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     — Continued from Page One

After brief discus-
sion, the court voted to 
let the county remain 
on central time.

But the court moved 
forward with a second 
reading and passage to 
increase the county’s 
occupational tax from 
three-quarters of a 
percent to one percent.

Citizen James Gray 
was the only person 
to speak against the 
increase at this week’s 
meeting.

He said the county’s 
solution to raise the 
occupational tax was 
“unfair…to the work-
ing people.”

Gray suggested 
alternatives such as 
possibly increasing 

property taxes, and 
also questioned 
enforcement of tax 
collection in some 
situations.

In amending the 
existing occupational 
tax ordinance, Russell 
County Attorney 
Kevin Shearer said 
the fiscal court had 
requested changes in 
three areas: increase 
the tax rate from 
.75 to 1.0, raise the 
“alternative tax” from 
$2,500 to $4,000, and 
“eliminate” the “sunset 
clause.”

Third District 
Magistrate Mickey 
Garner made a motion 
to amend the ordi-
nance, which was sec-
onded by Richardson, 

and unanimously ap-
proved by the court. 

the county’s coffers 
in order to continue 
providing services, 
and address various 
issues.

With inflation and 
rising costs, Judge 
Marcum said the 
county was “behind 
the eight ball,” and 
revenue from the 
amended tax should 
improve the county’s 
coffers in order to 
continue providing 
services, and address 
various issues.

The judge said sever-
al counties across the 
state “are having the 
same discussion.”

RESIGNATION,
     — Continued from Page One
grow under the leader-
ship of our capable, 
elected officials and 
dedicated employees,” 
Holt’s letter-read to the 
council by Ramsey-
said. “Please know that 
I will always be an ad-
vocate for our commu-
nity, and will continue 
to support its growth 
and development in any 
way I can. Thank you, 
again, for the privilege 
of serving on the city 
council. I wish you all 
the best in your future 
endeavors.”

“So, we’re one less 
council member,” 
Mayor Thomas told the 
council. “We have 30 
days to replace him, or 
the governor will ap-
point somebody.”

Councilwoman 
Sherry Bottom-Daniel 
made a motion to ap-
point former council 
member Lisa Mann as 
Holt’s replacement. 

“Lisa’s been a faithful 
helper with any kind of 
event that we’ve ever 
hosted for the city,” 
Daniel said, “and she’s 
also served several 
years on the cemetery 
board. She has also 
served on the city coun-
cil before, so she would 
come to us with some 
knowledge based on 
that.”

The motion was 
unanimously approved 
by the entire council.

Mayor Thomas said 
Mann “will have to run 
in November.”

“It will be a special 
election for that seat,” 
he said. 

With his father, the 

late M.R. Holt, also 
serving on the city 
council, Tom Holt 
continues a fam-
ily tradition of public 
service and community 
involvement.

At presstime Monday, 
Tom Holt said he will 
still serve the city in 
which he lives in and 
loves.

“I am taking a posi-
tion inside city hall 
with planning, zoning 
and code enforcement-
just to name a few 
things that I will be 
doing,” he said.

Mayor Thomas told 
the council a long-
time city employee is 
retiring.

In his nearly 30-year 
career with the City of 
Russell Springs, Terry 
Russell was a friend to 
many, and the “go-to” 
to take care of business, 
solve problems, and 
make things happen.

Russell received spe-
cial recognition as he 
ends his tenure in a top 
position.

The long-time Public 
Works Director will 
retire at the end of this 
month.

“It’s a good day for 
him, but a sad day 
for the City of Russell 
Springs,” Thomas said. 
“He’s been a faithful 
employee…but most of 
all, Terry is one we can 
call in when we need 
something, and he’s 
always here for us.”

With friends, fam-
ily, and co-workers in 
attendance, Russell 
received a recognition 

award, and was pre-
sented with a proc-
lamation declaring 
March 31, 2023 as 
“Terry Russell Day” in 
Russell Springs.

“In November of 
1994, when I started 
this little journey, you 
just don’t realize how 
time goes by as quick as 
it does,” Russell told a 
packed meeting room. 
“I think I went through 
five mayors, several 
commissioners, several 
councilmen and coun-
cilwomen, and they’ve 
stuck with me on deci-
sions we’ve made over 
the years.”

“I’ve brought ideas to 
them,” he said, “we’ve 
got several grants 
throughout the years…
and they’ve always 
been behind me…and I 
appreciate that.”

“It’s been an honor 
to be able to serve,” 
Russell said. 

A reception for 
Russell will be held 
later this month.

In other business, 
Mayor Thomas told 
the council the Russell 
Springs City Park 
suffered an estimated 
$100,000 in damages 
during a recent wind 
event.

The city’s covered 
stage pavilion was basi-
cally destroyed-along 
with trees blown down, 
and other damage.

Thomas said several 
entities are also collab-
orating on a communi-
ty Easter Egg hunt, and 
more information will 
be forthcoming.


