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Missouri Schnucks pact
could be sign for Illinois
By DENNIS GRUBAUGH

Officials are praising a union deal 
with Schnucks’ Missouri employees, 
which is expected to play out next 
at Dierbergs and likely to influence 
what eventually happens in Illinois.

The new contract’s perks were 
pushed in part by the grocer’s needs 
to keep and recruit workers, and it 
might be a sign of future labor trends.

United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 655, which represents 
about 4,600 Schnucks employees in St. 
Louis and Missouri, completed the new 
three-year union contract in mid-May.

“This is arguably the best contract 
in our history,” said UFCW Local 655 
President David Cook. “Many of these 
men and women worked through a 
pandemic and not only are they re-
ceiving substantial pay increases, but 
we’ve also been able to improve their 

health-care benefits without raising 
costs to workers by a single penny.”

Local 655 anticipates a vote on 
a Dierbergs contract with a similar 
economic package early in June.

United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 655 is the largest 
private-sector local union in Missouri. 
It represents more than 8,500 partners 
in the central and eastern portions 
of the state, primarily in the grocery 
industry, as well as in food process-
ing, food service and manufacturing.

Local 881, which represents 
workers on the Illinois side and has 
pending negotiations, participated in 
the 655 talks, and observers believe 
that a similar, positive contract will 
eventually be presented in Illinois.

“Local 881 sat in on those ne-
gotiations,” said 655 union spokes-
man Collin Reischman. 

One hundred years down, 500 to go
Levee repair hits
one benchmark, 
goes for another
By DENNIS GRUBAUGH

Fifteen years ago, Metro East of-
ficials faced a sink or swim situation: 
spend many millions of dollars on fixing 
the region’s levees or face decertifica-
tion of them by the federal government.

It was a telling moment. Without such 
accreditation, flood insurance was likely 
be unobtainable or extraordinarily ex-
pensive for businesses and residents who 
faced continued, uncertain exposure to the 
frequent wrath of the Mississippi River. 
And potential businesses would be skittish 
about even locating in what would become 
new Southwestern Illinois’ floodplain.

Although it took years to play out, 
the series of moves begun in 2007 
have put the region’s flood maps above 
water for many years to come.

“We did a good job,” engi-
neer Gary Hoelscher said. “It’s 
a positive story to tell.”
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Millions goes
into the repair
of area levees
By DENNIS GRUBAUGH

When Chuck Etwert took over su-
pervision of Metro East flood protection 
projects in 2014, he was told he could 
expect to be done in “two or three years.”

“That was eight years ago,” 
he reflected recently.

A combination of severe flooding 
and federal foot-dragging prolonged his 
role. The Southwestern Illinois Flood 
Prevention District Council wrapped up 
construction of its 100-year flooding goal 
in February 2018. It took another four 
years for that work to be certified by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

“It’s been a long time coming. I would 
never have dreamed that it would take four 
years to get all that accredited,” he said.

The council represents the interests 
of Madison, Monroe and St. Clair coun-
ties — and five separate levee districts. 
Etwert is the council’s chief supervi-
sor of construction and the works.
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Children remain at the heart
of Caritas Family Solutions
By DENNIS GRUBAUGH

To really appreciate kids, some-
times you have to be one.

That’s the basic idea behind a novel 
fundraising idea 
that Belleville-
based Caritas 
Family Solutions 
will use later 
this year to build 
awareness of the 
agency’s impor-
tant contributions 
to children’s wel-
fare as it begins a 
celebration of its 
75th anniversary.

“Be a Kid for a Night” will take place 
from 6:30 to 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 15, 
at Gateway Convention Center in Col-
linsville. Participants — only adults — are 
going to enjoy the kinds of things you’d 
see at a 10-year-old’s birthday party: 
bounce houses, magicians, entertain-
ment, arcade games, food catered by 

Bella Milano, a silent auction, prizes 
and more. Tickets are already on sale.

“We’re celebrating childhood. Since 
we have so many children in our care, 
it’s a way of connecting with those 
programs,” said Chief Executive Of-
ficer Gary Huelsmann, who has been 
at the helm for the last 16 years.

Founded July 31, 1947, Caritas 
Family Solutions is a private, nonprofit 
social service agency whose mission is 
to strengthen the social and emotional 
well-being of individuals and families in 
order to create healthy relationships, lov-
ing homes, and strong communities. Until 
2012, it was affiliated with the Catholic 
Church. It has no affiliations today. 

Services include adoption, preg-
nancy care for women who are home-
less, foster care, counseling, residential 
treatment for children healing from abuse 
and/or neglect, independent living for 
adults with developmental disabilities, 
and assisted living and employment 
assistance for low-income seniors. 

Huelsmann
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Levee repairs continue along the Berm Highway leading into Alton. 
            (IBJ photo)


