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Coach Bobby 
Simpson – 

A basketball 
icon

Clevis Jeffries

Staff Writer

Green County native 
Bobby Joe Simpson has 
a love for the game of 
basketball.

The legendary play-
er and coach said, “I 
love basketball and I 
love being around kids.”

Since his playing 
days at Greensburg 
High School in the 
1950’s to his present-
day coaching basket-
ball at Oldham County 
High School, he will 
long be remembered 
for his dedication to the 
game he loves.

In 1956, he was 
named Kentucky High 
School Basketball All-
State Honorable Men-
tion by the Louisville 
Courier-Journal.

Simpson was also 
chosen All-SKAC, All-
District, and All-Region 
during his high school 
career along with scor-
ing 1830 points as a 
Dragon.

A f t e r  g r a d u a t -
ing from high school 
in 1957, he attended 
Campbellsvil le Ju-
nior College where he 
played for the Tigers 
two seasons from 1957-
1959.

Responding as to 
why he got into coach-
ing basketball, Simp-
son said, “By playing in 
high school, I just loved 
the game.”

S i m p s o n  c r e d -
its Greensburg High 
School Eugene Tate for 
having the biggest in-
fluence on his basket-
ball exploits.

He said, “He helped 
me more than any-
thing. He gave me in-
structions on playing 
the game.”

Coach Simpson’s 
coaching career spans 
some 50+ years.

His tenure as a coach 
began in 1962 at Liberty 
Elementary in Oldham 
County. After two sea-
sons, Simpson became 
the coach at LaGrange 
Elementary from 1964-
1966.

Coach Simpson noted 
that a friend informed 
him about a coaching 
position that became 
available at Oldham 
County. 

His acceptance of 
coaching basketball at 
Oldham County High 
also provided him a job 
as physical education 
instructor.

In 1966-1968, he 
served as the junior var-
sity basketball coach at 
Oldham County High 
School.

Becoming head coach 
at Oldham County High 
from 1968-1974, his 
teams won three dis-
trict titles (1969, 1970, 
and 1973) and had an 
overall record of 103-62.

See Coach, page 7A
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Green County Fis-
cal Court, in a spe-
cial called meeting 
Wednesday, March 
8, approved County 
Judge-Executive John 
Frank to negotiate 
the purchase price of 
a 2011 Chevrolet Sil-
verado 4x4 not to ex-

ceed $11,500 to be used 
by the County Road 
Department.

“We are in need of 
a different truck to be 
used to move the re-
cycling trailers.  The 
truck we are using now 
has approximately 
250,000 miles on it and 
needs to be replaced,” 
said Judge-Executive 
Frank. 

In other business, 
magistrates approved:

(1)   The Preven-
tative Maintenance 
Contract with TP Me-
chanical, of Lexington, 
regarding the Judicial 
Center for the term 
of one year, beginning 
Feb. 28, 2023 to Mar. 1, 
2024 at an annual cost 
of $5,167;

(2)   The Jail Fund 

budget for fiscal year 
2023-2024 with total 
receipts and appro-
priations amounting 
to $324,700;

(3)   The hiring of 
Pete Bell as part-time 
inmate supervisor.

The Court also ac-
knowledged the Green 
County Sheriff ’s audit 
for the year ending De-
cember 31, 2021.

Fiscal Court approves truck purchase

Bobby Joe Simpson was an outstanding basket-
ball player for Greensburg High School in the 
1950’s, scoring 1830 points.

Dale Curry

Staff Writer

Legendary  h igh 
school baseball coach, 
Larry “PeeWee” Gumm 
passed away Friday in 
Louisville, following an 
illness.

Gumm was a fixture 
in high school baseball 
for many years.  At one 
point, he became the 
winningest Kentucky 
high school baseball 
coach when he won # 
963 in 2003.

He retired from 
coaching at Green 
County High School 
following the 2007 sea-
son.

Please seepage 5A 
for Coach Gumm’s 
obituary and see next 
week’s issue for more 
information about his 
life and career.

Legendary High School Baseball 
Coach Gumm passes away
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Coach Larry Gumm   coached the Green County High School Baseball 
team for 44 seasons. He had an overall record of 1,006-493, becoming the 
first Kentucky high school baseball coach to reach 1,000 wins.

Two of Green Coun-
ty’s finest were recog-
nized at last week’s 5th 
Region Tournament 
held at Hart County 
High School.

Way n e  E d wa r d s 
was inducted into the 
5th Regional Athletic 
Directors Hall of Fame 
last week. 

Edwards graduated 
from Greensburg High 
School in May 1966. 
He played basketball 
all four years, mak-
ing All District and 
All Regional teams 
throughout his high 
school career, along 
with making All SKAC 
Team. He averaged 
21.5 points per game 
his senior year.

He played for Lind-
sey Wilson College 
from 1966-1967. 

He continued play-
ing after being draft-
ed into the U.S. Army. 
He played on the base 
team in the fall of 1970 
competing at bases 
throughout South Ko-
rea. His base team 
won the four-base area 
tournament. The team 
then went to Seoul, 
Korea to participate 
and were runner-up 
in the division there. 
He also served as a 
referee for Intramu-
ral basketball games 
on base. 

Edwards, who pres-
ently referees, began 
refereeing in 1972. 
He joined the 5th Re-

gion Officials 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
in 1972 and 
has served in 
multiple posi-
tions, includ-
ing president, 
vice, and trea-
surer. He has 
re fereed  35 
boy/girl Dis-
trict Tourna-
ments, 28 boy/
girl  Region-
a l  t o u r n a -
ments, 4 boy/
girl Class "A" 
State tourna-
ments, 1 f i -
nal Class "A" 
State tourna-
ment  and 3 
KHSAA Girls 
State Tourna-
ment. 

Edwards is 
active in the 
c o m m u n i t y. 
He previous-
ly served on the 
G r e e n s b u r g 
C i t y  C o u n -
c i l  f o r  1 2 
years, spent 15 
years with the 
Greensburg/
Green County 
Fire Depart-
m e n t ,  a n d 
was the trea-
surer of the 
Industrial Foundation 
for 10 years. Wayne is 
also a member of the 
Greensburg United 
Methodist Church and 
volunteers for many 
church events. 

Andrea Smith was 

inducted into the 5th 
Region Athletic Direc-
tors Hall of Fame last 
week. 

Smith graduated 
from Greensburg High 
School in May 1991. 
Her athletic accom-
plishments include 

1,496 points, 810 re-
bounds, and 158 blocks. 
Andrea led the Lady 
Dragons to four Dis-
trict titles, two Class 
A Region Titles, two 
Regional Runners-up. 

See Hall, page 16A

Edwards, Smith inducted into 
5th Region Hall of Fame

Entries due in 
R-H office by 

5 p.m. CT Friday! 
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