
By Daniel L. ChamnessThe girls state track meetended almost one month ago,but the celebration of Tuscola'sfirst ever state title in girlstrack and field, or at least therecognition of such, may con-tinue for quite a while.While the Warrior girl'strack team and Head CoachDrew Sterkel will bid goodbyeto Alyssa Williams, who willbecome a member of the Mur-ray State University track team,a NCAA Division I team com-peting in the Ohio Valley Con-ference. Alondra Tapia andVikki Wells. Tapia and Wellswill not compete in college."Everyone sees the winningthat Alyssa did during her ca-reer," said Sterkel. "But, the

thing I will miss most abouther is the relationship she builtwith not only me, the rest ofthe coaching staff, but herteammates as well. I will con-tinuously be one of her biggestsupporters. We have been say-ing for months; the time willcome when she is no longer amember of the team, but noone is ready to face that realityyet. At this point, I am just en-joying the memories of thepast season. The memories shewas largely responsible forcreating. We have yet to sayour goodbyes and I am notsure that will ever happen. Ithink it will be a see you latertype of thing.”Williams finished her trackcareer as the most celebrated,

and medalled Warrior in his-tory. In any sport. Williamsnow has eight state medals,passing the previous Tuscolarecord held by Patty McDaniel,Kim Von Lanken and JohannaWienke, who each had five.Williams, like all competitors,did not have an opportunity toearn any state medals in 2020.The graduating senior col-lected three of the five honorsawarded by Sterkel and theWarrior track team. She wasnamed the Most ValuablePlayer as well as the Most Valu-able Field Athlete of the Yearand the Most Valuable TrackAthlete of the Year.Williams is not the only sen-ior to be exiting Tuscola. TheLady Warriors will also bid

goodbye fo Alondra Tapia andVikki Wells."Alondra is someone thattook on a role that was crucialto our team," said Sterkel. "Ihope my daughter turns out tobe just like her. Her work ethic,drive and communicationskills will make her successfulin anything she does. She didanything we asked her to do,like running one of our 3,200-meter relay legs. She would towhatever we needed to helpthe team. Her mental attituderubbed off on the entire teamand it is something that willlast forever. Vikki was similar,but in the field. She had a driveto always improve. She wouldbe able to lift people up, awayfrom the track or on it. A coach

can't have too many Alondrasor Vikkis in their program.They put the team beforethemselves."Addy Pettry and Mia Haus-mann earned the WarriorSpirit Award. Both are slated toreturn. Hausmann was part ofthe Warrior 800-meter relayteam, which won the statechampionship. She was also apart of another relay, whichfinished fourth in the state. TheLady Warriors won the titlewith 57 points. They bestedsecond place Newark by threepoints."Winning a state title is likefinding a unicorn," theorizedSterkel. "Many things have tofall into place for it to happen,but what I hope for the girls is

that they understand that hardwork, teamwork, pushingthough adversity and being apositive role model behind thescenes will take you places inlife. Athletics are just a tool forcreating productive adults. Ihope the life lessons learnedthis year will carry them forthe rest of their lives."Sterkel issued letters to notonly the afore mentioned fiveathletes, but Jillian Alexander,Lauren Woods, Natalie Hast-ing, Harley Woodard, Belle No-taro, Lia Patterson, KennaClodfelder, Olivia Wallace, RylieVanausdoll, Taylor Gordon andAdrina Simmons.
By Daniel L. ChamnessAs Adam Carver exits theTuscola Warrior baseball teamas their coach, the former Uni-versity of Southern Indianapitcher has one big, big hopefor the present, graduatingand incoming Warriors."I hope they support eachother as teammates, friends

and classmates," said Carver. "Iwould like to see the older ath-letes step up and be a guidingforce for the younger athletes.I will be interested to see howmany of them progress."Few, but important wordsfrom the Warrior coach, whowas a young assistant coachwhen they placed third in the

Illinois High School Associa-tion Class 2A state finals. Hewould take over the team in2019 and would ride thatroller coaster, which includedtwo winning seasons in 2019and 2021 and a canceled sea-son in 2020. Last year was ab-breviated, of course.Last year, the Warriors en-

dured a 7-17 mark. They were3-10 in the Central Illinois Con-ference. But, they still man-aged to get three athletes onthe various all-conferenceteams. Colton Musgrave, whois only a junior, will return nextyear. They signal caller earnedfirst team status as he misseda .500 batting average by onlysix points. He had an on-basepercentage of .568. In additionto first team all conference, thejunior was selected Most Valu-able Player."Colton was selected/votedon by the team to earn MVPand rightfully so," said Carver."He did a great job at the plate,offensively, and an equallygood job behind the plate. Hewas behind the plate everygame and that is not easy."Musgrave, who had 39 hits,12 of them for extra bases, also

earned the batting averageaward.Patrick Pierce and PeytonArmstrong, both Warrior sen-iors, were named to the secondteam and honorable mentionrespectively. Pierce, who fin-ished with the lowest earnedrun average on the team with a3.073. He also owned three ofthe seven wins this year. Arm-strong, who will attend Ari-zona Christian University andbe a member of their footballteam, finished with a .343 bat-ting average. He belted 23 hits,eight of which were for extrabases. He smacked five doublesand three homers."The seniors brought somuch each energy to the team,"said Carver.Douglas Ruggles was namedthe Most Improved Player,while Caden Baer earned the

Warrior Spirit Award. Bothwere selected by the team.Baer hit .268.Other than the afore men-tioned players, Jayden Gaines,Dylan Shinn, Chase Jones, Eas-ton Cunningham, Brady Cain,Issac Halverson, Nate Thoma-son, Austin Cummings, ParkerJames, JJ Reynolds and JacobWaugh earned letters."Doug went from a playerthat could not catch a fly ball,without taking one to the face,to being able to catch when thepitchers were warming up,"said Carver. "He was also ableto put the ball in play off var-sity pitching. He is a quicklearner. I am also looking for-ward to see how Jacob pro-gresses. He did a great job asour shortstop."

tuscOla baseball Players proudly display their honors won at the recent banquet. colton
Musgrave (center) was the team Most valuable Player and highest batting average. he is flanked
by caden baer, who earned the Warrior spirit award, and Doug ruggles, who won the Most im-
proved Player. baer is on the left, while ruggles is on the right. Photo by Minore "Moto" Johnson

the tuscOla girl's track team recently celebrated their season. alyssa Williams was named
the overall Most valuable Player as well as the field Most valuable and track Most valuable. the
future Murray state university runner is flanked on the left by Mia hausmann and on the right
by addy Pettry, who each earned the Warrior spirit award. Photo by Minore "Moto" Johnson.
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Lady Warriors celebrate 2022 track season

Warriors recognize key baseball players at banquet

Olivia Witheft during a butterfly stoke event. Photo by Margie Carter.

Mackenzie carter backstrokes during a 120m individual Medley. Photo by Margie Carter.




