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Carlinville city council
meeting cancelled

Macoupin County
COVID-19
statistics
Positive Cases
to date: 4,437
Current Active
Cases: 810
Recovered Cases:
3,520
Deaths: 107
County Positivity
Rate: 5.0%
Vaccine Doses
Administered:
7,896
# Fully Vaccinated:
2,304
Percentage of
County Population
Fully Vaccinated:
5.08%

The Feb. 15 Carlinville city council meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather.
The council’s next meeting is Monday, Mar. 1 at 6 p.m. All business
items from Feb. 15 will be added to that agenda.

On Feb. 8, a blizzard came through the Carlinville area and brought with it six to nine inches of snow. Residents
had to deal with sub-zero temperatures, wind chills and hazardous road conditions. Some even needed extra
assistance in freeing their vehicles from miniature snowbanks. Enquirer~Democrat photo by Jackson Wilson.

Massive cold front, snowfall hits Macoupin County

As of Feb. 16, 2021

Weather expected to
warm up this weekend

Source: Macoupin County
Public Health Department
Facebook page

By JACKSON WILSON
Enquirer Democrat Reporter
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CHS girls' basketball
winning streak

See page 5A

30

Saturday
2/20

21

Sunday
2/21

25

Over the past two weeks, the Macoupin County area has been feeling the effects of intensified winter
weather.
Temperatures have been hovering within the single-digit range and
even below zero during certain times
of the day on a daily basis.
Ever since the first snowfall of the
season, which occurred around the
beginning of Feb., the temperatures
have remained either at or below the
freezing point after Jan. brought with
it a couple of warm and rainy springlike days.
On Feb. 8, the weather worsened
as Carlinville and surrounding areas
got six to nine inches of snow during
a Presidents’ Day blizzard that led to
the cancellation of all public meetings and sporting events. Schools

were already closed in the first place
because of the federal holiday, but inperson learning would not have been
held either way if this storm came
through on a regular day.
All around town, roads were dangerously slick, vehicles were either getting stuck or submerged in
snow and the streets were mostly
abandoned due to residents staying indoors protecting themselves
from frostbite effects of zero-degree
temperatures plus -10-degree wind
chills.
The total duration of the Feb. 8
snowfall lasted roughly 18 hours and
that wasn’t supposed to even be the
end of the flurries, according to the
forecasts. Weather reports indicated
more snow for Feb. 17-18 with the
temperatures remaining steadily low
at 20 degrees or colder.
To help letter carriers deliver mail,
the Postal Service is asking customers to clear snow and ice from sidewalks, stairs and mailboxes.
“Snow and ice make delivery dangerous and slow,” said Carlinville
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As of Feb. 9, 2021

Over the past two weeks, Macoupin County has been hit by a
massive cold front consisting of
temperatures ranging from single
digits to sub-zero on a daily basis.
The temperature was at zero degrees during the afternoon of Feb.
8. Enquirer~Democrat photo by
Jackson Wilson.

Postmaster Renee Sheedy. “Maintaining a clear path to the mailbox
– including steps, porches, walkways
and street approach – will help letter
carriers maintain consistent delivery
service.”
See WINTER on page 9A
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State Senator Doris Turner

Doris Turner
appointed
as new state
Senator
By JACKSON WILSON
Enquirer Democrat Reporter

InSIde

By: JACKSON WILSON
Enquirer Democrat Reporter

Magnuson Hotel & Conference Center closing

The Magnuson Grand Hotel & Conference Center business, located at Exit 60 near the intersection of Interstates 55 and 108, will be
permanently closing its doors to the public April 1. Reservations will no longer be accepted after March 15, which has been declared
the last day of operation. The facility is currently under contract to be purchased and is expected to become a substance abuse
treatment center in the future. More information will be shared with the public when it becomes available. Enquirer~Democrat photo
by Jackson Wilson.
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On Feb. 6, the 48th Legislative
District, which covers all or parts
of the Macoupin, Montgomery,
Sangamon, Christian, Macon and
Madison counties, selected Doris
Turner from a pool of eight candidates to fill the void for Illinois
State Senator - the title that was
held by Andy Manar prior to his
resignation Jan. 17.
For Turner, 67, this was a historic accomplishment as she became the first ever black person to
represent the Springfield area and
Sangamon County in the state legislature.
“I am thankful to receive the support and appointment of the county
chairs’ in the 48th District,” Turner
said. “This is an honor of a lifetime and not something that I will
take for granted.”
Turner was part of the Sangamon County’s Democratic party as a
county board member and chairwoman. She has represented Ward
3 on the Springfield City Council
since 2011.
“I am proud of the work that the
48th Legislative District Committee has done in selecting Doris for
the appointment,” committee chair
Pam Monetti said. “From the start,
we wanted to make sure that this
was an open and transparent process. We wanted to make sure that
the candidate we selected would
share our values and commitment
to our communities. We wanted to
find someone who would be a bold
fighter for the families in the 48th
District. We know we found that in
Doris.”
Macoupin County board member Roberta Voyas was one of the
finalists that Turner beat out during the selection process.
As she serves for at least the remainder of Manar’s term, ending
April 2022, Turner is prepared to
handle the adversity created by the
pandemic as well as the other crises that had come about in the past
year.
“We are facing a difficult road
ahead as our state rebuilds from
the devastation of COVID-19,”
Turner said. “The gravity of this
will weigh on me every day as I
work to get our kids back in school
and our businesses to reopen. From
Bunker Hill to Decatur and everywhere in-between, it’s time to roll
up our sleeves and get to work.”

laundering and tax
evasion charges

Central District of Illinois.
The indictment alleges that McCann “engaged in a scheme to convert more than $200,000 in contributions and donations made to his
campaign committees to pay himself and make personal purchases”
from May 2015 to June 2020. Furthermore, McCann concealed his
fraud from donors, the public, the
Illinois State Board of Elections
and law enforcement authorities,
according to a news release.
McCann, of Plainview, was a
state senator from 2011 until January 2019 following his unsuccessful third-party run for governor in
which he received about 4.2 percent of the vote, or 192,527 votes.
According to the U.S. Attorney’s office, McCann organized
several political committees which
received over $5 million in donations. However, in several instanc-

Apex Clean Energy plans to
build 80 new wind turbines
See page 11A
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Finding the right places for wind
turbines is no breeze. Puns aside, that
simple statement was the crux of the
message staffers from Apex Clean
Energy wanted to get across via an
online public forum Feb. 11.
Apex Clean Energy, a renewable energy company, is looking to
turn some fields in northern Macoupin County into energy producers
through its Lotus Wind project.
Its goal is to install wind turbines
capable of becoming the power
source for 77,500 homes. Along
the way, the project would generate
millions in tax revenue for schools,
buildings, roads, and more, according to Max Jabrixio, public engagement manager for Apex, who hosted
the forum.
The project would also create both
permanent and temporary employment, Jabrixio said.
Approximately 22 full-time jobs at
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A former Republican state Senator and Conservative Party candidate for governor has joined the
list of ex-state officials who have
been indicted.
Springfield-area lawmaker Sam
McCann, who frequently butted
heads with Republican ex-Gov.
Bruce Rauner and eventually challenged him as a third-party candidate in 2018, was indicted on
charges of fraud, money laundering and tax evasion related to his
alleged use of campaign funds for
personal expenses, according to
the U.S. Attorney’s Office of the

linked to murder of
Virden resident
after fleeing scene

By JACKSON WILSON
Enquirer Democrat Reporter

Sam McCann

es, McCann used some of that money to purchase personal vehicles,
pay personal debts, make mortgage payments and pay himself,

See MCCANN on page 5A

CUSD No.
1 working
a local operations
and
maintenance
with be
IDPH
in compliance
facility would
needed
with 272
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temporary jobs
needed during the
construction phase.
“The bulk of the jobs would be as
wind turbine technicians and administrators,: Jabrixio said. “These are
high-paying jobs that don’t require
high levels of education.”
As promising as it might all sound,
the project is still in the early stages.
Right now, the company is surveying and deciphering what specific
spots would be best for the turbines.
“Siting turbines is a very specific
process,” said Scott Jansen, senior
project developer. “We don’t know
where they will be until after due
diligence.”
In other words, although allowing
the company to plant a turbine in a
field would benefit someone both
financially as in annual royalty payments for the 30-year lifespan of the
project -- and agriculturally, it’s not
By JACKSON WILSON
Enquirer Democrat Reporter

Roy Kulenkamp speaks before
the Community Unit School District No. 1 Board of Education in
the Carlinville High School media
center Feb. 8. Kulenkamp gave
an update on athletics and said
that all planning and changes had
been put in place to ensure that
the district was complying with Illinois Department of Public Health
regulations. Enquirer~Democrat
photo by Jackson Wilson.

in maintaining a safe distance in the
bleachers as well.”
Kulenkamp said that seating proThe main topic at the Community tocols and contact tracing had to
Unit School District No. 1 Board of be done by administration for each
Education meeting Feb. 8 was stu- event. He also explained that games
dent activities and athletics, which have already had to be reschedhad been resumed the previous uled due to teams being quaranweek on the heels of loosened CO- tined. School superintendent Becky
VID-19 restrictions.
Schuchman mentioned to the board
Roy Kulenkamp explained all that the Carlinville High School
the planning and changes that had girls’ basketball team was planning
been put in place to ensure that the to recognize its seniors Friday, Feb.
district was and is continuing to 12 instead of waiting until the end
comply with all the required Illinois of the season for that reason.
Department of Public Health regu“I’m all for that,” said Schuchlations regarding athletic events.
man. “It’s good for those kids and
“So far, everything has been op- their parents for us to be able to do
erating smoothly,” said Kulenkamp. that for them because there’s no
“Everyone is cooperating in terms guarantees on what may happen in
of wearing and keeping their masks
on. Families have done a superb job See SCHOOL BOARD on page 5A

On Feb.
1, at approximately
11:54 p.m.,
Virden Police
Department
officers located a lifeless body
upon
entering
a
r e s i d e n c e Dalton Obermark
within the 700 block of Virden’s
North Dye Street in response to a
welfare check.
The victim, who was pronounced dead at the scene by
the Macoupin County Coroner’s Office at approximately
5:50 a.m. Feb. 2, was identified
as John Rennie - a 58-year-old
male and Virden resident.
According to a report released by the Illinois State
Police, there had been trauma
inflicted on Rennie’s body that
led officers to believe someone
had allegedly killed him. The
Virden PD requested the ISP
Division of Criminal Investigation Zone 6 to respond to the
scene to initiate a criminal investigation.
Dalton M. Obermark, 20, of
Carlinville, was linked to the
murder. In the wake of the incident, Obermark fled the Virden
area and arrived in the central
Kentucky / Tennessee area before he was captured, according to investigative reports.

See HOMICIDE on page 5A
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See WIND on page 9A

Final Brotze v. Carlinville Alluvial
lawsuit case argument takes place

On Oct. 25, 2020, Andy Manar (right) presented former Staunton mayor,
retired Macoupin County superintendent of schools, Macoupin County
Democrat member and United States Army veteran Russ Masinelli (left)
with the Vince Demuzio Leadership Award. Screenshot taken from the
Macoupin County Democrats Facebook page by Jackson Wilson.

we had a great time,” said Masinelli.
“It was the greatest experience you
could have when it comes to an election.”
Masinelli lost the Senator race
against Demuzio, but there was highquality respect shared between the
two long-time friends throughout.
“Looking back over my life, I
didn’t know anybody for all the time
that he served that could have done a
better job than he did,” Masinelli said
of Demuzio.
Prior to being elected mayor, Masinelli served in his first public of-

125 East Main, Carlinville IL. 62626
©2021 Macoupin County
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Source: Macoupin County
Public Health Department
Facebook page

Retired county school superintendent and former
Staunton mayor recognized by Andy Manar

Staunton resident Russ Masinelli
was recently presented with the
Vince Demuzio Leadership Award in
recognition for his work with the Macoupin County Democrats, as county
school superintendent, and mayor of
Staunton.
Andy Manar, who was still the Illinois State Senator at the time, invited
Masinelli over to his house to give
him the award.
“I’m very thankful for this,” said
Masinelli. “This is quite an honor.”
During the short interview with
Manar, Masinelli reflected back on
his legislative campaign and his mutual connection that he had with Demuzio from a young age.
“We grew up together,” Masinelli
said of Demuzio. “We were born
in the same year - just two months
apart. He went through the Gillespie
school district and I went through the
Staunton school district.”
Shifting gears to his legislative campaign, Masinelli told Manar that he had
4500 signs put out in one day while he
was running for state Senator.
“We had an old greyhound bus and

Macoupin County’s Dominant Newspaper

Macoupin County
COVID-19
statistics

Vaccine Doses
Administered:
6,694
# Fully Vaccinated:
1,509
Percentage of
County Population
Fully Vaccinated:
3.33%
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fice as an Alderman in Staunton’s
third precinct before making the
transition.
“I really enjoyed that,” said Masinelli.
As someone who is proud of the
Macoupin County Democrats as a
whole, Manar credited Masinelli as
one of the key individuals that helped
that party to grow into what it is today.
“That’s what this mainly is about,”
Manar said to Masinelli. “It’s for
See AWARD on page 9A

Final court decision
to be made at a
later date
By JACKSON WILSON
Enquirer Democrat Reporter

The final argument hearing of the
Brotze v. Carlinville Alluvial lawsuit
case took place in the appellate courts
Feb. 9.
John Gabala argued on behalf of the
city of Carlinville and Jacob Smallhorn
represented Camille Mayfield Cooper
Brotze and Wayne Brotze, with Honorary Judge John W. Turner presiding.
The lawsuit, brought forth before
the city of Carlinville by the Brotzes in
early 2018 was their way of disagreeing with how the city was using grant

money to enter into a contract agreement with the city of Dorchester and
Jersey County Rural Water to form the
Illinois Alluvial Regional Water Company.
Judge April Troemper believed that
Carlinville had not provided enough
evidence of the constitutionality and
case law precedent of a city joining
with a private water company. She
requested that attorneys present an
order outlining the facts used to settle
on a decision if they were in her position instead of making a final choice
herself.
Gabala said Feb. 9 that the city’s
goal was to give its residents the
healthiest and cleanest drinking water possible while keeping the overall
prices down.
See BROTZE on page 9A
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419 S. MADISON ST. - STAUNTON
[ $74,900 ] 2 BR, 1 BA,
DECK, FENCING

405 N. EDWARDSVILLE ST. - STAUNTON
[ $239,900 ] 3 BR, 2 BA
GAZEBO, EAT-IN KITCHEN

TBD SCHROEDER LN. - CARLINVILLE
[ $190,000 ] 60 ACRES
HUNTING RIGHTS, WOODED

418 E. ELM ST. - CARLINVILLE
[ $79,900 ] 3 BR, 3 BA
OVERSIZED GARAGE

2969 WOOD HILL LN. - BUNKER HILL
[ $350,000 ] 5 +/- ACRES, 2 BR, 4 BA
FENCING, WOOD BURNING FIREPLACE

TBD W. CITY LIMITS RD. - BRIGHTON
[ $1,170,000 ] 78 ACRES
POND, UTILITIES, BARN(S)

543 CARLINVILLE RD. - SHIPMAN
[ $95,000 ] 3 BR, 1 BA
EAT-IN KITCHEN, MUD ROOM

7253 WITTKAMP LN. - BUNKER HILL
[ $450,000 ] 20 ACRES, 3 BR, 3 BA
METAL BUILDING, OPEN FLOOR PLAN

129 KEATING ST. - SHIPMAN
[ $50,000 ] COMMERCIAL
GROCERY STORE, CITY ST.

120 STELLE CT. - VIRDEN
[ $110,500 ] 2 BR, 2 BA
CENTER ISLAND, ATTACHED GARAGE

TBD WOLF RIDGE TR. - BUNKER HILL
[ $40,000 ] RES. LOT
CLEARED, LAKE ACCESS, UTILITIES

133 W. MAIN ST. - CARLINVILLE
[ $85,000 ] COMMERCIAL
2 STORIES, CORNER LOCATION

213 W. PRAIRIE ST. - STAUNTON
[ $129,800 ] 3 BR, 2 BA
FENCING, DECK

TBD ROUTE 138 - BENLD
[ $109,500 ] 8 +/- ACRES
LEVEL LOT, UTILITIES

TBD ROUTE 159 - SHIPMAN
[ $150,000 ] COMMERCIAL
OFFICE SPACE, GARAGE SPACE

Tarrant & Harman Outdoor Properties specializes in selling
Residential & Agricultural land! We can list your land for sale in OFFICE LOCATIONS IN MADISON,
the traditional fashion or we can conduct a 30 day marketing plan MACOUPIN, JERSEY, GREENE
AND CALHOUN COUNTY!
for a land auction! Call today to see if your land qualifies.
.
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