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STREET FAIRS

October 1, 1898 - The Chicago Inter
Ocean (Oct. 2, 1898) noted the free street fair
and broomcorn show coincided with the har-
vest of the local broomcorn crop and that every
incoming train was crowded with “choppers,” or
broomcorn cutters. The Inter Ocean reported
the “chief feature” of the show was a broom-
comn palace, which was described as the first
edifice of the kind ever erected.” The Paxton
Record reported that everyone who saw the
palace, which had a 45-square-foot ground
plan and stood 60 feet high from the base to
the top of the flag staff, was dazzled. The fair
stretched five blocks along Main Street, filled
with various stalls and livestock and poultry.

June 22-27, 1903 - The Royal Carnival
Company was contracted by the Knights of
Pythias to hold a six-day event on Arcola
streets on June 22-27. The fair featured a kin-
odrome - a “moving picture” machine that
offered an exhibition of moving pictures which
would have been a novelty to most people at
that time. Also appearing was a snake eater, a
two-headed woman, and a gigantic bull. The
streets were lined with merchant booths and
the popular Gibler's Band from Mattoon head-
ed the Humboldt contingent in the parade. The
Mattoon paper also reported that Chief Special
Agent McCumsey of the lllinois Central and his
force were on hand to help the local officers
ward off grafters and pickpockets. The event
was reported to be a “hummer.”

June 5-11, 1905 — The Lachman-Keetch
Exposition Company was engaged for the 1905
street fair and offered “10 Monster Amusement
Enterprises” which included the Roman
Coliseum of the best circus acts featuring Little
Sybil the Wonderful Child Artist, Fairy Land fea-
turing La Rene in her Fire Fountain and Silver
Dances, Ben Hur the Horse with the Human
Brain, the Electric Colonade of moving pic-
tures, the Famous Troupe of Crystal Palace
Glass Blowers, and the Keetch Family
Unparalleled Combination of Aerial Sensations.

HOME COMING FAIRS

Aug. 3-7, 1909 — The Weekly Arcolian
(Aug. 12, 1909) reported that Arcola’s first
Home Coming was a “colossal success.” The
fair offered “open hospitality, royal good fellow-
ship, fine entertainment with ideal weather,” all
of which made the “meeting of old-time friends”

all the more enjoyable. The town was lauded
for its management of the event. The town was
elaborately decorated and celebrated Ohio
Day, llinois Day, Woodman Day, and Old
Settlers Day. Entertainment included balloon
ascensions, trapeze performances and other
attractions, speeches, and musical perform-
ances. The biggest event was an automobile
parade featuring “50 machines in line.” The
auto parade was led by car with a band playing
and a car with a daintily clad female reception
committee. The parade was a huge success.

Aug. 13-17, 1914 - The Aug. 13, 1914,
Weekly Arcolian announced the town was
ready for the second big “Home-Coming
Celebration” which offered “entertainment for
the many Arcolans who are coming in on every
train to greet the friends of long-ago.” The fair
celebrated Old Settlers Day, Fraternal Day, Bull
Moose Day, Democratic Day, Republican Day,
and Agricultural Day. Entertainment included
the Gilmore Family Aerialists. Also performing
were the Kami Kichi Japanese Juggling and
Contortionists troupe, and aeronaut Professor
Pearl Stuckey to perform balloon ascensions.
The Arcola Band and other singers and musi-
cians provided concerts. The fair also offered a
fraternal parade, speeches, livestock shows,
and baseball games. A special feature of the
fair was an Alfalfa Palace, meant to showcase
the uses of that crop and which was built along
the lines of the original Broomcom Palace built
for the 1898 street fair.

Aug. 5-7, 1920 - Ads for the 1920 Arcola
Products and Home Coming Fair announced
there would be “10 Free Acts Each Day.” The
Sullivan Band, Bethany Band, Gibler's Band
from Mattoon, and Goodman'’s Band of Decatur
all provided musical entertainment. Also per-
forming were the Flying Wards aerialist act, a
Big Animal Act, the Jamakami Japanese
Acrobats, the Zayno Sensational Aerialists,
LaTrobe Comedy Acrobats, and Captain Cook
and his trained seals. The event offered con-
cessions and “all kinds of rides and plenty of
good shows, but no camival.” The event also
offered a flyover of planes from Chanute Field
(Rantoul). The Aug. 7, 1920, Decatur Daily
Review reported that so many people drove
from Tuscola to Arcola for opening night that
the dust cloud that formed on the unoiled dirt
roads between the two towns was so heavy

SCHOOL MENUS

Below are the hot lunch and
breakfast menus for the
upcoming week at Arcola
schools.

LUNCH

e Cold milk and peanut
butter and jelly sandwich
served with hot lunch daily.

Thursday, January 12 —
Chili, cornbread, pig in a blan-
ket, cheese stick, Caesar salad,
french fries, garden salad,
fruit.

Friday, January 13 —
Pepperoni pizza, french dip
sandwich, hard boiled egg,
popcorn chicken salad, fruit
muffin, garden salad, baby
carrots, ranch dressing, fruit.

Monday, January 16 —
Chicken patty sandwich, ham
& cheddar melt, cheese stick,
chef salad, cornbread garden
salad, steamed broccoli, fruit.

Tuesday, January 17 —
BBQ pork nachos, pizza soup,
Italian bread, hard boiled egg,
BLTE salad, garden salad, BBQ
bacon beans, fruit.

Wednesday, January 18 —
Chicken patty, hot roll, yogurt,
Caesar salad, mashed pota-
toes, gravy, green beans, fruit.

Thursday, January 19 —
BBQ chicken sandwich, bacon
mack-n-cheese, Italian bread,

cheese stick, Big Mack salad,
french fries, garden salad,
fruit.

Friday, January 20 —
Nardone’s pizza, garden salad,
green beans, fruit.

BREAKFAST

e Cold milk, cold cereal,
fruit & yogurt parfait,
assorted juice and fruit will
be offered daily.

Thursday, January 12 —
Cheesy ham and egg casserole,
toast, jelly, muffin squares,
cereal.

Friday, January 13 —
Sausage biscuit, cereal, cinna-
mon toast, muffin squares.

Monday, January 16 —
Pancake bites, cereal, yogurt,
fruit muffin.

Tuesday, January 17 —
Scrambled eggs, toast, jelly,
cereal.

Wednesday, January 18 —
Cinnamon roll, cereal, muffin
squares.

Thursday, January 19 —
Sausage pancake on stick,
cereal, cinnamon toast, fruit
muffin.

Friday, January 20 —
Biscuits & gravy, sausage
patty, cereal, toast, jelly, fruit
muffin.

GRAIN MARKETS

As reported by Total Grain Marketing - Arcola at 1:03 p.m,

Monday, January 9, 2023.

Corn
Cash
May‘23 (futures)

$6.45
$6.48

Beans
Cash
May ‘23 (futures)

$14.73
$14.68
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New Units Available Now

Call us for your storage needs at
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Hands on Health

Therapeutic Massage
Toni Lytle - LMT

The hands on solution to stress and pain relief!
Customized to fit your needs!
Located in Mattoon and Arcola

-Call for appointment-
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that “driving was rather dangerous.”

Aug. 5-7, 1926 — The event was held on
the grounds of the East Side School. Ralph
Miller's Amusement Company provided shows
and rides, which included a three-abreast
Merry-Go-Round, Giant Ferris Wheel, Glider,
Merry Mix-up, and a 36-foot Kiddy Slide. The
headliner was the well-known Coon-Sanders
Novelty Orchestra, the orchestra was billed as
the “orchestra that made the radio famous,”
and was led by Kansas City musicians Carleton
Coon and Joe Sanders. A dance floor under a
water-proof tent was available for “park-plan”
dancing each night for just 12 and half cents
per couple per dance (park-plan dancing was
so named for the pay-by-the-dance format
used in amusement parks). Chicago
Charleston Champions Rose and Joe Morache
performed, along with the Sutcliffe Family acro-
batic troupe, the Fearless Flyers High Trapeze
and Casting act, Walter Stanton & Co. Giant
Rooster Comedy Act, Kurtzo & Kurtz thrilling
90-foot pole balancing act, Brody & Delavan
balancing act, and more. Attendance: More
than 21,000 people.

Aug. 8-10, 1929 - Wayne King and his
Aragon Ballroom Orchestra, direct from the
Aragon Ballroom in Chicago, was the dance
band all three nights for park-plan dancing.
Also providing musical entertainment was
Strouts 17-Piece Military Hussar Band. Fifty-
four entertainers were on the program, 24 in
acts, 17 in the band, and 10 in the orchestra.
Acts on the bill were the trapeze and acrobatic
troupe the Sensational Four Lorenzos, aerialist
Bee Starr, the Sun Fong Lin Company Chinese
troupe of Jugglers, Prestidigitation (magic), and
lllusions, the Five Bracks Risley Artists (acro-
bats that juggle barrels or fellow acrobats on
their feet while lying on their backs), Bruno
Wiese & Company Comedy novelty act, and
various others. Thomas Monahan was the gen-
eral chair of the 1929 Home Coming
Committee and Walter Reinheimer served as
secretary.

Aug. 1-3, 1935 - The 1935 Home Coming
Fair was held on the East Side School grounds.
Headlining the event was the 15-piece Ozzie
Nelson’s Orchestra, which played a three-day
dance program on the park-plan. Nelson was
staged in a tent just north of the school with a
dance floor that accommodated 800 couples.

Member
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The Gooding Amusement Company provided
10 circus and vaudeville acts, and Al Sweet's
Wings of the Century Band added additional
entertainment. Southeast of the school was a
broomcorn exhibit with broomcorn from three
continents and all of the producing states in the
U.S. on exhibit. A 150-automobile motorcade
carried a delegation of visitors from Mattoon.
The Aug. 8, Tuscola Journal said the Arcola
Home Coming was a “Great Success in Quality
as Well as in Magnitude.”

July 27-30, 1938 - Thomas Monahan
chair, Walter Reinheimer, L. G. Engle, Frank
Collins, Ed Smith, Ben Cox, Henry Moore, Paul
Lindenmeyer, William Haley, H.C. Irle, and
John Clisby. The event was held on the 22-acre
campus of Arcola Township High School. The
headliner was movie star and band leader Tony
Martin and his Orchestra, which presided over
the Saturday night dance. The Ted Fio-Rita
Orchestra played on opening night, and Clyde
McCoy's Sugar Blues Orchestra played
Thursday and Friday. Various local bands pro-
vided additional entertainment along with 20
free vaudeville acts.

Saturday night was the crowning of
Broomcorn Queen. Twenty-six contestants
came from all over Central lllinois and wore
costumes made of broomcorn stalks. Arcola
native Betty McClanahan was crowned queen
by Tony Martin. A broomcorn palace, measur-
ing 60 feet by 30 feet, was a notable attraction.
The palace housed broomcom exhibits from
Arcola and surrounding areas, various states,
South America, and Europe. Newspapers
announced a record setting 32,000 people from
39 states were in attendance.

July 31-Aug. 2, 1941 - The event was
again held on the campus of Arcola Township
High School. The Byers Brothers Carnival was
contracted to provide shows and rides.

Headliner Lawrence Welk and his
Champagne Music Orchestra, featuring Jayne
Walton, straight from their recent engagement
at the Trianon Ballroom in Chicago, provided
dance music each night in a large tent on the
school grounds. Frank Cervone’s Miami Band
provided music for nine circus acts, vaudeville
shows, and serial features, and provided enter-
tainment between acts. On display was a mam-
moth 40 feet by 160 feet soybean palace to
showcase the increasingly popular crop. The

entire town was decked out with flags,
buntings, and banners to welcome all visitors.

Also a big draw, visitors were able to view
Arcola High School which had been badly dam-
aged in a fire in the early hours of July 24 after
being struck by an errant bolt of lightning.

July 7-9, 1955 — The year 1955 marked
Arcola’s 100th birthday and the town celebrat-
ed with a three-day Arcola Centennial
Homecoming fair. The event began with the
sounding of bells, sirens, and horns and a rib-
bon cutting to start the parade. Each of the
three days - themed Homecoming Day, Youths
Day, and Farmers Day - offered carnival rides
and free shows, food, speeches, presentations,
exhibits, programs, and a Tractor Square
Dance. Appearing at the fair were the Radio
Station WLS Performers. Paul Karlstrom and
his Orchestra, Johnny Bruce and his
Orchestra, and Dick Cisne and his Orchestra
provided music for dancing.

Local residents offered two performances
of a “Days of Yesteryears” Pageant, which
commemorated the founding and growth of
Arcola in 100 years. The last day offered judg-
ing of the “Ladies of the Swish,” and the
“Brothers of the Brush.” Elizabeth Carroll of
Arcola, a senior at Arcola High School, was
crowned Centennial Homecoming Queen.

CHAUTAUQUAS

Aug. 18-22, 1915 - Arcola’s first
Chautauqua had an auspicious opening due to
the day’s headliner, the renowned Helen Keller,
author, disability rights and political activist, and
lecturer, and her teacher, Mrs. Macy. A reported
1,000 people attended Keller's speech. The
event offered five full days of programs such as
the Royal Welsh Male Choir, performances by
the Clifton Mallory players, the Tyrolean Alpine
Singers and Yodelers, Victor llahi Kaksh to
speak about his native India, Grossman’s
Philharmonic ~ Orchestra, Captain  Jack
Crawford the poet and Scout, and many others.

July 20-24, 1916 - Entertainment by the
Royal Sextet (a novelty group), Grossman’s
Philharmonic Orchestra, Stratford Operatic
Company, the Municipal Choir of Decatur, the
Hawaiian Concert Company, and the
Neopolitan Orchestra. Lectures were offered
by Dr. Harvey W. Wiley, the pure food expert, a
sermon on “Food and Fire” by Dr. Charles
Sheldon, the “Jews Contributions to
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ARCOLA FIRST BANK
Every Person Matters

Arcola, Illinois ]

ARCOLA
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Small Town Church in
God’s Big Kingdom
311 E. Main St., Arcola, IL 61910
Phone 217-268-3738
www.1cchurch.org
Wednesday, January 11
6:30-8:00 p.m. - COYO at
Broomtown Café
Sunday, January 15
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Elder - Ron McConnell
Deacon - Jami Budd
5:30 p.m. - COYO Volunteer
meeting. at Arcola United
Methodist Church, in the basement
Tuesday, January 17
6:00-7:30 p.m. - Grief Share
Program meeting in First Christian
Church basement
Wednesday, January 18
7:00 p.m. - Board Meeting

ARCOLA FIRST CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
Rev. lvan Jess
Phone 217-268-4769 or 217-276-3020
Sam Miller, SS Supt.
Phone 202-6094
Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Morning Worship
(Sign Language Interpreter)
6:00 p.m. - Sunday Evening Service
Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - Bible Study
Missionary Meeting
Second Wednesday of the month

ARCOLA FREE METHODIST CHURCH
219 North Walnut Street
Bill Ramsey, Pastor
Phone 217-268-4501
Cell 217-294-1868
If no answer, call 217-346-2474
Sunday
10:30 a.m. - Morning Worship

ARCOLA MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
220 W. Springfield Rd.
Arcola, IL 61910
Pastor Todd Nolen
Phone 217-346-2707
http://tmnolen.wixsite.com/ambc
Facebook: Arcola Missionary
Baptist Church
Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Church Service
10:15 a.m. - Children’s Sunday
School

ARCOLA PRESBYTERIAN GHURGH
(USA)

305 E. Jefferson St., Arcola, IL 61910
Phone 217-268-3212
Pastor: Rev. Paula Carmichael
Anita Gilliland, Clerk of Session
Email: arcolapc@consolidated.net
http://arcola.presbyterian.website
Sunday, January 15
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Monday, January 16
4:00 p.m. - Session Meeting

ARCOLA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
A Place to Encounter Jesus Christ
121 S. Locust, Arcola
Pastor Seth Emerson
Phone 217-268-4287
Website: www.arcolaumchurch.org
Sunday, January 15
9:00 a.m. - Encounter Worship

BOURBON BAPTIST CHURCH
Bourbon, IL
Pastor David Babb
bourbon.baptist@yahoo.com
Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
OF HINDSBORO
Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m.- Worship Service
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Bible Study

CHURCH OF CHRIST
AT KEMP, IL
132 W. Kemp St., Arcola, IL 61910
Phone 217-508-6456
Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
10:30 a.m. - Worship
6:00 p.m. - Worship
Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
1100 E. North Line Rd, Tuscola, IL
Phone 217-253-3896
Branch Pres. - Rafael Ruggieri
1st Counselor - Kevin Johnson
2nd Counselor - Keven Lewis
Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Sacrament
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School

EAGLE MOUNTAIN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
401 Sale Street, Tuscola
Phone 217-253-4444
Darin Elder, Pastor
Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship
Sunday Evening
6:30 p.m. - Worship
Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Worship

FIRST BAPTIST CGHURCH OF ARCOLA
220 E. Main St., Arcola, IL 61910
Pastor Doug McClellan
Phone 217-268-4890
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Worship Service 10:15
a.m. - Sunday School for children
and adults. Everyone welcome.
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FIRST APOSTOLIC CHURCH
OF ARTHUR
320 Surrey Lane, Arthur, IL 61911

Pastor Timothy Froese
Phone 217-543-3024

Email: facarthur@yahoo.com

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Sunday School
11:15 a.m. - Worship & The Word
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Bible Study

HINDSBORO UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Third Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - UM Women Meet
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Morning Worship
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School

HUMBOLDT
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
419 Jefferson Street
Humboldt, IL 61931
Phone 217-856-2369
Pastor Mitch Ramey
Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Second Wednesday
2:00 p.m. - UMW meeting in the
church
First Saturday
7:30 a.m. - Men'’s breakfast at
Pagliacci’s Restaurant in Mattoon

IGLESIA DEL NAZARENO
Spanish Church of the Nazarene
Rev. Waldemar Perez-Lopez
217 N. Ridge St., Arcola, IL 61910
Phone 217-268-4653
Sunday
10:00 a.m. - Worship Service
6:00 p.m. - Youth Group
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Bible study and prayer
Friday
6:00 p.m. - Women’s Worship
& Bible Study

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD
Pastor Jason Braaten
600 E. Northline Road, Tuscola, IL
Phone 217-253-4341
Website: http://immanueltuscola.org
Saturday
5:30 p.m. - Church Service
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Church Service
10:30 a.m. - Bible Class

LIFEPOINTE CHURCH
Nondenomination / Spirit-Filled
Pastor Scott Howell
700 E. Main St. ¢ Arcola, lllinois
Phone 217-268-4586
Sunday Service
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Bible Study
SPANISH SERVICE
Spanish Pastor: Rogelio Gutierrez
Phone 217-636-4838
Sunday
5:00 p.m. - Bible Study
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. - Service

Civilization” by Rabbi A. J. Messing, and “The
Criminal in the Making,” by Judge Frank Sadler.

July 18-22, 1917 - Entertainment provid-
ed by Duggin Operatic Company, the Welch
Quartette, All Americans, the Italian Sextet, and
Goforth’s Orchestra. Lectures provided by
Bishop W.F. Oldham from South America,
Judge Frank Sadler, Byron W. King, Joe R.
Hanly, “Play Ball” by Dr. Clarke, Boys and Girls
Program and Cartoons of Fun by Ash Davis.
Also offered was the play “The Melting Pot,”
with Ruch Hemenway Shaw.

July 5-9, 1918 — Entertainment included
the Royal Scottish Entertainers and lectures
were given by Joel W. Eastman. Event at the
City Park.

June 26-30, 1919 - The opening attraction
was the Soldiers’ Quartet and a lecture by Lew
Harding of Seattle, Wash.

Aug. 22-26, 1920 Program not available.

June 25-29, 1921

The June 30, 1921, Tuscola Journal
reported that the Arcola Chautauqua program
this year was “and exceptionally strong one.”
Program unavailable.

June 23-27, 1922 - The highlight of the
Chautauqua was the “Pageant of Peace” pro-
duced under the direction of Rachael Givens
and featuring children from Arcola.
Entertainment provided by Cleaver's Gypsies
(singers), the Landis Brass Quintet, the Welsh
Ladies Glee Singers, and the play, “The
Shepherd of the Hills,” produced by the Wales
Players. Lectures included “Heather and
Shamrock” and “Squeaks in the Social
Machinery,” by Professor M. H. Jackson, and
“Man in the Making” and “Laughter and Tears”
by Chaplain James Small.

1923 - Dates and program unknown

1924 - Dates and program unknown

Aug. 14-18, 1925 — The most popular
entertainment was J.W. Zellner, a character
impersonator. Also entertaining the crowd was
Ye Olde Town Quartette and Wallace Amsbary,
formerly with the Armour Institute of
Technology in Chicago.

Three days after the 1925 Chautauqua, it
was reported in the Mattoon Journal Gazette
that “Arcola Loses Chautauqua.” The Mutual
Morgan Company, who produced the events
failed to receive enough pledges for tickets for
1926.

THE LIGHT HOUSE
Pastor: Paul Etherton
215 E. Pembroke St. » Tuscola, IL
Phone 217-246-8020
Sunday Services
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
10:45 a.m. - Sunday School
6:00 p.m. - Evening Worship

PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Cooks Mills, IL
Interim Pastor:
Rev. Stephanie Johanpeter
Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service

ROMAN ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
Fundamental Independent
3 Miles North & 2 Miles West
of Arthur
Interim Pastor Jack Barton
Sunday
10:30 a.m.-Worship Service

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Angel Sierra, Pastor
Washington & Pine Streets
Phone: 217-268-3766
Email: johnbaptist@consolidated.net
Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Mass
Weekday Mass
Wednesday
5:15 p.m. - Confessions
5:30 p.m. - Mass

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
2 Miles East of Dorans
Rev. Paul Hopkins
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
10:00 a.m. - Church Service

SUNNYSIDE CONSERVATIVE
MENNONITE CHURCH
1/2 Mile East of Chesterville
Larry Rocke, Pastor
Lonnie Gingerich, Asst.
Sunday
9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
10:30 a.m. - Church Services
6:00 p.m. - Sunday Evening
Services

TUSCOLA UNITED CHURCH OF GHRIST
Minister: Rev. Ralph Deal
114 E. Pembroke, Tuscola
Phone 217-253-2532
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Morning Worship
Sunday School immediately after
worship service.

WALNUT GROVE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Pastor: Steven Stern
Youth Pastor: Aaron Boothe
4 Miles East of Arcola,

4 Miles South on Filson Road
12930 E. Go. Rd. 1700 N.
Phone 217-856-2155
www.walnutgrovecc.org
Sunday
8:30 a.m. - Fellowship Time
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Following Worship, Adult Small
Groups and Children’s Sunday
School

ZION UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Pastor: Dennis Hanner

701 N CR 250 E, Arthur, IL

4 miles west and 2 miles

north of Arcola
Phone 217-578-2203
Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Morning Worship
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School
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