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not be the first thing people think of when
pondering curb appeal, but a damaged roof can
contribute to problems that ultimately affect
the exterior and interior of the home. Multiple
curling shingles indicate it’s time to replace the
roof. The sight of curling shingles is not pretty,
but the larger issue in such instances is the
potential for costly water damage when water
gets in through the affected shingles.

« Dated entry door: Many home improvement
experts insist they can determine when a home
was built or most recently renovated simply by
looking at the front door. Steel and glass doors
are popular in modern homes, so homeowners
with front doors with ornate designs and oval
glass inserts can likely benefit from an upgrade
to their entryway. A modern front door can
make a statement and real estate experts note
how popular updated front doors are among
buyers.

« Unsightly landscaping: It’s not only the
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Did you know?

Vinyl siding is not something that many homeowners may
consider painting, but it can be done. However, some contrac-
tors may not recommend it as the best option fo overhaul a
home. Painting siding means it will only be as durable as the
paint used. It's also essential to determine if painting vinyl will
void any warranties. Wood or engineered wood or fiber cement
siding tend to be better options than vinyl should you want to
switch colors down the line. But vinyl siding can be painted if

it is done right, and it can be an affordable way to change the
look of a home without investing in new siding. According to
Benjamin Moore Paints, vinyl siding that will be painted will
need fo be cleaned thoroughly, including the removal of any
mildew, chalk or dirt, to enhance paint adhesion. Pitted or
porous vinyl siding always must be primed, but others may not
require priming. Choose an exterior paint designed for painting
on vinyl. Benjamin Moore has a palette called Colors for Vinyl
that can be used in select exterior paint lines. Two coats of paint
are recommended. According to BobVila.com, paint for vinyl has
acrylic and urethane resins that accommodate the expansion
and contraction of vinyl and help the paint stick. Also, for the
best results, the home improvement experts on the site advise
painting when temperatures are mild and there is low relative
humidity and an overcast sky.

physical components of the home that may
suggest an update is necessary. Homeowners
without a green thumb may have exterior
landscaping that has seen better days. If a
spring or summer day spent tending to your
landscaping is not your ideal weekend pastime,
then consider replacing unsightly landscaping
with low-maintenance plants or hardscaping.
These alternatives to more needy plants can
create curb appeal without requiring any extra
work for homeowners.

« Cracked driveways/walkways: If the driveway
looks like a busy road at the end of snow
plowing season, chances are that’s adversely
affecting the impression people have of your
home. In addition, cracked walkways indicate
a need for renovations, as these areas are front
and center when welcoming guests.

Updating a home’s exterior can restore curb
appeal and help homeowners feel better about
their properties.
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