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SPORTS

AFTER THE GAME
Rt. 133, Arcola •  268-4141

GOOD LUCK PURPLE RIDERS!

THE CITY OF
ARCOLA
Good Luck
Arcola 

Purple Riders!

Good Food • Good Coffee • Good Neighbors
Order Online at:

www.broomtowncafearcola.com

Open Mon.-Sat.
6:30 am - 2 pm

Fri. ‘til 8 pm
130 E. Main St.

Arcola, IL
217-518-1022

221 E. Main, Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3885 • Toll Free: 1-888-543-3885

Our Family: Jeff, Lisa, Taylor & Beau Edwards,
Corey, Cara, Camryn & Cooper Roberts

I-57 & SR 133, Arcola • 268-3712

LINDENMEYER
INSURANCE AGENCY
A Compass Insurance Partner

Good
Luck Riders

& Employees
Arcola

Get Pumped Up Riders!

Huckstep’s
PROFESSIONAL HOME REPAIR

KEVIN HUCKSTEP- Owner 
Arcola, IL 61910 • Ph.: (217) 294-2232

Email - huck85@yahoo.com

406 E. Springfield Rd.,
Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3041

P.O. Box 100, Arcola, IL 61910 • 217 268-4911 • 217-246-6732
For more information contact: Jennifer Shafer
ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

& MAKE ARCOLA A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE

ARCOLA 
ALUMNI

ASSOCIATION
Once a Purple Rider
Always a Purple Rider!

1882 - 2023
Check us out at: arcolaalumni.org

Lisa Sappenfield
Boyer, CFP

Stan G. Boyer
102 E. Main, Arcola

268-3216
“RIDERS RULE”

Supporting good sportsmanship
throughout the conference.  Animal Health Care Center

531 E. Springfield Rd.
Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-4747

Emergency 840-7278

GO PURP!

Kimberly Livezey, DVM

111 W. Springfield Rd., Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-3014 • Mon.-Sat. 7:00-6:00, Closed Sunday

ARCOLA SPORTS SPONSORS
WHOSE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF ARCOLA SCHOOL

ATHLETICS MAKE THIS PAGE POSSIBLE

Thank You

www.arcolafb.com
217-268-4911

GOOD LUCK RIDERS!

Better Newspapers Inc.118 E. Main St., Arcola • 268-4950www.arcolarecordherald.com@ArcolaRecordHerald
The Thomas

Monahan Company
“GOOD LUCK RIDERS”

ARCOLA HIGH SCHOOL senior Reyli Vega (00) takes a
shot in the varsity game with Okaw Valley played Monday,
Jan. 9 in Arcola. Arcola’s varsity won 55-35. There was no
junior varsity game played. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

By Mike MonahanARCOLA – Mitchel Myers, asenior at Arcola, said compet-ing in track at the collegiatelevel has always been a dream. “I didn’t think it was possi-ble at the Division I level untilmy junior year when I startedgetting a throwing coach, "said Myers of Angel De LaSantos of Roxana. “I got acoach that analyzes every-thing and broke it down. Itwas just like ‘Wow, I can dothis in college and at theDivision I level. ‘It is crazy tothink about that.”Myers chose Indiana Statein Terre Haute, Ind. overIllinois State, Southern Illinois,Eastern Illinois and Drake. “Definitely the coachingstaff of Indiana State and all ofthe people there,” said Myerson why he chose theSycamores. “I bonded with theteammates really well and thecoaching staff is amazing.They treated me like their son.It was definitely the coachingstaff that drew me in.”Thursday is when Myerssigned his National Letter ofIntent in a ceremony thatstarted 10 minutes earlierthan officially planned. Still alarge crowd of students sur-rounded the table and posedfor a big photo around Myers. “It was really cool just tosee everyone that came out tosupport me,” said Myers, theson of Doug and JohnnaMyers. “It really just openedmy eyes on how many peoplehave my back. It is good to seein a community like this theycome out and support me. It isvery surreal.”As a sophomore Myers fin-ished 22nd in the IHSA statetrack and field meet by throw-ing the discus 125 feet. Last

year Myers was in both theshot put and discus. He fin-ished third in the discus at166-3 and was 19th in theshot put at 44-8. The last timeArcola had someone place inthe state meet in the discuswas in 1906 when HarrisonKnapp placed second. “I started working with himon Sept. 5 and he has made agreat amount of progress, “said De la Santos of the trackclub Universal Threaux. “Weare definitely excited for hissenior year. His shot put isgoing to surprise himself andeveryone else. The shot putwill actually help him in thediscus. That is why he hasbeen focusing on that a littlebit more. We are excited as hisdiscus numbers are going togo up a little bit because of theshot put.”Myers, who competes inclub meets in the St. Louisarea, did have a heave of 52-0at Principia College on Dec.11,, a personal best by fourfeet. “His weight training isgoing well and I am excited tosee what numbers he is goingto put up his senior year,” saidDe la Santos, who is helped byLia Tulua. Arcola is coached byTommy Eddleman, who waspresent along with formerfootball coach Nick Lindseyand Adam Reel, track coach aswell as Myers’ junior highcoach Bruce Manola. Myers has been in tracksince seventh grade. Indiana State has an enroll-ment of 8, 658 and competesin the 12-member MissouriValley Conference. “I met a lot of older throw-ers on the team and we bond-ed really well,” said Myers.

“Most of them are underclass-men or juniors and that was areally big thing to me.”The Sycamores are coachedby Angel Martin, who is in hersixth season as program direc-tor and head coach and 20thseason with the Sycamores.Martin is a 2002 graduate ofIndiana State. The throwscoach is BrandonBettenhausen, who is in hisfifth season and a 2011University of Wisconsin grad,who spent four years as thethrows coach at the Universityof Dayton before coming toTerre Haute, In. 

The indoor season runsfrom late January throughFebruary and the outdoor sea-son runs from late March tomid-May. Two other familiar namesare on the coaching staffincluding Brad Butler, whospent 11 years at EasternIllinois and is an EIU grad andson of Arcola graduate JeffButler. Riley McInerney, aCharleston grad and son ofJohn McInerney, a formerLong time Eastern Illinoiscoach and a volunteer atCharleston and member of theIllinois Track and CrossCountry Coaches AssociationHall of Fame. Last spring in the LincolnPrairie ConferenceTournament Myers won theshot put (44-10) and the dis-cus (147-8). Faith Frye, a Casey-Westfield grad, is a senior,who competes in the longjump and 60-meter dash atIndiana State as well asArthur-Lovington-Atwood-Hammond’s Layton Hall, asophomore distance runner. Jazzmine Hicks, a senior atCerro Gordo/Bement, will alsobe going to Indiana State nextyear in throws. She was partof the early signing group Nov.15. There are 52 on the men’sroster, including 13 seniors, orgraduate students. There are atotal of seven throwers on theroster, including two that arein their last year. “It is a blessing for sure,”said Myers of throwing at thecollegiate level. “Not a lot ofpeople get the opportunitylike this and I am very blessedand grateful for the opportu-nity and all of the support thatI have received.”

Myers fulfills dream, competing in track 
at collegiate level; selected Indiana State

ARCOLA SENIOR Mitchel
Myers signed his National
Letter of intent to compete
in track at Indiana State.
Photo by Mike Monahan.

High school boys basketball
FridayArcola at Argenta-Oreana Lincoln Prairie Conference Tournament, TBA
SaturdayArcola at Argenta-Oreana Lincoln Prairie Conference Tournament, TBA
TuesdayArcola at Argenta-Oreana Lincoln Prairie Conference Tournament, TBA

High school girls basketball
ThursdayArcola vs. Tri-County in Lincoln Prairie Conference Tournament semifinalsat Cumberland, 6 p.m.
SaturdayArcola at Cumberland in Lincoln Prairie Conference Tournament, TBA
MondayTri-County at Arcola, 6 p.m.

Junior high boys basketball
SaturdayArcola vs. Bement/Cerro Gordo at Salt Fork (Sidell), 10:15 a.m. seventhgrade Class 2A regional
MondayIf Arcola wins Saturday vs. winner of  Villa Grove-St. Matthew, 7 p.m. atSalt Fork (Sidell) in Class 2A seventh grade regional semifinals
WednesdayIf Arcola wins Saturday and Monday play in championship game of Class2A regional at Salt Fork (Sidell), 6 p.m.

Junior high volleyball
ThursdayUnity at Arcola, 6 p.m.
TuesdayVilla Grove at Arcola, 6 p.m.

Arcola Sports 
through Jan. 25


