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People in Business

Now in our 30th year.

Surveillance 
cameras
Access         
control
Telephone  
Systems
Voice, Data “& 
Security Cabling
Fire &        
Security
Intercoms & Public 
Address systems

Providing Excellent Service long after 
the sale is our main Focus.

PINNACLE
ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS Inc.

Since 1992 we have provided quality 
telecommunications and security solutions

219 N Illinois St, Belleville, IL | (618) 235-8882

Ameren Illinois announces
officer changes, retirement

Ameren Illinois has announced 
the appointment of two new officers 
and the retirement of an officer. 

David Wake-
man, Senior Vice 
President, Opera-
tions and Techni-
cal Services, will 
retire at end of 
2022. Wakeman 
has held numer-
ous leadership 
positions in his 
40-year career 
with Ameren 
before serv-
ing as SVP of 
Operations and 
Technical Ser-
vices for Ameren 
Illinois the last 
two years.  

Patrick 
Smith, Sr. has 
been named Se-
nior Vice Presi-
dent, Operations 

and Technical Services. Smith will lead 
electric and natural gas field operations.

Smith holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in industrial and organi-
zational psychology and an Executive 
MBA from Washington University.  

Craig Gilson was named Vice Presi-
dent, Electric Operations and Distribu-
tion. Gilson has more than 40 years of 
experience with the company serving in a 

variety of roles, including most recently 
as senior director of Electric Operations 
and Distribution.  Under Gilson’s direc-
tion, the company has made significant 
improvements in safety, storm response, 
power outage restoration and field com-
munications.  He holds a civil engineer-
ing degree from University of Illinois 
and MBA from Bradley University. 

Edwardsville alderman among
Air Force civic leaders

Edwardsville Alderman Elizabeth 
Grant was among area leaders who took 
a cross-country flight as part of a demon-

stration of the 
essential partner-
ship between 
communities and 
U.S. military 
installations 
such as Scott 
Air Force Base.

Grant 
was among 
regional of-

ficials who flew aboard a military aircraft 
from Scott Air Force Base to Joint Base 
Charleston in South Carolina for two 
days of meetings in early November..

Alderman Grant met with military 
personnel and Charleston-area municipal 
leaders, explored aircraft and visited sites 
representing numerous branches of the 
military as part of the civic leader tour.

Joint Base Charleston is one of 12 De-
partment of Defense joint bases, and host 
to over 60 federal agencies. It is home to 
the 628th Air Base Wing, which provides 

support to a total force of over 90,000 
Airmen, Sailors, Soldiers, Marines, Coast 
Guardsmen, civilians, dependents and re-
tirees across four installations including the 
Air Base and the Naval Weapons Station.

The civic leader tours are held 
to provide a first-hand understand-
ing and appreciation for Scott Air 
Force Base’s joint operations.

SIUE hires Chambers 
as next HR director

Southern Illinois University Edwards-
ville Interim Vice Chancellor for Adminis-
tration Bill Retzlaff, Ph.D., has named Carl 

L. Chambers as 
the university’s 
next director of 
Human Re-
sources (HR). 
Chambers will 
assume the role 
on Jan. 1, 2023.

An SIUE 
alumnus, Cham-
bers will return 
to his alma mater 
with more than 

15 years of progressive human resources 
and equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI) 
experience within multiple industries 
in both private and public sectors.

Since 2018, Chambers has served 
as a principal for Human Value Initia-
tive, LLC, providing EDI training de-
sign, development and implementation. 
Chambers has also served in various HR 
roles at Tillamook Bay Community Col-

lege, Oregon Youth Authority, Oregon 
State Department of Police and Tilla-
mook County Creamery Association.

Chambers earned a bachelor’s in busi-
ness administration from SIUE in 1995. 
He earned a master’s in human resource 
development from Villanova University in 
2017 and a Senior Professional in Hu-
man Resources (SPHR) certification.

Bethalto superintendent joins
L&C Board of Trustees

Bethalto Superintendent Jill Griffin is 
the newest member of the Lewis and Clark 
Community College Board of Trustees. 
Griffin was sworn in during the Board’s 

regular meeting, 
Nov. 15, and will 
finish out the 
term following 
the resignation of 
former chair-
person David 
Heyen, which 
runs through 
April 2023. 
Griffin plans 

to run in the April election to main-
tain her position on the Board.

She has served the Bethalto 
School District as superintendent for 
the past seven years, and as assistant 
superintendent and curriculum direc-
tor there during the six years prior. 

Griffin holds a doctorate in education 
and currently serves as vice president of 
the Southwest Region Illinois Association 
of School Administrators (SWIASA). 

City Administrator
4 administrators since 1999. Mayor 
& 8-member City Council. $20M 
budget; 70 full time employees.  
Full-service city providing police, 
fire, ambulance, streets, lake, build-
ing, zoning, economic development, 
tourism, water and wastewater.  Re-
quires bachelor’s degree, prefer mas-
ter’s degree in Public Administration, 
Planning, Political Science, Econom-
ics or related field. Must demon-
strate strong leadership experience 
in high performance organization, 
experience in capital improvement 
planning, financial management and 
union negotiations and 7 years di-
rectly related supervisory experience 
required. Prefers credentialed man-
ager and member of ICMA.

Submit resume, letter of interest, 3 
professional references to City Ad-
ministrator, 120 E. Ryder, Litchfield, 
IL 62056 by January 15, 2023.

Economic Development 
Director

The City of Litchfield seeks appli-
cations for position of Economic 
Development Director. Position 
responsible for developing, coor-
dinating and implementing strat-
egies and programs to enhance 
the community’s ability to attract 
and retain business. Will promote 
the City’s industrial and commer-
cial sites, direct and administer 
the EZ, TIF Programs and the lo-
cal Revolving Loan Fund and do 
grant writing and administration as 
well as project planning.  

Position requires bachelor’s degree 
from accredited college or universi-
ty in Public Administration, Political 
Science or Planning, Economics or 
related field, or equivalent experi-
ence.  5-7 years directly related su-
pervisory experience preferred.  Will 
work closely with Mayor, City Coun-
cil and City Administrator.  Reports 
to the City Administrator.  

Submit resume of experience and 
qualifications, letter of interest and 
3 professional references to City 
Administrator, 120 East Ryder 
Street, Litchfield, IL  62056, by Jan-
uary 15, 2023.

Happy Holidays!
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