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MEMORIAL DAY

REMEMBER AND HONOR

Rolling Thunder to ride to Missouri’s National Veterans Memorial

By Seth Gatewood
Special to The Press

Rolling Thunder Chap-
ter 6 stationed in Martin is
making a special trip this
Memorial Day to Missou-
ri’s National Veterans Me-
morial in Perryville.

President David Hawks
invites all residents to join
them in order to pay their
respect to fallen veterans
and remember the sacrific-
es they paid for Americans’
freedom.

Rolling Thunder Chap-
ter 6 is an advocacy group
which seeks to bring full
accountability for prisoners
of war and missing-in-ac-
tion service members of
all U.S. wars. The group
is involved with Wreaths
Across America, an organi-
zation that lays wreaths on
military graves, and does
local fundraisers, making
as much as $10,000. They
use the money to give to
veterans at the Tennessee
State Veterans Home in
Humboldt, send care pack-
ages at Christmas and help
buy groceries for local vet-
erans who are too poor to
buy them for themselves.

Hawks said veterans of
all wars are near and dear

to his heart and h he would
like to find some way to
pay them back for all they
have sacrificed for the com-
munity and the country.

Hawks was in college in
1969 during the days of the
Vietnam War and had many
of his friends get drafted
into the war. He lost some
of his friends in the jungles
and swamps of Vietnam and
still has much pain and hurt
from that loss. He never
went into military service,
but still wanted to do some-
thing for his community
and all the veterans in his
area. So, he joined Rolling
Thunder in 2010 to bring
awareness to the sacrifices
of veterans and attempt to
bring closure to families of
POWs and MIAs.

Hawks and Rolling
Thunder Chapter 6 will
ride to Perryville, Mo., on
Saturday. He said, “We’re
picking that day to honor
our fallen men and women
in Vietnam and all the other
wars. It’s just a day for all
of us to get out and try to
remember those who have
served, both the living and
the dead, and why we have
our freedoms and the price
that was paid for them.”

He urges anyone who

wants to join them, regard-
less if they are a veteran or a
part of Rolling Thunder, to
meet up with them at 9 a.m.
at Martin Gateway Center.
From there, they will ride
to Perryville. When the
group arrives at Missouri’s
National Veterans Memo-
rial, they will have a small
lunch of chips, sandwiches
and drinks. Then, the group
will visit the James E. Ed-
dlemen Military Museum
inside the memorial. After
a tour of the museum, all of
the group will go and visit
America’s Wall. America’s
Wall is a replica of the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C. It’s
where many families with
lost veterans go to pay their
respects. There will be a
brief moment of silence at
America’s Wall and a mo-
ment of prayer. Then, af-
ter the prayer is finished,
everyone will get in their
vehicles and head back to
Martin.

For more information
about the event or to learn
how to help local veterans,
contact Rolling Thunder
Chapter 6 at 731-225-0892.

Editor’s note: Seth Gate-
wood of Martin is a free-
lance reporter.

Residents invited to participate
in annual Taps Across America

On  Memorial Day,
Americans remember
those who have died in mil-
itary service. The National
Moment of Remembrance
is an annual event that asks
all citizens, wherever they
are at 3 p.m. (local time),
to pause for a duration of
one minute in silent tribute
to the men and women who
have honorably served in
uniform and to those who
made the ultimate sacrifice
for the nation.

The fourth annual Taps
Across America will hon-
or those military mem-
bers. This Memorial Day,
thousands will spread out
across the nation to sound
the 24 notes of the most
solemn bugle call “Taps.”
Instrumentalists will sound
the call from their homes,
on sidewalks and at cem-
eteries and memorials to
make sure this musical
tribute is given to those
who, as President Abra-

DOUGHBOY
FOUNDATION"

ham Lincoln put it, gave
the last full measure of de-
votion.

Musicians can regis-
ter to participate at www.
TapsAcrossAmerica.org.
Taps Across America is
sponsored by Taps for Vet-
erans, an organization ded-
icated to finding buglers
for funerals and memorial
services. It was founded in
2012 by Jari Villanueva, a
retired U.S. Air Force mas-
ter sergeant who served
as a bugler at Arlington

National Cemetery for
23 years. Villanueva also
served the State of Mary-
land for 10 years as the
director of military funeral
honors for the Maryland
Military Department.

Taps Across America
started in 2020 as a way
to commemorate Memori-
al Day during the COVID
pandemic.

Taps will be heard at
the National World War 1
Memorial at 3 p.m. EDT
as part of the annual Taps
Across America tribute.

The Doughboy Founda-
tion is sponsoring buglers
to sound Taps at 5 p.m.
EDT on Memorial Day at
all the major war memo-
rials in Washington, D.C.
The Doughboy Foundation
sponsors the sounding of
Daily Taps at 5 p.m. East-
ernfevery day without fail
at the National World War
I Memorial in honor of the
nation’s heroes.

EXCITEMEN

@ 5 Seasons Men’s Shop Union City & Martin

REMEMBERING VETERANS — Members of RolllngThunder Chapter 6 stationed
in Martin invite the public to join them Saturday as they travel to Perryville, Mo, to visit
Missouri’s National Veterans Memorial and see America’s Wall, a replica of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.Those attending will leave from Martin Gateway
Center in Martin Saturday at 9 a.m. (Photo courtesy of Missouri’s National Veterans
Memorial)

UT MARTIN REMEMBERS — UT Martin will hold its annual Memorial Day Com-
memoration ceremony at 9 a.m. Friday on the main campus in the north plaza between
the Boling University Center and the Paul Meek Library. The event is open to the public.
In this file photo, flags line the walkway for last year’s commemoration.
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THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & TUESDAY (MAY 25™-30™)

Huge Selection of Swimwear Entire Stock of Polos

Johnnie-O, Southern Marsh, GenTeal, Vineyard Vines, Southern
Southern Shirt & More (S-XXL Sizes) Marsh & More (S-3XL Sizes)

a0% OFF +°%1 | 29% OFF &7

ONLY'
T-SHIRTS - Short Sleeved

Southern Point, Southern Marsh,
Over & Under, & More

INEW!LEWRIEWRENTELS

for Him or Her  Reg. to $60-$70
wow $25-535 | 10 OFF
NOW »

,_/ v % MANY ITEMS UNDER THE TENT v %

d See Us for Your Summer & Fall Weddings
AUE HEASUNS FREE GROOM'S TUX

/ MEN'S SHOP  wITH RENTAL OF 5 FULL ENSEMBLES
* fiveseasonsonline.com SAVINGS OF $225.00

NEW' * Performance Golf Shirts & Shorts
* Johnston & Murphy Dress & Casual Shoes (& Sandals)
* Navy & Black Blazers (by Michael Kors) - Great for Graduation

UNION CITY: 627 E. Reelfoot Avenue * 731-885-2772 ¢ 9:30-5:30 DAILY. SATURDAY: 10-5
MARTIN: 237 S. Lindell Street » 731-281-4902 ¢ 10:00-5:30 DAILY. SATURDAY: 10-5

*
*

Fire on theé Waler

Place: Spicer Park on the Lake
in Downtown Samburg

Date: May 27, 2023

Patriotic music begins 7:00 PM
Food and Drink at Boat House Restaurant
Discharge of Fireworks at 9:00 PM

Sponsored by Samburg Tourism

Your attendance will honor our past and present Veterans




