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By Daniel L. ChamnessHaven Hatfield and PatrickPierce might have thoughttheir football season was overlast fall.But, the Tuscola Warriorpair will get one more chanceto play high school football,this time in the Illinois HighSchool Shrine Game againstother seniors. The game isslated to be played Saturday atTucci Stadium on the campusof Illinois Wesleyan Universityin Bloomington. The game willstart at 1 p.m."It is an honor to be selectedto play in this game," said Hat-field, who has lettered in foursports at Tuscola. "It has beena tradition in Illinois for almost50 years and representing Tus-cola means a lot to me. Theother thing that is great isPatrick, or Pete, as we call himwill be right there with me ashe has been for years. It fees sogood to get one last opportu-nity to play with others fromacross the state. Everyone ofthese athletes, be they oppo-nents or teammates, is theylove football. I am looking for-ward to seeing these playerson the college gridiron."

The 6-foot-3, 245-poundsenior, who played both of-fense and defense for Tuscola,helped the Warriors post win-ning records and they ad-vanced to the playoffs twice inhis career. In his final twoyears, as an offensive lineman,he helped the Warriors post al-most 2,900 rushing yards andalmost 1,000 passing yards.On the defensive side of theball, he finished with 10 solotackles and 25 total tacklesduring his senior season. Onthree occasions, he was able tobreak into the backfield and hitskill players for seven yards ofloss. In his final two years offootball, which was limited tojust 13 games due to COVID, hewould post 45 tackles, 20 ofwhich were solos."The most heartbreakingthing about my career was notmaking the playoffs as a seniorand COVID disrupting my sea-son as a junior," said Hatfield."When those playoff pairingscame out my senior season andwe were not on the list afterposting a winning record andplaying every game we couldand not taking easy forfeitwins, it was heartbreaking."

Pierce shined on both sidesof the ball for the Warriors aswell. The 6-foot-2, 195-poundPierce earned All-State Statusat the Illinois High School As-sociation Class 1A level whenthe Illinois High School Foot-ball Coaches Association (IHS-FCA) selected him. As alinebacker, he led the Warriorsin tackles, posting 67 total

tackles and 45 solo tackles.Both were team leading. Hefinished his senior season with332 rushing yards on 71 car-ries."We were limited to justseven games my senior seasonso it is nice to play anothergame, especially with Haven,"said Pierce, who is undecided ifhe will play any sport in col-

lege. "Football at Tuscola was abrotherhood. I am looking for-ward to playing and forgingnew friendships with my team-mates on Saturday."Piece and Hatfield have al-ready met their teammates onthe Red Team. At press time,the athletes on the Red Team,who will play against the BlueTeam, have been involved in

practice, familiarizing them-selves with each other."I am pretty sure that Coach(Andy) Romine nominatedboth Haven and I to play in thisgame," said Pierce. "While Ihave not been invited to play inany other all-star type games, Iam honored to play in this one.If I had my choice, I would liketo play in an East-West All-Stargame as well."Romine did nominate bothPierce and Hatfield and thepair were selected to play bythe same organization that se-lected Pierce to the all-stateteam. The game will featureplayers from every class offootball, as players from theCity of Chicago, the ChicagoBurbs and everywhere in Illi-nois, play in the contest. Eachroster easily has over 50 play-ers. All of the athletes thatwere selected to play on Satur-day are seniors.While Hatfield will continuehis playing career at Universityof Indianapolis as a Greyhoundfootball player, Pierce, who wasalso on the baseball team atTuscola, has not decided or an-nounced if he will play eitherin college.

Two Tuscola Warriors to play in Shriner football game

Peyton Armstrong (18) has plenty of protection as he tucks the ball and prepares to gain
some of his 222 rushing yards on Friday night. Providing a protective escort for the signal caller
are from left to right: Haven Hatfield (76), Armstrong, Caden Baer (35) and Patrick Pierce (34).
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