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Program connects Illinois farmers to mental health resources 

Among those attending the Farm Family Resource Initiative press conference held at the (L-R) National Corn-
to-Ethanol Center at SIUE where NCERC Director John Caupert, Illinois Department of Agriculture Director 
Jerry Costello II, Representative Katie Stuart (D-Edwardsville), SIU System President Dan Mahony, and SIUE 
Chancellor James T. Minor.

Legislature eases liability insurance cost for agritourism

Pumpkin patches and other eligible agritourism businesses would qualify 
for a state income tax credit for liability insurance premiums in legislation 
passed by the General Assembly. Agritourism liability issues have long 
been priorities for Illinois Farm Bureau and the Illinois Specialty Growers 
Association. (Photo courtesy of Eckert’s) 

As part of an ongoing campaign to 
connect the Illinois farming commu-
nity to mental health resources, Illinois 
Department of Agriculture Director Jerry 
Costello II visited the National Corn-
to-Ethanol Research Center at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville in May.

The Farm Family Resource Initia-
tive (FFRI) was established in Illinois in 
2019 to address the mental health needs 
of farming and agricultural communities. 
During the last legislative session, the 
Illinois General Assembly appropriated an 
additional $500,000 to ensure the program 
remains operational in all 102 Illinois 
counties throughout fiscal year 2023.

The stop at NCERC marked the 
third of seven on a campaign through-
out the state with the goal of bringing 
awareness to this program and increas-
ing accessibility to the farming com-
munity.  SIU President Daniel Mahony, 
Rep. Katie Stuart, D-Edwardsville, and 
Karen Stallman of the FFRI joined 
Costello as speakers at the event.

The FFRI is led by the SIU School 
of Medicine and funded through the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. It 
provides a telephone hotline for farm-
ers to call to connect with mental 
health resources and providers. 

“In just a few short years, the FFRI 
has helped many in our farming commu-
nities,” said Costello. “Providing confi-
dential access to mental health providers 
while also breaking down stigmas in 
seeking help is critical for those work-

By KAY SHIPMAN 
FarmWeek

The General Assembly gave Illinois 
agritourism businesses some relief on 
liability insurance costs. Lawmakers 
passed legislation providing agribusi-
nesses a $1,000 state income tax credit 
for liability insurance premiums and 
forwarded the provisions along with 
other tax measures to Gov. J.B. Pritzker.

For years, Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Specialty Growers Associa-
tion have worked to address agritourism 
liability issues against stiff opposition 
from the Illinois Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion . After years of inaction due to ITLA 
opposition, Sen. Rachel Aud Crowe, 
D-Glen Carbon, and Senate President 
Don Harmon’s office, with help from 
Rep. Katie Stuart in the House, actively 
partnered with IFB and lobbied each 
chamber to deliver aid for agritourism.

Stuart, D-Edwardsville, worked to 
pass relief for Liberty Apple Orchard 
and other agritourism businesses. 

“It’s really important to support these 
small businesses,” Stuart told FarmWeek. 
“The owners (of Liberty Orchard) and 
I have had numerous conversations. I 
understand their point of view about being 
outdoors (at the orchard) is the same risk 
as you being outdoors in your yard.”

Farmers in Illinois lead the nation 
in soybean, corn and swine production, 
but some also contribute to the state’s 
economy by offering immersive, recre-
ational experiences to visitors through 
pumpkin patches, hayrides, tree farms, 
petting zoos and more, Crowe said.

“As small-business owners, agritour-
ism operators truly make our state unique 
by attracting visitors to our communities to 
participate in authentic farm experiences,” 
Crowe said. “By offering state relief to ag-
ritourism operators for liability insurance 

premiums, Illinois is supporting the local 
businesses who promote economic growth 
statewide and play an important role in 
teaching our children and families the sig-
nificance of agriculture in our daily lives.”

“This is huge for agritourism and local 
food,” said Mark Raney, IFB associate di-
rector of state legislation. “A lot of people 
want to enjoy these activities, but liability 
insurance is a huge barrier into this niche 
market given how expensive it is.”

Raney noted a recent USDA report 
showed 85 percent of agritourism busi-
nesses earn less than $25,000. “These are 
small businesses,” he added. However, 
the state Trial Lawyers Association long 
fought efforts to provide agritourism 
businesses limited liability protection 
rather than go to court, Raney explained.

“Specialty growers are unique in that 
we grow fruits, vegetables and herbs 
for direct use by Illinois families, while 
also inviting our guests to enjoy a fun, 
educational experience on our farms,” 
said Randy Graham, president of the 
Illinois Specialty Growers Association 
(ISGA). Because specialty growers work 
in agriculture and tourism, they “incur a 
higher liability risk than most,” he noted.

Graham thanked Crowe and Stu-
art for understanding specialty grow-
ers’ needs and their work to ensure 
passage of the liability insurance tax 
credit. He also pointed to the partner-
ship success of IFB and ISGA.

The legislation defines agritour-
ism businesses that would be eligible 
for the liability insurance tax credit and 
specifies services that would not meet the 
law’s criteria. Raney explained quali-
fied agritourism businesses would need 
certification from the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture after it adopts new rules.

Eligible agritourism businesses 
include those providing historic, cul-
tural and on-site educational programs, 

tours, animal exhibitions and petting 
zoos, crop mazes, U-pick harvesting, 
horse rides, hayrides and sleighrides.

Under the law, ineligible businesses 
solely offer hunting, fishing, rodeos, 
amusement rides, off-road biking or 
motorized activities, outdoor recreation 
and serve as wedding and concert venues.

For agritourism businesses, the li-
ability insurance is very expensive. “We 
hope the income tax credit will alleviate 
that burden,” said Raghela Scavuzzo, 

IFB associate director of food systems 
development and ISGA executive direc-
tor. “We hope this credit will incentiv-
ize them to continue doing business and 
will stimulate new agribusinesses.”

This story was distributed through 
a cooperative project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois Press 
Association. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeekNow.com. 

ing in our state’s number one industry.”
“Thanks to State Representative 

Katie Stuart and her colleagues in the 
General Assembly, Director Costello and 
the Illinois Department of Agriculture 
and our dedicated professionals at the 
SIU School of Medicine, we’ve created 
a partnership that not only provides a 
direct line to services for those in need, 
but also delivers education and training 
to rural partners working to improve the 

health and safety of farm families.”
Spring and fall are often the most 

stressful times for farmers, and this year 
will likely bring additional stressors due to 
weather causing planting delays and infla-
tion influencing the cost of farming inputs. 

“As a member of a farming family, I’m 
acutely aware of the challenges that farm-
ers face that impact their mental health,” 
said NCERC Executive Director John 
Caupert. “The incredible tools that the 

FFRI provides are resources that can help 
bring some relief to farmers whose roles 
are incredibly important in our society.”

If you or someone you know needs 
to speak about stressors on the farm, 
the Farmer Assistance Helpline is 
available 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week at 1 (833) FARM-SOS.

To learn more about the 
FFRI visit siumed.edu/farm. 


