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The Center for Ru-
ral Development has 
selected three Green 
County students to par-
ticipate in its summer 
leadership programs. 

Rogers 
Scholars

Erin Whitman, a 
current sophomore at 
Green County High 
School, will join high 
school students from 
across Southern and 
Eastern Kentucky this 
summer for the 26th 
annual Rogers Schol-
ars youth leadership 
program. Whitman is 
the daughter of Jason 
and Melissa Whit-
man of Summersville.   

Rogers Scholars, 
The Center’s flagship 
youth program, was 
established through 
the vision of U.S. Con-
gressman Harold “Hal” 
Rogers (KY-05) that “no 
young person should 

have to leave home to 
find his or her future.”

The intensive one-
week summer program 
provides valuable lead-
ership skills and exclu-
sive college scholarship 
opportunities for high 
school students in 45 
Kentucky counties to 
build their skills as the 
region’s next genera-
tion of business and en-
trepreneurial leaders. 

“The Center’s Youth 
Programs are unique 
opportunities for our 
young leaders to make 
an impact and explore 
what’s next for them in 
education and through 
service to their com-
munities,” said Lonnie 
Lawson, President and 
CEO of The Center for 
Rural Development. 
“The programs give 
them the tools they 
need in order to thrive 
in their personal goals 
and how to make an 

impact in Southern and 
Eastern Kentucky.” 

Each graduate of 
the Rogers Scholars 
Program earns poten-
tial access to exclusive 
scholarship opportuni-
ties from some of the 
state’s top-ranked col-
leges and universities. 
To be eligible, students 
must complete a com-
munity service project 
in their hometown. 

The 2023 Rogers 
Scholars Program will 
take place on June 4-9 
on the campus of More-
head State University 
and June 25-30 on the 
campus of Lindsey Wil-
son College. There is no 
tuition charge to attend 
the program and lodging 
and food is provided at 
no cost to participants.

Rogers 
Explorers

Two 8th graders at 
Green County Middle 

School, Miley Constant 
and Grace McCullough, 
were selected for the 
18th annual Rogers Ex-
plorers Program. Con-
stant is the daughter of 
Justin and Brenda Con-
stant of Greensburg. 
McCullough is  the 
daughter of Chelsea 
and Jeffery Coffey and 
Nathan and Dawn Mc-
Cullough of Columbia.

Rogers Explorers is 
open to eighth-grade 
students in Southern 
and Eastern  Ken-
tucky who have  a 
strong interest in de-
veloping their skills 
in leadership, team 
building, community 
service, and STEM 
(Sc ience, Techno l -
ogy, Engineering, and 
Math) fields of study.  

E x p l o r e r s  i s  a 
three-day and two-
night program on a 
leading Kentucky col-
lege campus where 

experts  wil l  guide 
them through hands-
on assignments. The 
program is provided 
at no cost to eligible 
students within The 
Center ’s  45-county 
primary service area.

Rogers Explorers 
is presented by The 
Center for Rural De-
velopment in partner-
ship with Lindsey Wil-
son College, Eastern 
Kentucky University, 
Morehead State Uni-
versity, University 
of the Cumberlands, 
and Union College.

For more informa-
tion about The Cen-
ter’s youth programs, 
contact Amber Decker, 
community liaison and 
youth programs coor-
dinator at The Cen-
ter, at  HYPERLINK 
" m a i l t o : a d e c k e r @
centertech.com" ad-
ecker@centertech.com 
or call 606-677-6000.

Established in 1996 
through the vision 
of U.S. Congressman 
Harold "Hal" Rogers, 
(KY-05), and other 
leaders, The Center for 
Rural Development is 
a nonprofit organiza-
tion fueled by a mission 
to provide leadership 
that stimulates inno-
vative and sustainable 
economic development 
solutions and a better 
way of life in Southern 
and Eastern Kentucky. 
In its 45-county pri-
mary service region, 
The Center provides 
innovative programs 
in leadership, public 
safety, technology, and 
arts and culture. The 
Center is committed 
to constantly expand-
ing its capabilities 
in order to deliver a 
range of key servic-
es throughout Ken-
tucky and the nation.

Three Green County students selected for The 
Center for Rural Development’s youth programs

UK commit Cutter Boley special quarterback 
with unique skills on and off the field

Lexington Christian 
Academy junior Cutter 
Boley is a gifted quar-
terback, one of the best 
in the nation accord-
ing to every recruiting 
service and the bevy of 
major college coaches 
that recruited him.

The 6-5, 205-pound 
Boley verbally com-
mitted to Kentucky 
last week over Ten-
nessee ,  Mich igan , 
Penn State and Flor-
ida State — the other 
schools in his final five.

However, what says 
a lot about Boley is who 
attended his commit-
ment ceremony. Cur-
rent Lincoln County 
coach Josh Jaggers, a 
former UK offensive 
lineman, coached Bol-
ey during the 2020 and 
2021 seasons at LaRue 
County. He was at LCA 
for the announcement.

“No way was I going 
to miss this,” Jaggers 
said. “He’s a special 
player and young man.”

Taylor County ju-
nior offensive lineman 
Hayes Johnson, the 
first UK commitment 
in the 2024 recruiting 
class, also  made the 
drive to Lexington. He 
arrived just a few min-
utes before Boley made 
his decision public but 
stayed to visit with him 
after the ceremony.

“He’s going to be spe-
cial for our recruiting 
class. Everybody likes 
him,” Johnson said.

Boley’s sister, Erin, 
a three-time Kentucky 
Gatorade Player of the 
Year and 2016 Gato-
rade National Player of 
the Year, made the drive 
from Atlanta where 
she now lives to be 
there with her brother.

“It’s important for 
me to be here,” Erin, 
who played basketball 
at Notre Dame and 
Oregon, said. “No way 
was I going to miss 
this. I don’t get to see 
all his games (in per-
son) but I was not go-
ing to miss his big day.”

LCA coach Doug 
Charles says Boley tru-
ly checks all the boxes 
for a special player 
on and off the field.

“This will give you 
an idea of the character 

of this kid. We had UAB 
(coaches) come in this 
morning to watch one 
of our kids and want-
ed to see him catch 
(passes),” Charles said. 
“Now this is a pretty 
big day for Cutter and 
he was out there at 7 
o’clock this morning 
throwing balls for a kid 
trying to get a scholar-
ship and then took his 
linemen out to break-
fast this morning be-
fore this commitment.

“He is the real deal 
as a player and person. 
Not just on the field 
but off. We just tell 
him not to change and 
he will be awesome.”

He would be the high-
est rated quarterback 
to sign with Kentucky 
since Tim Couch in 
1996. Couch went on to 
be the No. 1 overall pick 
in the 1999 NFL draft.

Boley had contem-
plated using his CO-
VID year to be a 2025 
recruit to make sure he 
was prepared to be a 
big-time college quar-
terback. He decided 
to back into the 2024 
class based on feed-
back he got from college 
coaches this spring.

“Some of the coach-
es at Penn State acted 
like they’d even take 
me as a 2023. A year 
ago today, I  didn’t 
know where my body 
would be physically 
and if I could play in 
college. But I feel I’m 
prepared to play at the 
collegiate level now,” 
Boley said. “I just feel 
like I’m ready to go. I 
just want to get there 
as soon as I can (he 
plans to enroll at UK in 
January), start learn-
ing the offense, start 
learning the playbook.”

Offensive coordina-
tor Liam Coen obvi-
ously believes so. He 
s tarted  recrui t ing 

Boley in 2021 when 
he was named UK’s 
offensive coordinator, 
stayed in touch even 
when he rejoined the 
Los Angeles Rams for 
the 2022 season and 
made Boley a prior-
ity when he returned 
to UK in January.

“It was Coen com-
ing back, building that 
relationship with him. 
They’ve got something 
special going on over 
there with the offense. 
I just wanted to be a 
part of it,” Boley said 
about why he picked 
Kentucky. “I feel like 
I grew up a Kentucky 
fan. I’ve always bled 
blue since I was young. 
It’s definitely just go-
ing to be nice to repre-
sent everyone out here 
that’s supported me.”

If Coen had not re-
turned to lead the 
UK of fense, Boley 
probably would be 
playing in the South-
eastern Conference 
but not at Kentucky.

“ Te n n e s s e e  wa s 
ahead for a while,” 
Boley admitted. “Mich-
igan, all  those top 
five schools, Florida 
State, they all really 
made a push for me 
and they all recruit-
ed me really hard.”

Boley started work-
ing months ago to po-
sition himself to be an 
early graduate so he 
could enroll at UK in 
January. His father, 
Scott, said it was not al-
ways easy to graduate 
early at private schools.

“He got some online 
stuff to do this sum-
mer but he’s almost a 
4.0 (grade-point aver-
age) student. His idea 
was to find the perfect 
fight and if it was bet-
ter to be a 2024 recruit, 
fine,” Scott Boley said. 
“For Kentucky, he feels 
like being a 2024 guy 

is the right move.”

* * *

H o w  d o e s  Jo h n 
Calipari view his fu-
ture? That was a ques-
tion asked by college 
b a s k e t b a l l  b r o a d -
caster/reporter John 
Fanta during a re-
cent interview with 
the Kentucky coach.

Here is how Cali-
p a r i  a n s w e r e d :

"I've got six years on 
a contract. Will I stay 
longer? I don't know. 
But I want to be here. 
It hasn't changed. The 
best players still want 
to come here. I don't 
blame those who don't 
want to come here, I 
don't make it person-
al,” Calipari told Fanta.

“I’m at Kentucky, 
which is an unbeliev-
able stage. Every year 
we are here, we have a 
shot to win a national 
title. I look at this run 
and say, ‘Let's do some 
special things.' The 
families, my apprecia-
tion for them is they 
trust me with their 
child. If it was the drudg-
ery of this, I wouldn't 
b e  d o i n g  t h i s .  …

"You've got to know 
every arena we go in 
is sold out. Why? Be-
cause they've got a 
chance to beat Ken-
tucky today. My com-
ment to my team: 'Let's 
ruin their weekend.'"

* * *

Alex Afari played in 

all 13 games for Ken-
tucky last season with 
three starts. He had 21 
tackles, three tackles 
for loss, one sack and 
one quarterback hurry. 
However, there’s not 
been a lot of hype about 
the defensive back from 
Cincinnati going into 
his sophomore season.

Afari, a four-star 
recruit and top 225 
player nationally in 
his recruiting class, is 
“just not being talked 
about  enough” ac -
cording to former UK 
all-SEC running back 
Anthony White who 
now has a podcast and 
a Sunday morning ra-
dio show in Lexington.

“Afari does a lot of 
things very well but 
there might be some 
things about playing 
in space and schemat-
ic things holding him 
back,” White said. “It’s 
very hard to find a guy 
who can play in the box 
and take on blocks and 
also cover in space. 
Those guys are rare.

“He’s a very ath-
letic guy but he has 
some  work  t o  do . 
However, he could be 
that hybrid player 
that does not have to 
cover a lot in space 
because he is kind of 
a tweeter right now.”

White credits Ken-
tucky defensive coor-
dinator Brad White 
with being versatile 
enough to adapt to 
what players do best.

“Brad White does 
not get nearly enough 

credit. If a player has a 
weakness, he schemes 
around to get the best 
out of his guy,” Antho-
ny White said. “That’s 
why he never really 
gets caught with his 
pants down because 
he schemes for what 
he has and puts guys 
i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s i -
tion to make plays.”

* * *

Kentucky baseball 
goes into this week’s 
S E C  To u r n a m e n t 
with a 36-17 record 
(16-14 SEC) and as-
sured of a spot in the 
NCAA Tournament.

Pitcher Alex Degen 
recently was named 
to the SEC Commu-
nity Service Team for 
the third time in his 
career. Degen has vol-
unteered 175 hours of 
work with the Ron-
ald McDonald House, 
more than 100 hours 
of work with the Fel-
lowship of Christian 
Athletes and more 
than 150 hours of work 
for other various out-
reaches. He is also a 
member of UK’s pres-
tigious Frank G. Ham 
Society of Character.

The UK baseball 
player was also one 
of two UK students to 
receive UK’s highest 
honor for humanitar-
ian efforts — the Al-
gernon Sydney Sulli-
van Award.  The Sulli-
van Award recognizes 
those “who exhibit Sul-
livan’s ideals of heart, 
mind, and conduct as 
evince a spirit of love 
for and helpfulness to 
other men and women.”

The New Jersey na-
tive recently medical-
ly retired from base-
ball but stayed with 
the team as a student 
assistant coach. He 
finished his career 
with a 3-1 record,  one 
save and   4.30 ERA 
i n  t h r e e  s e a s o n s .

He graduated with 
a graduate certificate 
in nonprofit manage-
ment from the Martin 
School of Public Policy 
and an undergraduate 
certificate in financial 
planning from the Gat-
ton College of Busi-
ness and Economics. 
He earned a BA degree 
in social work in 2021 
from the College of So-
cial Work and a BS in 
business administra-
tion in 2022 from the 
Gatton College of Busi-
ness and Economics.
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Quarterback Cutler Boley reacts after making 
his commitment to Kentucky. (Lisa Collins/LCA 
Photo)

Pitcher Alex Degen was named to the SEC Com-
munity Service Team for a third time and has over 
425 volunteer hours in his UK career. (UK Athlet-
ics Photo)


