
Champaign, IL - Saving To-morrow’s Agriculture Re-sources (STAR) has concludedits third year of reporting con-servation efforts around thestate of Illinois through theCrop Year 2021 STAR AnnualReport. The report features asummary of conservation ef-forts, environmental impacts,and growth of the STAR initia-tive.The 2021 growing seasonsaw above average growingtemperatures with below aver-age rainfall throughout thestate. “Farmers are makingtremendous strides in protect-ing land and nutrients as inputprices and availability stay influx,” says Megan Dwyer, Direc-tor of Conservation and Nutri-ent Stewardship with IllinoisCorn Growers Association.“The STAR tool brings farmers

an opportunity to measuretheir practice efforts and de-velop plans for next season.”Coming out of a virtual year,the STAR team sought face-to-face engagement with farmersto discuss improvement plans,explore opportunities for con-servation, and develop part-nerships with other programs.STAR visited with over 1,900individuals through confer-ences, field days, and tradeshows.For the 2021 crop year, 472participants utilized the STARtool on 85,579 acres over1,579 fields. In Illinois, 69 Soil& Water Conservation Districtslocally administered the pro-gram, providing one-on-onetechnical assistance to farmersand landowners interested inimproving their STAR Rating.Additionally, Colorado Depart-

ment of Agriculture and theConservation Districts of Iowaimplemented Colorado STARand Iowa STAR, respectively,for the first time in 2021.Report Highlights:• The use of no-till andstrip-till by IL STAR farmers ac-counted for 47,752 tons of sed-iment kept out of Illinoiswaterways, 14,159 pounds ofphosphorus kept in the field,and provided climate benefitsequal to 27,276 Tonnes ofgreenhouse gas emissions keptout of the atmosphere for oneyear.• The use of cover crops bySTAR farmers accounted for25,940 tons of sediment keptout of Illinois waterways,78,182 pounds of nitrate-nitro-gen and 5,903 pounds of phos-phorus kept in the field, andprovided climate benefits

equal to removing the green-house gas emissions from11,666 Tonnes from the roadfor one year.To read the full report andlearn more about the practicessupported by STAR, visithttps://bit.ly/STARAnnualRe-port. On July 1, the 2022 fieldform will be available throughthe STAR Web App atwww.starfreetool.com orthrough a Soil & Water Conser-vation District near you.

University of Illinois Exten-sion, serving Coles-Cumber-land-Douglas-Moultrie-ShelbyCounties will be offering Illi-nois Master Naturalist trainingfrom Aug. 10-Oct. 11 with themajority of classes every Tues-day from 5:30-8:30 p.m. heldat Douglas-Hart Nature Centerin Mattoon. There will also beclasses onsite at Warbler RidgeWoods and Shelbyville Visi-tor’s Center.The mission of the Univer-sity of Illinois Extension Mas-ter Naturalist Program is toprovide science-based educa-tional opportunities that con-nect people with nature andhelp them become engaged en-vironmental stewards. “TheMaster Naturalist training is agreat way to learn more aboutour local natural areas, get to-gether wih people who are in-terested in helping ourenvironment, and make somegreat connections”, says Exten-sion Program CoordinatorJenny Lee.The program educates andtrains adult volunteers so theyare better equipped to sharenatural resource informationwith others in their communi-ties and to assist with environ-mental conservation andrestoration activities. We allhave a responsibility to protectthe natural resources in theplaces we live to ensure ourworld is “fit for the future.”For those wanting to be-come a Master Naturalist vol-unteer, the University ofIllinois requires each applicantto complete an application,background screening paper-

work, and schedule an inter-view with Master Gardenerand Master Naturalist Coordi-nator, Jenny Lee. There is a feeto participate which coversclassroom sessions, field train-ing, handouts, and the MasterNaturalist manual. Financialassistance is available.Upon completion of theMaster Naturalist training,graduates will become MasterNaturalist Interns and have 2years to complete 60 volunteerservice hours to become an Ac-tive Master Naturalist. To con-tinue as an Active MasterNaturalist, volunteers must ful-fill 30 volunteer hours and 10

continuing education hoursannually. There are many greatopportunites availablethroughout the year to reachthese hours.Applications, screening pa-perwork, interviews, andcourse fee must be receivedand completed by July 25,2022. If you have any ques-tions, please contact Jenny Leeat 217-345-7034.If you will need an accom-modation in order to partici-pate, please emailuie-ccdms@illinois.edu. Earlyrequests are strongly encour-aged to allow sufficient time tomeet your access needs.
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THE TUSCOLA HIGH SCHOOL Class of 1962 held their 60th class reunion at the home of Ken and Judy Wright Landeck on Saturday, June 18. Front row, left to right: Janice Stoner Cunningham,
Mary RubyKnight, Katie HoodDewey, Jane RothgebHackett, JaneHinkle Dallas; Second row: Barb Lecher Utterback, Libby Keigley Fox, JudyWright Landeck, Carolyn Leitz Hilligoss, Jan Charnetzki
Allison-Seed, Donna Beard Dean. Third row: Dick Bean, David Wilson, John Campbell, Ron Stabler, Warren Thompson, Claude Benner. Not shown: RonWaugh. Submitted photo.




