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Subject to credit approval.

Your dream home is 
closer than you think.

Trying to make your dream home a reality? We’re here to help, 
with friendly associates and all the right mortgage products. 
Contact your nearby Simmons branch today. 

100 E Reelfoot Ave
Union City, TN 38261

106 University Street
Martin, TN 38237

Roger Bell 
NMLS ID #457962
D: 731-286-4474
C: 731-676-3475

Lee Pritchett
NMLS ID #461567
C: 731-234-9839

106 University St.
Martin, TN 38237

Erin Bragg
NMLS ID #456775
D: 731-281-4711

Denise Houston
VP Retail Sales Manager

NMLS #457990

800 East Reelfoot Avenue | Suite 100-A | Union City, TN 38261

731-389-7110
denise.houston@triumphmortgage.com

triumphhomeloans.com   

Denise has served our community for years, helping people like you buy a 
home to call your own. Triumph Mortgage offers many home loan choices 
matched with sound lending advice. At Triumph Mortgage, we will work with 
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Buying and Refi nancing just got easier.

Conventional • First Time Home Buyer • Rural Development • FHA • VA

731-595-9963
denise.houston@lineagebank.com

Apply online at www.denisehouston.net

Denise has served our community for years, helping people like you buy 
a home to call your own.  Lineage Bank Mortgage offers many home loan 
choices matched with sound lending advice.  At Lineage Bank Mortgage, we 
will work with you every step of the way from start to fi nish.  Call Denise Today!

NMLS # 795340

Renovations are a great 
way for homeowners to re-
shape their homes. Some 
may aspire to renovate so 
their home is more reflective 
of their personal taste, while 
others may do so in an effort 
to make their homes better 
align with modern styles 
and sensibilities. 

Regardless of why a hom-
eowner chooses to renovate, 
the need to do so is often ev-
ident to the naked eye, espe-
cially when the time comes 
to update home exteriors.

Curb appeal is often 
discussed in regard to the 
effects it can have when 
selling a home. But curb 
appeal is equally important 
for homeowners who aren’t 
putting their homes on the 
market. 

A well-maintained, aes-
thetically appealing home 
is a source of pride, while a 
home with fading curb ap-
peal can make homeowners 
feel a little sheepish. Ho-
meowners who want their 
homes to maintain their 
curb appeal can look for 
signs that it’s time to update 
their home exteriors.

• Curling shingles: The 

roof may not be the first 
thing people think of when 
pondering curb appeal, but a 
damaged roof can contribute 
to problems that ultimately 
affect the exterior and inte-
rior of the home. 

Multiple curling shingles 
indicate it’s time to replace 
the roof. The sight of curl-
ing shingles is not pretty, 
but the larger issue in such 
instances is the potential for 
costly water damage when 
water gets in through the af-
fected shingles.

• Dated entry door: Many 
home improvement experts 
insist they can determine 
when a home was built or 
most recently renovated 
simply by looking at the 
front door. 

Steel and glass doors are 
popular in modern homes, 
so homeowners with front 
doors with ornate designs 
and oval glass inserts can 
likely benefit from an up-
grade to their entryway. A 
modern front door can make 
a statement and real estate 
experts note how popu-
lar updated front doors are 
among buyers. 

• Unsightly landscaping: 

It’s not only the physical 
components of the home 
that may suggest an update 
is necessary. Homeowners 
without a green thumb may 
have exterior landscaping 
that has seen better days. 

If a spring or summer day 
spent tending to your land-
scaping is not your ideal 
weekend pastime, then con-
sider replacing unsightly 
landscaping with low-main-
tenance plants or hardscap-
ing. These alternatives to 
more needy plants can cre-
ate curb appeal without re-
quiring any extra work for 
homeowners.

• Cracked driveways/
walkways: If the driveway 
looks like a busy road at the 
end of snow plowing season, 
chances are that’s adversely 
affecting the impression 
people have of your home. 

In addition, cracked walk-
ways indicate a need for 
renovations, as these areas 
are front and center when 
welcoming guests.

Updating a home’s exte-
rior can restore curb appeal 
and help homeowners feel 
better about their proper-
ties.

Signs a home exterior needs updating

CURB APPEAL — Upgrading a driveway and walkway is one way to update a home’s 
exterior and restore its curb appeal.
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Home improvement 
trends come and go, and 
one trend that has become 
wildly popular in recent 
years is recognizable in 
yards every night. 

Landscape lighting has 
transformed how people 
see and enjoy their proper-
ties at night, making it one 
of the more sought-after 
upgrades among modern 
homeowners.

Curb appeal is often seen 
through the lens of how 
homes appear during day-
light hours, but landscape 
lighting can make homes 
look better and more mod-
ern, and potentially safer, 
after the sun goes down. 
With such potential, land-
scape lighting is worth ex-
ploring for homeowners 
looking to upgrade their 
properties.
Are there different types 

of landscape lighting?
When considering land-

scape lighting, homeown-
ers should know that there 
are various options to con-
sider. 

According to the light-
ing experts at Lumens, 
spotlights project a concen-
trated and narrow beam of 
light that’s usually around 
45 degrees. Spotlights are 
often chosen to highlight 
specific features on a prop-
erty, like a component of 
the landscaping. Individuals 
who want to cast light over 
wider, more general areas 

may consider floodlights, 
which Lumens notes spread 
light up to 120 degrees.

Inground lighting is 
among the more sophisti-
cated landscape lighting 
options. Lumens notes that 
inground lighting illumi-
nates the whole of a tree or 
structure, often creating a 
dramatic look. These circle-
shaped lights also are great 
at illuminating walkways 
and driveways.

Post lights are another 
outdoor lighting option, 
and these are often used to 
light up long walkways and 
pathways so it’s easier and 
safer to navigate dark areas 
at night.

Is landscape lighting a 
job a DIYer can handle?

Many homeowners con-
sider a do-it-yourself ap-
proach when pondering a 
potential home renovation, 
and a landscape lighting 
project is likely to inspire 
such curiosity as well. 

The home experts at 
HGTV note that the feasi-
bility of DIY in regard to 
a landscape lighting proj-
ect depends on the type of 
lighting homeowners want 
to install and where they 
want to install it. Replacing 
an existing electrical fix-
ture may be well within the 
skill of a seasoned DIYer, 
but installing a new fix-
ture is a job best left to the 
professionals. Homeown-
ers whose homes currently 

have no or very little land-
scape lighting are almost 
certainly better off working 
with a professional. 

Solar lighting that does 
not require any electri-
cal work can be installed 
quickly and easily by any-
one, but such options may 
not provide the look hom-
eowners are aiming for.

How much lighting 
is necessary?

The amount of lighting 
homeowners want to install 
is up to them. If the home 
currently has little or no 
landscape lighting, a con-
sultation with a professional 
can help to determine  how 
much lighting to install and 
where to install it. 

When discussing land-
scape lighting, homeowners 
may want to inquire about 
dimmers. Dimmers can in-
crease or decrease lighting 
depending on the situation. 
For example, homeown-
ers may want a little extra 
light during a party, but less 
when relaxing alone out-
side at night. Dimmers al-
low homeowners to adjust 
as necessary.

Landscape lighting is a 
popular home renovation 
trend. Homeowners con-
sidering adding landscape 
lighting to their property are 
urged to work with a skilled 
professional to devise and 
install a set-up that makes 
their homes more appealing 
at night. 

What to know about
landscape lighting
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LIGHTING IT UP — Landscape lighting is worth exploring for homeowners looking to 
upgrade their properties.

An inviting backyard can 
serve as a welcome retreat 
from the hustle and bustle of 
daily life. After a long day 
at the office or an exhaust-
ing day spent transporting 
kids to and fro, it’s hard to 
resist the allure of a peace-
ful outdoor space in which 
to unwind.

Privacy is a key compo-
nent of any backyard oasis. 
Some homes may be so re-
mote that privacy isn’t an 
issue. But many suburban 
homeowners recognize they 
might need to tweak their 
landscapes if they hope to 
create a private oasis out-
side. 

Fencing or planting?
Most homeowners look-

ing to create more privacy 
on their property will have 
to choose between fencing 
and planting. Fencing pro-
vides immediate privacy 
because, once it’s installed, 
no one can see into the yard. 
Fencing also doesn’t require 
watering or other immediate 
upkeep, which will be nec-
essary when planting to en-
sure tree roots can establish 
themselves. 

But planting has its ben-
efits as well. Planting for 
privacy is essentially creat-
ing a living fence that can 
grow over time and provide 
even more privacy as trees 
reach maturity. Plants also 
tend to be less costly than 
fencing. The home renova-
tion experts at BobVila.com 
estimate that fencing proj-

ects typically cost between 
$1,667 and $4,075. How-
ever, fencing projects can 
cost considerably more than 
$4,000, especially for home-
owners with large properties 
they want to enclose. Large, 
mature trees can be expen-
sive, though it’s unlikely 
they will cost as much as 
fencing. In addition, fencing 
requires more maintenance 
and will potentially need to 
be replaced, while native 
trees won’t require much 
upkeep and can last for gen-
erations.

Planting
Homeowners who choose 

to plant for privacy will next 
have to decide which type of 
plants to add to their prop-
erties. Evergreens provide 
year-round privacy because 
they don’t shed their leaves, 
so these are the ones most 
often chosen when creating 
a living fence. A number of 
varieties of evergreen trees 
can do the job, but it’s im-
portant that homeowners 
consult with a landscape 
architect prior to choosing 
trees so they can ensure the 
trees will thrive when faced 
with the growing conditions 
on their properties. During 
such a consultation, hom-
eowners may discuss the 
following popular privacy 
trees.

• Leyland cypress: The Ar-
bor Day Foundation® notes 
that the Leyland cypress 
is popular for hedges and 
boundaries, likely because a 

typical tree reaches a mature 
height of 60’-70’ and can 
spread as wide as 25’. The 
Leyland cypress grows fast, 
which may appeal to hom-
eowners who don’t want to 
wait to establish privacy.

• Green Giant Arborvitae: 
There are different variet-
ies of the arborvitae, but the 
Green Giant tends to be the 
go-to option for privacy. The 
ADF notes that Green Gi-
ants will grow up to three 
feet per year until they reach 
maturity, providing a fast-
growing option for privacy 
planters. The Green Giant 
can spread as wide as 20 feet 
at maturity, which is another 
attribute that makes it so 
popular among homeowners 
desiring privacy.

• Eastern White Pine: The 
ADF notes that the eastern 
white pine, which can reach 
heights as high as 80 feet, is 
favored in spacious yards. 
That’s likely due to its height 
and its potential spread, 
which can reach 40 feet. 
Homeowners who choose 
the eastern white pine might 
like it for its resemblance to 
a Christmas tree, and in fact 
it is widely used for that pur-
pose. The privacy provided 
by the eastern white pine 
is significant, but it might 
be best suited to especially 
large properties.

Whether it’s fencing or 
planting, homeowners have 
many options to consider as 
they seek to create more pri-
vacy on their properties.

How to use fencing and plants
to create privacy on your property
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CREATING PRIVATE SPACES — Many suburban homeowners recognize they might 
need to tweak their landscapes if they hope to create a private oasis outside. 


