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Palm Beach Atlantic University to Honor Local Philanthropists
WEST PALM BEACH  

– Palm Beach Atlantic 
University (PBA) is set 
to host its 2024 Women 
of Distinction (WOD) 
luncheon, honoring local 
philanthropists Denise 
Hanley and Sheila Rinker 
for their leadership, out-
standing commitment and 
service to the Palm Beach 
County community.

The annual celebration 
will take place on Tuesday, 
Feb. 20, 2024, at 11 a.m. at 
The Breakers Palm Beach.

“Women of Distinction 
celebrates the legacy of 
incredible women—and 

future leaders—who dedi-
cate their time, energy, 
and resources to others,” 
said Frances Fisher, event 
chair. “We are grateful to 
carry out this time-hon-
ored tradition.” 

For more than 30 years, 
the Women of Distinction 
luncheon has honored ex-
emplary women in leader-
ship who cherish commu-
nity and family and want 
to preserve these ideals 
for others. Proceeds from 
the luncheon raise scholar-
ship funds for female PBA 
students who demonstrate 
outstanding academics, 
service and leadership. 

“At PBA, we cherish 
the opportunity to cel-
ebrate incredible women 
who have impacted Palm 
Beach County and be-
yond,” said President Dr. 
Debra A. Schwinn. “De-
nise and Sheila have ex-
emplified service and in-
tegrity throughout their 
careers and civic respon-
sibilities. Both mirror the 
values that PBA holds 
dear. By focusing on serv-
ing others, giving back, 
and shining a light, we can 
create a brighter, stronger 
future for all.”

Women of Distinction 
is one of several initiatives 

from PBA that supports 
the community and works 
to create a brighter fu-
ture—especially as Palm 
Beach County continues 
to grow. The university’s 
most recent notable pur-
suit has been the launch 
of its God-Sized Dreams 
campaign, a major expan-
sion plan that will enable 
PBA to better respond to 
marketplace changes, ex-
pand program offerings, 
and build innovative spac-
es for students, industry 
leaders, and the public.

The university’s prior-
ity is to build the state-of-
the-art Marshall and Vera 

Lea Rinker Business Hall. 
This 120,000-square-foot 
facility will meet the grow-
ing demand for students 
pursuing business or fi-
nance, with a curriculum 
rooted in Judeo-Christian 
values and the American 
Free Enterprise system. 
The six-story building will 
also house the LeMieux 
Center for Public Policy, 
which continues to bring 
a grounded perspective to 
important issues for stu-
dents and the local com-
munity.

The God-Sized Dreams 
campaign coincides with 
historic growth at PBA, 

which just welcomed a 
record-breaking incoming 
class at a time when many 
institutions face declining 
enrollment. PBA’s loca-
tion in downtown West 
Palm Beach enables stu-
dents to intern and work 
with esteemed businesses 
in tech, energy, finance, 
and health care, as demand 
grows for well-rounded 
young professionals who 
exemplify integrity, faith, 
and a commitment to ser-
vice. Around 91 percent 
of PBA graduates enroll 
in graduate school or hold 
a full-time job within six 
months of graduation.

No waste collection in unincorporated 
Palm Beach County on Thanksgiving Day

Garbage, recyclables, 
yard waste and bulk waste 
will NOT be collected on 
Thanksgiving Day, Thurs-
day, Nov. 24, for residents 
living in unincorporated 
Palm Beach County. Solid 
Waste Authority of Palm 
Beach County (SWA) 
transfer stations, Home 
Chemical & Recycling 
Centers, landfill and ad-
ministrative offices will be 
closed. In addition, Cus-
tomer Service team mem-
bers will not be on duty.

There will be no make-
up collection day for gar-
bage, recycling, yard waste 
or bulk waste. Waste col-
lection for unincorporated 
residents impacted by the 
holiday will resume on 
their next regularly sched-
uled service day:

Garbage collection: 
Monday, Nov. 27

Recycling, yard waste 
and bulk waste collection: 
Thursday, Nov. 30

With the increase 
of garbage around the 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays, there are 
special holiday provisions 
in the collections contract 
for residents living in un-
incorporated Palm Beach 
County, as follows:

Garbage
Per the collections 

contract, on the Friday, 
Saturday and Monday fol-
lowing Thanksgiving, and 
from Dec. 26 through Jan. 
1, excess garbage can be 
placed outside of the stan-

dardized SWA garbage 
cart at the curb for pick up

Excess garbage placed 
outside of the standard-
ized SWA garbage cart 
must be properly secured 
in plastic bags weighing 
less than 50 pounds when 
filled

All waste should be 
placed curbside by 6 a.m.

Recycling
Oversized or excess 

carboard may always be 
placed beside the yellow 
recycling bin for collection

All non-cardboard 
packing material must be 
removed

Yard waste
Remains limited to six 

cubic yards on the next 
yard waste collection day

Bulk waste
Remains limited to 

three items at the curb on 
the next bulk waste collec-
tion day

SWA administrative 
offices will also be closed 
the Friday (Nov. 24) af-
ter Thanksgiving. How-
ever, the transfer sta-
tions, Home Chemical & 
Recycling Centers, and 
landfill will be open and 
waste collection will occur 
as scheduled. There will 
also be a limited number 
of Customer Service team 
members available to as-
sist residents with their 
questions or concerns. 
The SWA Customer Ser-
vice team can be reached 
at 561-697-2700, 866-792-
4636 (toll free) or contact-

cis@swa.org.
Residents in unin-

corporated Palm Beach 
County can see their up-
dated collection schedule, 
set reminders and sign up 
for collection information 
through the “My Pick-Up 
Days” tool on the SWA 
website.

Residents who live 
in one of Palm Beach 
County’s 39 municipali-
ties should contact their 
municipality directly for 
holiday collection sched-
ule information. A list of 
municipal contacts can be 
found online.

There are only two ob-
served holidays during 
which residents in unin-
corporated Palm Beach 
County will not receive 
garbage service:

Thanksgiving Day: 
Thursday, Nov. 23, 2023

Christmas Day: Mon-
day, Dec. 25, 2023

 

There will be normally 
scheduled collection ser-
vices for unincorporated 
residents on the following 
days:

Christmas Eve: Sun-
day, Dec. 24, 2023

New Year's Eve: Sun-
day, Dec. 31, 2023

New Year’s Day: Mon-
day, Jan. 1, 2024

Visit the SWA’s web-
site for more information 
on holiday collection, as 
well as SWA facilities and 
hours.

About the Solid Waste 
Authority of Palm Beach 
County

The Solid Waste Au-
thority of Palm Beach 
County (SWA or Author-
ity) is a Dependent Special 
District that was created 
by the Florida Legislature 
in 1975. Since then, the 
SWA has developed an 
award-winning integrated 
solid waste management 
system to handle the 
county’s waste and recy-
clables. We call ourselves 
AWAY: whether you throw 
it, recycle it or flush it 
AWAY, we put your waste 
to work. Each year, we:

Process 100,000 tons of 
recyclables

Combust approximate-
ly 1.8 million tons of trash 
to generate electricity at 
renewable energy facili-
ties

Produce enough elec-
tricity to power approxi-
mately 90,000 homes

Recycle more than 
130,000 tons of waste-
water treatment residu-
als (sludge from flushes) 
into an environmentally-
friendly fertilizer amend-
ment

Safely recycle or dis-
pose of almost 4.9 million 
pounds of home hazards

Collect rainwater from 
the roofs of Renewable 
Energy Facility 2 and 
store it in a 2-million gal-
lon cistern, which is used 
as part of the energy mak-
ing process

SWA Targets Small Businesses with Dec. 1 Business Opportunity Forecast Conference
The Solid Waste Au-

thority of Palm Beach 
County’s (SWA) Equal 
Business Opportunity Of-
fice (EBO) is hosting a 
conference to offer tips to 
small businesses on how 
to win or be a part of SWA 
contracts. Both prime and 
subcontractor small busi-
nesses are encouraged to 
attend the Projects 2024 

Business Opportunity 
Forecast Conference on 
Friday, Dec. 1.

The Conference be-
gins at 8 a.m. at the Em-
bassy Suites Hotel, 1601 
Belvedere Road in West 
Palm Beach, with a deli-
cious buffet breakfast and 
meet-and-greet network-
ing session. Participants 
will then engage in the 

main session where they 
will learn about:

Projects and major pur-
chasing opportunities in 
2024;

Benefits of being a reg-
istered SWA vendor;

Benefits of being a 
Certified Small/Minority/
Women Business Enter-
prise;

Developing a business 

plan; and
Winning procurement 

contracts.
The Conference will 

wrap up at noon.
Interested business 

representatives should 
register for the Projects 
2024 Business Opportuni-
ty Forecast Conference at 
swa.gob2g.com under the 
“Events” tab. Call 561-

640-4000, ext. 4532, with 
questions.

If a business represen-
tative can’t attend this 
conference, they can still 
register to be an SWA 
vendor and get push noti-
fications for opportunities 
to bid on specific contracts 
and services. To be put 
on the bidder's list as an 
SMWBE for future busi-
ness opportunities, visit 
B2Gnow.

About the Solid Waste 
Authority of Palm Beach 
County’s Equal Business 
Opportunity Program

The mission of the 
EBO is to promote eq-
uitable bid opportuni-
ties for Small/Minority/
Women Business Enter-
prises (S/M/WBEs) and to 
eliminate barriers to their 
participation in contracts 
with the SWA. The key 
objectives of the program 
are to:

Encourage S/M/WBEs 
to participate in the SWA’s 
purchasing process;

Promote the business 
development of S/M/
WBEs through education 
and outreach to Prime 
Contractors, Subcontrac-
tors, Suppliers, certi-
fied S/M/WBEs and SWA 
staff;

Encourage firms to get 
Certified as a S/M/WBE 
and take advantage of Af-
firmative Procurement 
Initiatives (narrowly tai-
lored S/M/WBE goals) in 
Solicitations that may in-
crease their access to con-
tract opportunities; and

Ensure that Prime 
Contractors fulfill their 
S/M/WBE subcontract 
commitments by contract 
monitoring and tracking.

Note: The SWA does 
not administer a “Cer-
tification Program” but 

accepts firms certified by 
State of Florida entities 
that have adopted certifi-
cation standards and pro-
cedures similar to those 
of the EBO Program such 
as the County, School Dis-
trict, and Water Manage-
ment District.
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