
By Mike MonahanARCOLA –Home is wherethe heart is and Arcola’s girlsteam has now gone 5-1 athome, including three winsbetween Jan. 5 and 9. Arcola used a strong thirdquarter to break away from aone-point halftime leadagainst Okaw Valley and wenton to win 55-35. The Lady Riders scored thefinal 11 points of the game topull away from HoopestonArea, winning 49-33 andArcola cruised past Heritage61-14. Arcola improved to 13-4overall and 5-0 in the confer-ence ahead of Thursday’s LPCgame at Cerro Gordo againstCerro Gordo/Bement. 
Arcola 55, 
Okaw Valley 35Arcola led just 21-20 at thehalf before taking control inthe third quarter as they led28-23 after a 3-pointer by

Okaw Valley’s RissaMontgomery with 5:52remaining in the quarter. The Lady Riders reeled off17 of the next 19 points tolead 45-25 with 7:16 remain-ing in the game. Mackenzie Thomas scoredon an assist by Jacey Kessler;Kacie Sisk had a putback and a3-pointer by Kessler, whobanked it in from the side,made it 35-23. “We startled out well andthey came back and finishedthe half well,” said Arcolacoach Corey Roberts. “I justkind of challenged them athalftime and they responded. Iwould have to look back, but Ithink 22 points has got to beone of our higher quarters.Our whole message at half-time is we were just holdingthe ball, holding the ball, andwe would make one or tworeversals and their defensecould set back up. I thoughtwe moved the ball a lot betterin the third quarter.”

Okaw Valley went 7:05without a field goal going 0-for-8 during that time. The girls played hard,” saidOkaw Valley coach BradAckers, who coached theTimberwoles to a fourth placefinish in 2017-18 behind theplay of Paige Robinson, who isin her final year at IllinoisState after spending fouryears at Drury University.“The girls are buying in. We doplay a tough schedule(Tuscola, Effingham St.Anthony, Our margin of errorsis just not large length to with-stand 6-0 or 8-0 runs. I knowit ended up being a 14-0 runand that is a credit to Arcola.They got out in transition andfound a couple of open girls.We need to help the helperand they just found the opengirl for a layup a couple oftimes.”Arcola was just 3-of-17from the field in the final12:41 of the first half. “Even though their record

(4-15 prior to the game) wasnot that good coach alwaystold us ‘no matter if the recordis bad or good you still have tothink that they are way betterthan you are. Going into thegame you are always trying tomake all of the shots so youcan get ahead.”Arcola was led by KacieSisk and Kesley Moore with 14and 10 points respectively,while the other starters hadnine (Eva Hopkins), eight(Thomas) and seven (Kessler). “Being only ahead by onepoint doesn’t feel very well onyour shoulder,” said Thomasof halftime. “Once we gottalked to at halftime itchanged a little bit throughoutthe game. Getting our motiva-tional yell at halftime is some-thing that I feel put a chip ineveryones brains. We neededto go faster and harderbecause they don’t like torun.”Roberts liked to see the bal-anced scoring. 

The Timberwolves wereled in scoring by MadisonWhitney with eight points,including all five free throws. Okaw Valley led only onceon a 3-pointer by Whitney.The Lady Riders took the leadfor good with an 8-0 run asThomas scored on a putback,Kesley Moore had a steal andlayup (one of 21 turnovers bythe Timberwolves) and a 12-footer by Kacie Sisk pushed

the lead to 8-3. “They (Okaw Valley)  kindof mixed it up a little withzone and man-to-man,” saidRoberts. “It was nice to seeman because we had not seenman-to-man in awhile. Youwould think we would havethe zone figured out by now asmuch as we play against it. Butwe are still working though it.

Arcola girls win three straight home games, now 13-4
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ARCOLA HIGH SCHOOL junior Kelsey Moore (11) goes in
for a basket while being  guarded by a player from
Hoopeston Area in a game played Sat., Jan. 7 in Arcola.
Arcola’s varsity won 49-33. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ARCOLA HIGH SCHOOL senior Makenzie Thomas (20)
fights for posession of the ball in a game played with
Hoopeston Area on Sat., Jan. 7 in Arcola. Arcola’s varsity
won 49-33. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

By Mike MonahanDECATUR – Arcola playedDecatur LSA, a team that was15-0 and ranked No. 3 in Class1A in the first AssociatedPress rankings of the NewYear. The Lions scored the first13 points of the game andalthough Arcola got as close astwo midway through the thirdbefore losing 64-56 on Friday.The Purple Riders scored12 of the first 13 points in the

opening 9:18 and went to topBlue Ridge, a team that was 6-9, 51-22 at Arcola’s Nancy StiffGymnasium Jan. 3 in the firstgame of the 2023 portion ofthe schedule. 
Decatur LSA 64,
Arcola 56Arcola trailed the Lions,who have not had a gamedecided by less than six (Tri-Valley and Central A&M) by

two 31-29 after a bucket byJackson in the third quarter. However, LSA used an 11-0run starting with two bucketsby Sebastion Hill and a stealand layup by Lleyton Miller. A3-pointer with 2:17 left in thethird by Hill and another bas-ket by Hill before Arcolastopped the run with a 3-pointer by Jackson Miller. An LSA scoreboard opera-tor error gave Arcola threeextra points after Miller madea pair of free throws. A 3-pointer by Miller and sudden-ly the Purple Riders had cut a14-point deficit in the fourthquarter to nine . However,Arcola didn’t get closer thanseven before falling by eight. LSA started strong, scoringthe first 13 points of the gameand when it was 6-0 Gisingerpurposely got a technical totry and fire his team up. Arcola got its first basket ofthe game on a 3-pointer byAldo Garcia. The Lions led 17-4 after the first eight minutes. The second quarter wasmuch better for Arcolal asthey scored the first sevenpoints of the second on athree-pointer by JacksonMiller, a putback by BradenPhillips and a pair of freethrows by Gerardo Alanisagainst the Lions man-to-mandefense. Arcola’s 11-4 run wasstopped by a basket by Collins.LSA led 25-16 when thePurple Riders cut the leaddown to four on a three-pointplay by Miller. The Lions led27-21 at the half. Arcola was led by Millerwith 24 points and Garcia with13, while Collings had 26 andHill 17 for the Lions. LSA outrebounded Arcola

41-31 and shot 47 percent to28 percent for Arcola, who fellto 7-8 overall and 1-1 in theLPC. The Purple Riders playedat Villa Grove Tuesday inanother LPC game. 
Arcola 51, 
Blue Ridge 22Arcola didn’t allow a fieldgoal until a basket by ZachLewis 10 minutes into the

game as the Purple Riders led12-3. The Knights, who fell to6-11, remained within ninepoints after a putback by ColinMichaels. Arcola put the game awaywith the final 14 points of thehalf, including six by Phillipsfor a 28-5 advantage at thebreak. The Knights, who beatCumberland 55-50 Friday,played a 1-2-2 zone defense. 

““We have seen that (1-2-2)a little bit,” said Arcola coachGreg Gisinger. “Dieterich ran ita little bit. Oblong-Palestine-Hutsonville ran it some and sodid Grayville although it was adifferent type, but they ran itkind of similar. I think we gotwhat we wanted. Jackson isshooting around 40 percentfrom 3 this year. He was off.So, we made an emphasis ongetting the ball inside to soph-omore Bradedn Phillips.Making him look to scoreinstead of looking to pass. Ithought he did a good job oflooking to score the basketballand being big inside and get-ting the ball in the middle atmid-post where he wanted it.Hats off to him. The guys gothim the ball. They understoodand that is what I like aboutthis team right now. Jacksondidn’t have his best night, buthe sacrificed that for the goodof the team and we got the ballinto Phillips more and let himkind of have his night. That iskind of who we are becomingand I think that is really goodfor the future.”Three Purple Riders led theteam in scoring with 23 byPhillips, 13 by Miller and 10by Gerado Alanis. Arcola led 44-15 after threequarters and the runningclock started with a 3-pointerby D. J. Stevens early in thefourth. Foul trouble stoppedGisinger from using full-courtpressure. Despite holding theKnights to a season low of 22points (previous low was 34)and holding Blue Ridge to 23percent shooting from the

Arcola downs Blue Ridge, battles No. 3 Decatur LSA

ARCOLA HIGH SCHOOL junior Gerardo Alanis (2) drives
the lane for a basket in the varsity game with Blue Ridge
played Tues., Jan. 3 in Arcola. Arcola’s varsity won 51-22.
Photo by Nancy Rairden.

ARCOLA HIGH SCHOOL junior Tyson Lewis (5) goes up
strong to the basket in the varsity game with Blue Ridge
played Tues., Jan. 3 in Arcola. Arcola’s varsity won 51-22.
Photo by Nancy Rairden. See BOYS on page 6

See GIRLS on page 6


