to seeing youand sharing information aboutDCHD programs and services!

Harlan Gilmore, back row, far right, was among 12 members of the Ua local 149 Plumbers and Pipefitters who recently ad-
vanced from apprentice to journeyman after five years of schooling and training. With the promotion, journeymen have a greater
voice in the union, better job security and, through a collective bargaining agreement, a starting compensation package of more
than $70 per hour. The graduates completed 1,700 hours on the job and 240 hours in the classroom. Gilmore, a plumber, was
one of only two graduates to earn the meislahn award for outstanding achievement. Front row, left to right, Sean Good (Clinton),
Jeff mathis (ogden), James Stone (rankin), Joe medbery (Paxton), Jesse Wassom (Gibson City). Back row: Jacob Barnes (Gibson
City), Tyler Hinshaw (Gibson City), Tyler Walden (Champaign), Jordan Park (Gifford), Scott ettling (Bloomington), Brennan Kelm
(mahomet), Harlan Gilmore (Tuscola). Submitted photo.

Council to reduce that to 400square feet.He said there is a trend to-ward smaller, more efficienthomes. The pandemic has alsodriven up construction costs.Tucker said houses that wouldcost $175,000 when the TIfagreement was created nowcost about $250,000.Mayor Dan Kleiss noted thatthere seem to be a lot of televi-sion shows about small houses.He suggested discussing theissue at a later meeting so theCouncil members can thinkabout the proposal.Hoel said the minimum sizewas set to ensure that the newhomes would generate enoughproperty tax to make the TIfagreement feasible. There wasdiscussion as to whethersmaller homes would impactthe city’s payback throughtaxes.Alderman Troy rund askedif there had been any feedbackfrom neighbors in the area

who may have concerns aboutsmaller houses affecting theirproperty values. Others sug-gested that there may be waysto modify the TIf agreement.Hoel said perhaps the paceof construction could be re-duced. If the houses aresmaller, he wondered whetherit would require more of themto meet the needs of the TIfagreement.Alderman Alan Shoemakersaid he thinks small houses are“a fad” and that houses sellingwell in Tuscola tend to havethree bedrooms and two bath-rooms. He asked whethercheaper modular homes mightbe more feasible than smaller,stick-built homes.following the meeting, MikeSalmon, building inspector,said there is no minimumsquare footage under thebuilding code, but there areminimums on the usage of var-ious rooms. About the smallesthouse that could be built undercurrent codes is 220 squarefeet, he said.He and Hoel said the areawhere Tucker is building could

include duplexes or triplexesas another possible alternativeto the TIf agreement.In other business, the Coun-cil • approved a payment toB&T Drainage of $189,933.40for water line work; the fundswill come out of the JointWater Agency owned by Tus-cola and Arcola;• approved the Patriot WalkParade route for July 4 and theSparks in the Park 5k routealong with street closures forSparks in the Park;• discussed changing thestart time of Council meetingsto 7 p.m. from 7:30 p.m. to bevoted on at the next meeting;• approved an annual windturbine service and monitoringagreement with Power GridPartners for $7,200 for thecity’s turbine at its north sewerplant;• approved a contract withearl Walker Co. for $51,780 forannual oil and chipping roadswith the city furnishing mate-rials (there was only one bid);• approved the part-timeappointment of ryan Wash-

burn as a patrolman at $25 perhour; he currently works forthe Paris police departmentand already has been trained;• approved a revised sum-mer employment list• approved allowing theDouglas County Health Depart-ment to connect to city waterand sewer pending an engi-neering study at the depart-ment’s expense;• announced that the appro-priation budget is available forpublic inspection.In his written report, Hoelnoted that the city’s applica-tion for a $550,000 grant to re-place water mains inMeadowview has been ap-proved.Hoel said Ameren has up-dated its default electricityrates, which are now 10.385cents per kilowatt hour andwill go to 12.487 cents in Octo-ber. The city participates in co-operative program that offers arate of 7.859 cents locked in forthree years. Anyone with ques-tions may call City Hall or visitthe city’s website, www.tus-cola.org.
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