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POINT/COUNTERPOINT: Roe is gone.  What happens now?
EDITOR’S NOTE: The Supreme 

Court overturned Roe v. Wade on June 
24, 2022. In our June issue, we posed the 
question as to whether abortion rights 
were those of choice or rights of the 
unborn. Now, we share responses from 
legislators after the ruling was issued and 
what experts are saying the economic im-
pact will be. Take note of this information 
as guidance at the polls this November.

U.S. Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-
Illinois: “I am outraged and horrified—
this outcome is a nightmare that robs 
women of their right to make their own 
choices about their healthcare and their 
bodies, and it paves the way for a nation-
wide abortion ban that Republicans have 
been seeking for decades. Millions of 
American families—including my own—
have relied on Roe v. Wade for almost 
50 years, and 70 percent of Americans 
believe it should remain the law of the 
land. The Supreme Court of the United 
States and the Justices who claimed Roe 
was ‘settled law,’ but then turned around 
and ruled otherwise, will—as Justice 
Sotomayor said—’struggle to survive 
the stench’ of this extreme decision.

“In a nation with a growing maternal 
mortality crisis and often inaccessible 
healthcare, without affordable childcare 
or universal paid leave, forcing births on 
anyone—even when the mother’s life 
could be at risk—is not only cruel, it will 
also be deadly. Victims of rape could be 
forced to relive their trauma every day.

“I refuse to let my daughters grow up 

in a world with fewer rights than I had. 
As Republicans continue their march 
toward a nationwide abortion ban, I will 
do everything in my power to ensure 
that Illinois remains a safe haven for all 
women seeking reproductive care.”

U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, R-Murphys-
boro: “I agree wholeheartedly with the 
Supreme Court’s decision to restore power 
to the American people to determine for 
themselves how abortion services are 
regulated in their state. It’s a historic 
decision that will help save the lives of 
countless innocent unborn children.”

Illinois Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul: “I am extremely disappointed with 
today’s Supreme Court decision, which 
jeopardizes the health, safety, and lives of 
millions of women in the United States. 
Let me be clear: In Illinois, everyone has 
the right to an abortion. The Supreme 
Court’s decision does not change that.”

State Sen. Darren Bailey, R-
Xenia: The winner of the Illinois Re-
publican primary for governor called 
the ruling overturning Roe v. Wade “a 
historic and welcomed moment.”

“As I have consistently stated for 
several months, as Governor, I will work 
to remove taxpayer-funded abortion and 
restore parental notification in Illinois. I 
will also work with the legislature, civic 
groups, and nonprofits to support women 
during and after pregnancy, to make adop-
tion easier, and abortion unnecessary.”    

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker: Fol-
lowing the June 24 ruling, Gov. Pritzer 
said, “Despite the action of the Su-
preme Court today overturning Roe 
v. Wade, the right to safe, accessible 
reproductive health care is in full force 
in Illinois – and will remain so.

“In Illinois, we’ve planned for this 
terrible day, an enormous step back-
ward and a shattering loss of rights. We 
passed the Reproductive Health Acts. We 
removed the trigger law that would have 
prohibited abortion in Illinois with the 
overturning of Roe v Wade. We expanded 
health care so that finances are not a 
barrier to receiving reproductive care.”    

“In Illinois, we are a state commit-
ted to expanding access to reproduc-
tive health care including abortion care, 
contraception access, fertility treat-
ment and gender-affirming care. We’ve 
made it clear that we trust people to 
make the best decisions for themselves 
about their own reproductive health.”

Asha Banerjee, Economic Policy 
Institute: In a recent EPI post, Ba-
nerjee noted, “Abortion rights are 
economic rights. Overturning Roe 
v. Wade would be an economic ca-
tastrophe for millions of women.

“In reality, abortion rights and eco-
nomic progress are deeply interconnected, 
and the imminent loss of abortion rights 
means the loss of economic security, 
independence, and mobility for millions 
of women. The fall of Roe will be an addi-
tional economic blow, as women in the 26 

states likely to ban abortion already face 
an economic landscape of lower wages, 
worker power, and access to health care. 

“State policymakers and advocates 
absolutely must recognize that the fall of 
Roe v Wade is an economic issue. This 
is not a sideline cultural issue, and that is 
the first step in coming up with solutions 
and strategies. This decision is not about 
women or motherhood or babies, this is 
about power and control and subjugation.”  

Mayra Pineda Torres, Georgia 
Institute of Technology: “We know 
that when abortion became legal in the 
U.S., women attained higher education 
or could reach higher levels of education 
because they were able to delay mother-
hood and marriage.  But that was not the 
end of the story. The generations that 
came after these women benefited from 
the legalization of abortion, because they 
were also less likely to live in poverty.”

In an interview with NBC after the 
Court’s overturning of Roe v. Wade, 
Torres warned that arrangements for 
abortions could be “so costly or impos-
sible to make that some may end up not 
accessing abortion services.” Adding 
to the abortion barriers women already 
faced, such as parental involvement laws, 
funding restrictions, mandatory wait-
ing periods and gestational limits, Torres 
said the Supreme Court’s action, “may 
force them to have an abortion at a later 
stage of pregnancy or prevent them from 
getting an abortion because they create 
additional time and monetary costs.”
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The Mill is just one part of the plans 
for this downtown arts and entertain-
ment district. “We are looking to give 
our residents more walkable things 
to do,” Parkinson said. “Some busi-
nesses are still in planning stages, 
and others are already open.” 

And Granite City’s renais-
sance isn’t stopping there.

“Then you have what’s going on 
in the north end – like the beautifica-
tion efforts along the Route 203 cor-
ridor and in the main business district,” 
Parkinson added. “Shop owners are on 
board and excited to see what’s happen-
ing. There’s also a furniture business 
coming into the old Kmart building.

“The amount of money we’re putting 
in the ground, into infrastructure, and the 
investments being made by companies 
like Illinois American Water, we have a 
real commitment to keeping Granite City 
on the map,” Parkinson said further. 

In 2020, Illinois American Water 
announced plans to invest $27 million 
over five years to upgrade Granite City’s 
wastewater collection system. In 2021, 
the company spent another $6 million to 
construct three new ultraviolet disinfection 
reactors at the city’s water treatment plant.

The city is hoping to attract more 
entertainment-type venues, like a brew-
ery or a wine bar, along with some 
uniquely attractive dining options. 
Granite City owns a few older, vacant 
buildings that they hope to fill with 
“the right fit” sooner rather than later. 

They are also looking at the pos-
sibility of a food truck park in a 
corner lot across from the library 
that the city currently owns.

Parkinson further noted that, while 
other cities try to rebirth their down-
towns by taking down the old build-
ings, Granite City’s approach is to buy 
the old buildings, rehab them, and re-

purpose them into something new. 
Back in February, Parkinson 

shared with Fox 2 News’ Elliott Davis 
that Granite City was already fight-
ing to overcome a 32 percent loss in 
its population since 1970, and then 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit. 

Granite City lost 200 of its businesses 
because of the pandemic and the challeng-
es that came with it, and the city dedicated 
some of its $16 million in anticipated pan-
demic funds to help keep other businesses 
afloat. Those funds were also being used 
to address other issues, including storm 
sewer troubles and abandoned houses. 

U.S. Steel’s pending plan to cut 
up to 1,500 jobs in two years, ac-
companied by its potential plant clo-
sure, will undoubtedly strain Granite 
City’s budget. And its residents will 
feel its impact even more closely. 

Generations of families have de-
pended on the Granite City steel mill for 

their lives and livelihoods for decades. 
And facing the uncertainty ahead is likely 
to bring many families to the brink of 
despair, and to make indelible decisions 
that will change what has been the norm. 

Mayor Parkinson and his administra-
tion have vowed to do everything in their 
power to keep the mill open and keep those 
jobs here. But they are also committed to 
looking at all the ways they can help Gran-
ite City’s families stay in Granite City. 

“If U.S. Steel follows through with 
their plans, we will expect them to do their 
due diligence. We will always expect them 
to consider our Granite City families first, 
honor their commitment to our community, 
and clean up what they leave behind. 

“And, at the end of it all, we still 
end up with an abandoned plant, then 
we’ll figure out what we can do with it 
too,” said Parkinson. “Granite City is 
a strong community. We will survive, 
and together, united, keep thriving.”
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