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POINT/COUNTERPOINT: Abortion, a right to choose or 
a right of the unborn?

  
EDITOR’S NOTE: For the past month 

the Illinois Business Journal has gathered 
reactions to the debate over abortion. The 
leaked U.S. Supreme Court opinion isn’t 
expected to be made final until mid-to-late 
June, and justices still have an opportu-
nity to change their minds. For now, the 
right to an abortion is still constitutionally 
protected, although several Republican-
led states have passed or introduced 
legislation severely curtailing it. Here is 
a sampling of voices from the debate.

U.S. Sen. Tammy Duckworth, 
D-Illinois: “Women should be allowed 
to make their health-care decisions 
without Mitch McConnell’s voice or 
Brett Kavanaugh’s face haunting them 
at their OB-GYN appointments.

“Shame on those who want to take 
us back to the pre-Roe back alleys.

“Shame on those who don’t dare regu-
late guns but want to regulate our uteruses.

“I will push with everything I’ve got 
to keep women out of those back alleys. 
It is the least that those who came before 
us and won these rights deserve. And it is 
the least that our own daughters need.”

Economic Policy Institute: “Abor-
tion rights are economic rights.

“Abortion is often framed as a 
‘culture war’ issue, distinct from mate-
rial ‘bread-and-butter’ economic issues. 
In reality, abortion rights and economic 
progress are deeply interconnected, and 
the imminent loss of abortion rights 
means the loss of economic security, 
independence, and mobility for millions 
of women. In fact, a rich and rigorous 

social science literature has examined 
both the detrimental effect of a denied 
abortion on women’s lives and the indi-
vidual and societal economic benefits of 
abortion legalization, as detailed in the 
thorough amicus brief filed in ‘Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organiza-
tion’ on behalf of over 100 economists. 

“Some of the economic consequenc-
es of being denied an abortion include 
a higher chance of being in poverty; a 
lower likelihood of being employed full 
time; and an increase in unpaid debts 
and financial distress lasting years.  

“On the flip side, environments in 
which abortion is legal and accessible 
have lower rates of teen first births and 
marriages. Abortion legalization has also 
been associated with reduced maternal 
mortality for Black women. The ability 
to delay having a child has been found to 
translate to significantly increased wages 
and labor earnings, especially among 
Black women, as well as an increased 
likelihood of educational attainment.”

U.S. Senate Majority Leader 
Charles Schumer, D-New York: “The 
American people have seen the stark 
contrast between pro-choice Democrats 
who are fighting to protect a woman’s 
rights to make decisions about her body 
and MAGA Republicans who want to 
rip away women’s rights, ban abortion, 
come between women and their doc-
tors, and stop them from getting the 
health care they need. Democrats are 
going to confront these extreme Re-
publicans whose anti-women views are 
wildly out of step with the American 

people and will not stop fighting for 
this crucial and important issue because 
women’s rights are human rights.”

U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, R-Murphys-
boro. “I am proudly pro-life and believe 
that this draft opinion, if enforced, will 
be a necessary step forward in protect-
ing innocent unborn lives. It is clear to 
me that this confidential draft was leaked 
to intimidate the justices of the Supreme 
Court into changing their decision. 
Left wing advocates have also called 
to codify abortion rights at the federal 
level through radical legislation. Rest 
assured, I will continue to fight the left’s 
abortion-on-demand agenda in Congress.” 

U.S. Rep. Rodney Davis, R-
Taylorville: “As a pro-life lawmaker, 
I’ve long advocated for an end to the 
‘Roe’ decision. It was wrong from the 
beginning, and I hope the Court’s pend-
ing decision empowers states to enact 
pro-life laws and protect the unborn.

“I am deeply concerned by the fact 
this draft opinion was leaked. This is 
nothing more than an attempt to intimi-
date the justices on this case and sway 
their opinion. A leak of this magnitude 
must be condemned and, if warranted, 
investigated and prosecuted. Those on the 
Left who are cheering this lawless type of 
behavior are contributing to the undermin-
ing of our nation’s institutions and civic 
processes. Please pray for the safety of 
the justices on our Supreme Court.”

Gov. JB Pritzker, during an appear-
ance at the Planned Parenthood clinic in 

Fairview Heights: “With the Supreme 
Court’s anti-choice majority poised to 
further restrict reproductive rights and 
overturn Roe v. Wade, the nation is on 
the precipice of eliminating a federal 
right that has been the law of the land 
for 50 years. It’s shameful and wrong.

“Lt. Gov. Stratton, our partners 
in the statehouse, and I want to thank 
Planned Parenthood for hosting us this 
morning, but more importantly for 
the truly lifesaving and life-changing 
work for patients here in Illinois and 
throughout the United States.  

“In the months since, hundreds of 
patients from other states throughout the 
South and Midwest have been cared for in 
this very room: recovering not only from 
their medical procedure as any patient 
would but recovering from the odyssey 
that forced them to seek refuge here.”

“Patients who’ve had to answer 
personal questions to their employers 
or had to invent a reason to be gone for 
days. Patients who’ve faced hurdles at 
every turn in the pursuit of basic health-
care. And let’s be crystal clear about 
this point: abortion is health care. 

“Since 2015, the number of out-
of-state patients coming to Illinois 
to make their own decisions about 
whether, where, and how to be a par-
ent has tripled – and without action 
from Congress, it’s set to soar. 

“Right now, women are under 
siege. Basic rights to privacy, to health 
care, to the rights of women to con-
trol their own bodies are about to be 
stripped away. The world is watching. 
Here in Illinois, we trust women.”


