
By Daniel L. ChamnessIf the summer of 2022 madeTuscola First State Bank headcoach Ron Urban smile, youmight want to check him out in
the summer of 2023.His team posted a record of15-5 this year. Of the 12 play-ers on the team, they lose onlyJack Koehne from the 9-10

year old group."Jack is not just a great base-ball player, but he is a greatathlete," said Urban. "He playseverything. One thing you can
count on from him is hebrought it. He gives 100 per-cent not only in the games, butpractice as well."The 10-year old was one ofsix players to hit .483 or betteron the team. Of those, three hitover .500. The team was led byKingston Urban, the son of thehead coach. Urban hit .579 onthe year. He was backed up bytwo other hitters that hit .500each. Wyatt Hershberger, whoplayed in all but two games,had 17 hits in 34 trips to thedish, while (need a first name)Lockwood, who only appearedin five games, finished withthree hits in six trips to theplate.Owen Laurers and KoenShipley joined Koehne in the.480's. Both were steady play-ers on the team as Laurerspounded out 21 hits in 19games for a .488 batting aver-age. His hit total was second onthe team only to Urban, whofinished with 22. Shipley, whoplayed in 16 games, swattedthe per at .486 pace. He had 17hits, 11 of which were singles.Vincent Talbot had eighthits in 18 games for a .400 bat-ting average.And that is just the offense.Shipley and Laurers ac-counted for 10 of those 15wins. Shipley, the ace of theteam, ran his record to 7-1,while Laurers was 3-2 withthree saves. Shipley retired 77batters by striking them out,while Laurers fanned 68. Whenthose two were not on the hill,Koehne, Urban or Troy Boyerwere.

"At this age, the game ismore about having fun, not somuch about winning," saidUrban. "We want the boys tohave a good time and enjoythe time with their friends.We want to celebrate theirpersonal achievements,which could be anythingdone at the plate or on thehill. Win or lose, we alwaystried to keep it fun.'The season came to an endon Friday night, when they lostto St. Joseph #2 in the thirdround of the tournament by a22-12 score. First State Bankactually outhit St. Joseph, post-

ing 18 hits to their 17. A totalof six players had multiple hitslead by Shipley, who was 3-for-4 and homered twice. He drovehome three runs and crossedthe plate three times. Hersh-berger and Koehne each hadthree hits as well.To earn the right to play St.Joseph #2, they topped Tolono#2 in the second round. In the18-3 win, Koehne was thepitcher of record working thefinal 2 1/3 innings. Laurers ledthe way offensively for FirstState Bank with a 3-for-4 per-formance. He drove home fourruns and scored once.
Jack koehne, pLaying in one of his final games with First state Bank 9-10 year old Team,

throws a pitch home. The 10-year old was the pitcher of record in their 15th win of the year. With
the 18-3 win over Tolono, First state Bank moved to the second round. Photo by Daniel L. Cham-
ness..

Troy Boyer, a member of the First state Bank 9-10 year old
Team, watches a pitch in the first round game of the playoffs.
First state Bank won the game 18-3 and it was over 3.5 innings
as there is a 15-year slaughter rule after three innings. Photo by
Daniel L. Chamness.

Lydia koch competes in breaststroke for the first time. Photo by Margie Carter.Jack koehne dives in to ultimately take 1st place in 50yd Freestyle. Photo by Margie Carter.
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Illinois could see controlled power outages this summer

First State Bank finishes season with 15-5 mark

By TAMMIE SLOUP
FarmWeekAs electricity demandacross the Midwest climbs, theamount of power available tothe grid servicing a large swathof Illinois has dipped, prompt-ing regulators to warn of con-trolled outages during extremesummer weather.Rolling blackouts orbrownouts typically associatedwith Western states may benecessary in Illinois and otherMidwest states in the Midcon-tinent Independent System Op-erator (MISO) footprint. MISOis the regional electric grid op-erator that oversees power in15 states, including the south-ern two-thirds of Illinois.Several factors are con-tributing to the heightenedrisk, including some early gen-erator retirements, changes tothe generation resource mixand increased demand forelectricity, Brandon Morris,MISO adviser-strategic com-munications, told FarmWeek.The summer peak forecastis 124 gigawatts with 119 gi-gawatts of projected regularly

available generation withinMISO.“Over the last several years,MISO has observed concurrenttrends of increasing extremeweather events that strain thesystem and an evolving gener-ation portfolio with a higherpercentage of renewables thatincreases the complexity ofmanaging the bulk electricgrid,” Morris said. “The realityfor the zones that do not havesufficient generation to covertheir load plus their requiredreserves is that they will haveincreased risk of temporary,controlled outages to maintainsystem reliability.”MISO generally has accessto significant energy importsfrom neighboring grid opera-tors, and in emergency condi-tions MISO can also accessadditional resources includingoperating reserves, Morrisadded.“But this year’s summer as-sessment and capacity auctionreflect the potential for thetightest conditions we’ve expe-rienced,” Morris said.And that assessment has

state Rep. Charlie Meier, R-Okawville, worried. Meier, whoraises beef cattle, testified dur-ing a joint hearing between theIllinois House’s Public Utilitiesand Energy & Environmentcommittees last month, shar-ing his concerns, especially forfarmers.“If my power goes out and itwas a very hot day, or a verycold day, we could lose ourlivestock. They wouldn’t havewater. The heaters wouldn’tkick on. The fans wouldn’t kickon,” he said during the hearing.

Meier recently spent thou-sands on a new generator toensure his livestock would beable to survive if he’s not hometo flip the switch.“We need a reliable base-load energy source,” Meiersaid. “I’m not against clean en-ergy. We need to have a planthat’s focused on getting therebefore we’re shutting every-thing down.”Aside from logistical issueson the farm during a poweroutage, Meier pointed out an-other concern – energy prices.

Ameren Illinois warned cus-tomers they will pay more forelectricity because of inflation,the conflict in eastern Europeand the closure of coal-firedelectric generation facilities.The average customer couldsee an increase of more than$600 annually.But farmers aren’t the aver-age customer.“Can you imagine a farmwhen we go into drying grain?What that’s going to do (to ourbills) now?” Meier toldFarmWeek.In the coming weeks, Meierplans to issue safety advisories,such as warning people not torun generators in their garagesor homes.“We need to be putting outreminders all summer longknowing that this is going to bea possibility,” he said.Among the most vulnerableareas heading into summer issouthern Illinois, according toa forecast by the North Ameri-can Electric Reliability Corp.(NERC), a regulatory authoritythat monitors risks to the grid.“Industry prepares its

equipment and operators forchallenging summer condi-tions. Persistent, extremedrought and its accompanyingweather patterns, however, areout of the ordinary and tend tocreate extra stresses on elec-tricity supply and demand,”said Mark Olson, NERC’s man-ager of Reliability Assess-ments, in a news release. “Gridoperators in affected areas willneed all available tools to keepthe system in balance this sum-mer.”Morris said temporary, co-ordinated power outages areextremely rare and a last-stepemergency measure imple-mented to protect the electricgrid.“MISO and its members drilland prepare for energy emer-gencies, and have many toolsat our disposal to maintaingrid reliability throughoutthese conditions,” he said.
This story was distributed

through a cooperative project
between Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. Formore food and farming
news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.

Graphic from
the North
American
Electric
Reliability Corp.
(NERC) 2022
Summer
Reliability
Assessment
published
in May.




