
125 years ago• One hundred fifteen fish infour days were the record setby Harry Conover and W.F.Kessel in the Kankakee River.
100 years ago
May 18, 1922• Vance Cornwell acceptedthe sales agency of Reo auto-mobiles and accessories forDouglas County.• Clay Wooten sold 40 acresa mile northwest of Tuscola toA.L. Maris.• The Weaver Meat Marketwas installing an icing plant inits market in the Wardall Roomin the Avenue.• Hiram Lawless of WestRidge sold his Ford touring car.• A barn belonging to Mrs.William Riley on PembrokeStreet was converted into ahome.• Guy Smith and Will Arthuropened a general store inHugo.
75 years ago
May 15, 1947• About 400 people at-

tended an open house at Jar-man Hospital.• Ten-year-old Larry Littlewas injured when he was runover by a tractor he was driv-ing on his father's farm.
65 years ago
May 16, 1957• Frank Warren sold hisWarren Motor Company toThomas Powell and HerschelHooker.• C.L. Ricketts and FredNofftz received their 50-yearpins jewels from the Odd Fel-lows.
50 years ago
May 18, 1972• James Pohlig was namedacting police chief succeedingDonald Herbert.• Honor students acknowl-edged by the Rotary Club in-cluded seniors Pat O'Bryan,Jeanette Iles, Barbara Kellogg,Pat Gallagher, Chris Harsh,Renee Fortney, Mary Waite, ToniTodd and Jack Quinn. JuniorsLarayne Dallas, Pat Horn,Bavaria Meyer, Kim Dillon, Terri

Weber, Cindy Bateman, JaniceKennedy, Ruth Fauke, JohnKalmar and Jim Lee. Sopho-mores Janice Dick, Mike Runyon,Greg Skuta, Jeff Lake, Clara Aber-crombie and Lee Allen. Fresh-men Linda Bateman, DianeDavis, Kim Jones, Lowell Lamband Theresa Weaver.• Melanie Clerk received astate science award. She at-tended Sacred Heart Academyin Springfield.• John Kalmar, Tom Gossett

and Greg Skuta representedTuscola in the state sciencefair. Kalmar was elected presi-dent of the Academy. He willattend a three-week camp inWest Virginia and attend abanquet to be attended byPresident Nixon.• Louie and Laura Dallascelebrated Mother's Day with11 of their 12 children presentat the Atwood Legion home.
1 year ago

May 19, 2021• Sav-Mor Pharmacy raised$9,332.41 for the Honor Guardduring its annual fundraiser.• The mask mandate wasremoved for fully vaccinatedpeople. Douglas County had27.49 percent of its populationfully vaccinated.• A year ago, Emma Zimmerwas basking in the glow ofbeing named Prom Queen atTuscola High School. Thisspring, she graduated from

Marine boot camp and madehistory as well as one of 53women to graduate from anhistorically all-male camp inSan Diego. It was the first co-edcompany to train at the Ma-rine’s west coast base.• Paul Garrett received aquilt of valor from the Ameri-can Legion.• The Lady Warriors won theTuscola Invite track and fieldmeet. Alyssa Williams scored 30points toward the victory.
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State Supreme Court declines to rule on FOID Act for second time

HOROSCOPES
ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20Friendships are worth their weight ingold, Aries. That is good news consid-ering you could make an importantfriend this week — but only if you putyourself out there.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21You just may be at your best thisweek, Taurus. Others will take noticeof this immediately. Work finally be-gins to pay off, and it’s a good time tobegin a project.
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21There is something waiting for you inthe great outdoors, Gemini. You haveto gather the gumption to go out thereand find it. You will have plenty of op-portunities this week.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22Cancer, something impressive takeshold of your attention,and then youcan’t get it out of your mind. Thiscould be the inspiration you need tostart something new.
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23A particular person may play a keyrole in your life today, particularly ashe or she interacts with forces atwork. There is a chance for this rela-tionship to grow, Leo.

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22You have made a decision to get yourlife in order, Virgo. This week marksthe first steps toward that goal. Ac-cept help when it is given for an addi-tional leg up.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23Let your artistic side out to play, Libra.It’s not something others play witnessto that often, but you can be quiteimaginative when you set your mindto it.
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22Scorpio, family matters may not becut and dried, but that doesn’t meanthey have to be challenging. Enjoythings that are not run-of-the-mill, es-pecially with the family.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21An exchange that takes place thisweek could have long-lasting after ef-fects, Sagittarius. You won’t know theparticular event in advance, so enjoythe anticipation.

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20Sometimes change only requirestransforming the way you look atthings, Capricorn. Try to see yourdaily life in a new light and maybeyou’ll be more satisfied with it.
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18Get in touch with your desires andgoals this week, Aquarius. Your planand focus may have changed and youmight need to realign your approachin this new direction.
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20Let go of some of the patterns in yourlife that simply aren’t working, Pisces.You’ll free up plenty of time for newpursuits.

FAMOUS
BIRTHDAYSJUNE 19Jacob deGrom, Athlete (34)JUNE 20Nicole Kidman, Actress (55)JUNE 21Chris Pratt, Actor (43)JUNE 22Cyndi Lauper, Singer (69)JUNE 23Jason Mraz, Singer (45)JUNE 24Lionel Messi, Athlete (35)JUNE 25Angela Kinsey, Actress (51)

CoaCh bill englehardT talks to his team. behind him, in
checkered shirt, is beth (Woods) Pugh, who retired this year as
east Prairie’s coach. We’re guessing this is 1982; that’s lori hill
(Class of 1983) on the far left.

Can you name these folks and what their connection to Tuscola is? Send comments to publisher@tuscolareivew.com.

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois

jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.comSPRINGFIELD – In a 4-3 de-cision with a blistering dissentfrom the Republican minority,the Illinois Supreme Court de-clined to rule on a question ofwhether Illinois Firearm Own-ers Identification Act is uncon-stitutional.It was the second time thecase of the People v. VivianBrown came before the courtand the second time the courtdeclined to rule on the consti-tutionality of the state statuterequiring Illinoisans to receivea permit to legally own a gun.The majority opinion re-leased Thursday was writtenby Chief Justice Anne M. Burkeand was procedural in nature.It contended that the WhiteCounty Circuit Court failed toadhere to the Supreme Court’sprevious 2020 ruling in thecase, so it once again vacatedthe lower court’s ruling thatthe FOID Act was unconstitu-tional.Burke was joined in the ma-

jority by Democrats Mary JaneTheis, P. Scott Neville Jr. andRobert Carter.Justice Michael Burke – whois not related to the chief jus-tice – wrote the dissent, mak-ing up 11 of the 21 pages in theThursday order.He argued the majority de-cision was “based on a misun-derstanding of the record anda misreading of this court’sprecedents,” and that it couldkeep the defendant in “legallimbo” for an untold period ofyears.The case involves a WhiteCounty resident, Vivian Clau-dine Brown, who was chargedin March 2017 with possessionof a firearm without a FOIDcard after police responded toher estranged husband’s callthat she had fired a gun in herhome.Police found the rifle but noevidence that she fired it.Nonetheless, she was chargedwith the crime.But a circuit judge in WhiteCounty threw out the charge,ruling that the fees and forms

required to receive a FOID im-posed an unconstitutional bur-den on Brown’s SecondAmendment right to keep afirearm in her own home.But it was an alternative rul-ing made by the same courtwithout prompting fromBrown’s legal team that al-lowed the state’s high court todecline to rule on the constitu-tional grounds.That alternative ruling con-tended that the Illinois GeneralAssembly, when it passed theFOID Act, never meant for it toapply in the home, because if itdid, it would mean anybodywith knowledge of a firearmand exclusive control over thearea where it was kept couldbe construed as possessing thegun.As a general rule, courts de-cline to rule on constitutionalmatters when a case can be de-cided on other grounds.Because the circuit courtruled on an aspect of the FOIDAct pertaining to state law, theSupreme Court’s 2020 decisionvacated the order pertaining to

constitutionality and sent thematter back to White County to“permit the normal appellateprocess to run its course.”The ruling was essentially awin for Brown, but her legalteam contended it wouldn’tstand up to an appeal. Thus,Brown’s attorneys filed a mo-tion to reconsider, arguing thatthe inevitable loss on appealwould delay clarity in the case.The circuit court agreed andreinstated the charges.Brown’s attorneys then filed anew motion to dismiss on con-stitutional grounds, which thejudge upheld, finding that “anyfee associated with exercisingthe core fundamental Constitu-tional right of armed self-de-fense within theconfines of one’s home vio-lates the Second Amendment.”Thus, the state appealed theruling back to the SupremeCourt, leading to the Thursdayruling in which the majoritydecided the lower court had noauthority to reconsider thecase after the Supreme Court’s2020 ruling.

“When a cause is ‘remandedby the reviewing court with in-structions to the circuit courtto enter a specific order, the re-viewing court’s judgment is,with respect to the merits, ‘theend of the case,’ and there is‘nothing which the circuitcourt [is] authorized to do butenter the decree,’’” the courtwrote, quoting other case law.If the lower court were al-lowed to make changes to theSupreme Court’s ruling, themajority wrote, it would set aprecedent “upending our hier-archical judicial system.”The dissent from MichaelBurke, however, argued thatthe majority asserted finalityof its ruling while also suggest-ing that the proper place for re-view is now an appellate court,which is itself a lower court.“In reality, the judgment ofthe circuit court was not ajudgment of this court that wasfinal and conclusive on all theparties because this court de-clined to reach the merits ofthe statutory analysis and onlyvacated the circuit court’s

judgment on proceduralgrounds,” Michael Burke wrotein the dissent. “Accordingly, thetrial court was free to recon-sider the merits of that ruling,and nothing about it doing soupends our hierarchical judi-cial system.”Michael Burke argued thatthe majority’s supposition thatBrown received “complete re-lief” when the circuit court va-cated her charges was faulty,because the legal reasoningbacking that decision is un-likely to hold up upon appeal.Thus, he predicted, the casewill ultimately end up back atthe Supreme Court on the con-stitutional basis, only after asignificant delay to Brown’sdetriment as the case movesthrough the appellate court.
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