
meetings last week, 
Rogers was recognized 
and praised.

“This is an absolute 
honor,” Russell County 
School Superintendent 
Michael A. Ford said 
last week.

Ford said Rogers, a 
nearly 24-year law en-
forcement veteran, was 
nominated “and is now 
the recipient” of the 
prestigious honor.

“I cannot think of 

anybody else more 
deserving,” the super-
intendent said. “It is 
amazing the number of 
people that comment 
on Mr. Rogers. You will 
see him actively walk-
ing around that school 
and checking doors. 
You’ll see him ac-
tively going down that 
hallway and checking 
doors.”

“But it’s bigger than 
that,” Ford said. “You 
will see Mr. Rogers 
kneeling next to a child 
as he talks to them. 
You’ll see him sitting 
next to a child on a 
bench. An SRO is a lot 
more than just a police 
officer, and Mr. Rogers 
represents that so well.”

“He’s a counselor, he’s 

a friend, he’s a father, 
he’s all those figures 
rolled into one,” the 
superintendent said. 

On behalf of the 
school board, Ford 
presented Rogers with 
a plague of recognition.

Russell County 
Director of School 
Safety Jackie Grider 
said Rogers is an excel-
lent example of an SRO.

“Being a seasoned of-
ficer…and coming into 

that position as SRO…
he came into a brand 
new world,” Grider said. 
“He transitioned very 
well and very quickly. 
He fell right in.”

With 120 counties, 
and approximately 170 
school districts in the 
state, competition for 
the coveted award was 
intense.

“He met that…he’s 
just that example,” 
Grider said. 

Rogers’ nomination 
was also boosted by the 
local support from JES, 
the school board, and 
community.

Grider recalled an 
event exemplifying 
Rogers’ excellence as a 

SRO.

He said Jamestown 
Elementary School 
(JES) conducted a lock-
down practice.

“A lot of time, when 
we’re done with that…
we will do a debriefing,” 
Grider said. “A con-
versation is going on…
Mr. Rogers is gone…he 
broke loose from us.”

“There was a teacher 
coming down the hall 
with a student who was 

out of sorts a little bit,” 
Grider said. 

The debriefing group 
saw Rogers with the 
student in the nearby 
cafeteria.

“He’s in there on his 
knees…he’s got him 
(the student) settled in 
there,” Grider said. 

“I took a picture of 

that,” Grider said. 

(The photo is includ-
ed with this article.)

Not just any photo-
but a powerful, moment 
capturing the essence 
of the officer.

Humble and soft-
spoken Rogers told the 
school board on his 
first day as an SRO, he 

was approached by a 
student.”

“He looked up at me 
and said, ‘My daddy 
doesn’t like the police,’ 
” he said. “I looked at 
him and said, ‘That’s 
OK, some people don’t 
like the police.’ ” 

Rogers told the stu-
dent, “ ‘Tell you what, 
I’m going to be here, 
and you get to know 
me, and you decide 
if you like me or not. 
‘Whether you do or 
not, I’ll still be you’re 
friend.’ ”

“The little guy talks 
to me every day,” 
Rogers said.

The SRO acknowl-
edged JES Principal 
Diane Blankenship “put 
me in a good position to 
succeed.”

He credits a collab-
orative and cooperative 
among all keeps things 
running smoothly, 
and feels there are no 
strangers.

“It’s hard to have 
positive relationships if 
you don’t know some-
body’s name,” Rogers 
said. “I can’t say I know 
everyone, but at one 
point or another…out 
of 490 kids, I probably 
know 470.”

He feels it is impor-
tant to know and speak 
with as many students, 
parents, guardians, 
teachers, and staff as 
possible.

Thursday, at the reg-
ular, monthly meeting 
of the Jamestown City 
Council, Mayor Regena 
Hinton informed the 
council Rogers “won a 
pretty big award.”

Blankenship and 
JES Educator Donnie 
Wilkerson attended 
the council meeting to 
praise Rogers.

“It’s my thought all 
SROs should be just 
like he is,” Blankenship 
said. “The thing I am 
so pleased with and so 
proud of is he has made 
being a police officer 
a good thing again for 
our children.”

Blankenship said 
some children have 
been taught to be 
“afraid” of the police, or 
they are not the “good 
guys.”

“And that’s a sad 
thing,” she said. “If 
there are heroes in 
there world, they (po-
lice officers) are it.”

“I think good work 
should be recognized,” 
the principal said, and 
is glad Rogers was 

chosen as SRO of the 
Year.

Wilkerson echoed 
Blankenship’s thoughts, 
and explained the 
SRO’s importance to 
the school.

“I see it every day-
kids relate to Jamie, 
they love him dearly,” 
he told the council. “He 
doesn’t care to do any-
thing that needs to be 
done. He’s the epitome 
of how law enforcement 
should work.”

Jamestown Police 
Chief Jeff Kerns at-
tended both meetings 
last week in support 
of Rogers, and Russell 
County Judge Executive 
Randy Marcum was 
on hand at the council 
meeting-where Rogers 
received an additional 
award of recognition 
from the city.

Superintendent Ford 
said the award brings 
prominence to the 
county, and is proof of 
the importance of coop-
erative efforts.

“This embodies what 
different entities work-
ing together can do for 
kids,” he said.

Rogers will be recog-
nized next month at a 
state conference.
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Jamestown Elementary School SRO Jamie Rogers, right, listened as Instructional 
Assistant Amy McQueary, left, spoke with students at the school. (Photo submitted.)

SCHOOL BOARD HONORS ROGERS
SRO Rookie of the Year Jamie Rogers was honored by the Russell County School Board 
last week. In attendance was, from left, Russell County Director of School Safety Jackie 
Grider, Jamestown Police Chief Jeff Kerns, Jamie Rogers, Jamestown Mayor Regena 
Hinton, Jamestown Elementary School Principal Diane Blankenship, and Russell 
County School Superintendent Michael A. Ford.

CITY COMMENDS SRO
Jamie Rogers, SRO Rookie of the Year Recipient, received special recognition last 
week from the Jamestown City Council. Shown are, from left JES Instructor Donnie 
Wilkerson, Russell County Judge Executive Randy Marcum, Jamestown Police Chief 
Jeff Kerns, Officer Rogers, Jamestown Mayor Regena Hinton, and JES Principal Diane 
Blankenship.


