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Try this easy pizza recipe for a quick and fun mealI crossed off another buck-et list item this past weekend.I made homemade pizza forthe first time. As you can tell,my bucket list is not veryexciting.I like to cook, but I'm notvery patient and I'm not superkeen on following all thedirections. I like to experimenta little in the kitchen.Fortunately, the pizzarecipe I found is easy and for-giving, so my little tweaks did-n't hurt anything. Plus, I thinkI found an easier way to makedinner rolls.The crust recipe is essen-tially a bread recipe, but it waseasier than most breads I'vemade. It only took maybe 20minutes to make the dough.The ingredients are simple:1 cup warm water (110degrees)1 (.25 oz.) package of rapid-rise yeast2.5 cups flour (bread or all-purpose)

2 tablespoons olive oil1 teaspoon salt1 teaspoon garlic salt(optional)Preheat the oven to 450degrees. You want to go aheadand do this first to make surethe oven is good and hot.Residential ovens are notgreat for baking pizza.Place the water in a bowland add the yeast and sugar.Mix and let it stand about 10minutes.Add the flour, salt and oiland mix well. Also add the gar-lic. The recipe didn't call forgarlic in the dough, but I saw itin another recipe, so I added itto give the dough a little moreflavor.I also didn't measure theflour, but I've made enoughbread that I can tell when it'senough. I did most of the mix-ing with a wooden spoon buteventually just stuck myhands in and kneaded thedough. If it's sticky, keep

adding flour, about half a cupat a time.When the dough is the rightconsistency, you can mold itinto a ball. I covered the bowlwith plastic wrap and let it sitto rise but only about 10 min-utes.Then I lightly floured thecounter and rolled the doughwith a rolling pin. The recipesays you can just press thedough onto an oiled pan, but Iwanted a consistent thickness.We have a round pizza panthat's perforated on the bot-tom, but you could use a regu-lar baking pan/cookie sheet.I placed the pan upsidedown over the dough andused a butter knife to cut thedough about an inch biggerthan the pan. I set aside theextra dough and rolled it tomake bread sticks. You couldalso use it to make a few cin-namon rolls or soft pretzels.I placed the round doughon the greased pizza pan and

rolled the excess over to makea thicker crust on the edges. Iused a fork to stab holes allover the crust. This keeps thecrust from forming bubbleswhen it bakes.I did not make my ownsauce. I used about half a jar ofsauce from the store. I spreadthe sauce around and thencovered it with a package ofshredded mozzarella and halfa package of shredded ched-dar. Then I covered that withpepperoni slices. You can useany toppings you want.I stuck it in the oven and put

the breadsticks on the upperrack of the oven. The bread-sticks were done in 15 minutes.The pizza needs to go 17-20minutes depending on howcrisp you want your pizza.That's all there was to it. Itwasn't the best pizza I've everhad but it was pretty good;better than some I've had inpizza restaurants. It was quickand easy, two things that areimportant to me.This would be a fun recipeto make with kids. I hadenough sauce and pepperonileft over to make another one,

so we'll have it again thisweek sometime.I think I'll use the doughrecipe next time I want tomake dinner rolls. I'll just addsome time to let the rolls risemore.As soon as the breadstickscame out of the oven, I coatedthem with butter to keep themsoft while the pizza baked alittle longer. At the table, I justspread butter on the sticks,but you can dip them incheese sauce, marinara orheat up some of the leftoverpizza sauce.On a scale of 1-10, I'd ratethe recipe a 10 for quick, an 8for easy (including cleanup)and an 8 for taste. I'm not sureyou can do better than thatwith a residential oven. 
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David Porter who can be
reached at porter@ramblin-
man.us. I'll try this recipe
again, but I won't be opening
up a pizzeria anytime soon.

By Peter HANCoCK
Capitol News Illinois

phancock@capitolnewsillinois.comSPRINGFIELD – AttorneyGeneral Kwame Raoul onMonday filed a petition askingan appellate court to vacate atemporary restraining orderthat was issued late Fridayafternoon blocking enforce-ment of the state’s recently-passed assault weapons ban.Raoul’s office filed the peti-tion in the 5th DistrictAppellate Court in southernIllinois, arguing thatEffingham County Judge JoshMorrison had abused his dis-cretion and the plaintiffs areunlikely to succeed in theirlawsuit, thus the restrainingorder was granted incorrectly. Morrison’s late Fridayorder applies to only the 800-plus plaintiffs in the case filedby Tom DeVore, the unsuc-cessful 2022 GOP candidatefor attorney general.“Although disappointing, itis the initial result we’ve seenin many cases brought byplaintiffs whose goal is toadvance ideology over public

safety,” Gov. JB Pritzker said ina statement shortly after theorder was announced.House Speaker Emanuel“Chris” Welch, D-Hillside, andSenate President DonHarmon, D-Oak Park, issuedsimilar statements withinhours of the judge’s decision.“We passed the ProtectIllinois Communities Act toget dangerous weapons off thestreet and create a saferstate,” Harmon said in a state-ment. “This ruling will beappealed. We look forward toour day in court to zealouslyadvocate for our neighborswho are weary of the gun vio-lence epidemic.”But the Illinois State RifleAssociation, which has filed aseparate challenge to the lawin federal court, applaudedMorrison’s ruling, saying theruling is “a clear indication”that Pritzker and lawmakers“rammed this law throughimproperly.”In his ruling Friday,Morrison sided with the plain-tiffs’ argument that there werelegitimate issues about

whether the law violates theirrights to due process andequal protection because itlimits most people’s SecondAmendment right to keep andbear certain firearms, while atthe same time exemptingsome groups of people fromthe law but not others.But Morrison also devotedmuch of the opinion to the pro-cedural shortcuts lawmakersused to pass the bill – shortcutsroutinely used in order to passlegislation quickly, especiallywhen the General Assembly isfacing statutory or constitution-al deadlines.In this case, the law’sunderlying bill, House Bill5471, passed through bothchambers in its final form dur-ing the final two days of thelegislature’s “lame duck” ses-sion earlier this month, withPritzker signing the bill thenight of Jan. 10.  At noon thenext day, Jan. 11, newly-elect-ed lawmakers were sworn inand a new biennial sessionbegan, meaning the processwould have had to start overafter that point.

A House committee heldmultiple hearings on the bill inDecember, but at that time thedraft language of the bill wascontained in HB5855.The Illinois Constitutionrequires that bills be read bytitle into the record on threedifferent days in each cham-ber, a process that would nor-mally take at least five days tocomplete. But at the tail end ofthe lame duck session, law-makers didn’t have that muchtime, so engaged in a com-monly-used maneuver knownas “gut and replace.”That means the Senate tooka bill that had already passedthe House – in this case, oneamending a portion of thestate’s Insurance Code dealingwith public adjusters – guttedit of all its content andreplaced that content with thelanguage of the assaultweapons ban. Then they sentthe “amended” bill back to theHouse for an up-or-down con-currence vote.“This Court finds that theDefendants unequivocally andegregiously violated the Three

Readings Rule of the IllinoisConstitution in order to cir-cumvent the Constitutionalrequirements and avoid pub-lic discourse,” Morrisonwrote.Morrison also said hebelieves the legislation vio-lates the Constitution’srequirement that bills be lim-ited to only one subject, unlessthey deal with appropriations,codification, revision orrearrangement of laws. Hesaid the assault weapon billviolates that provisionbecause it contains provisionsthat also relate to human traf-ficking and drug trafficking.The Illinois Supreme Court,however, has historicallydeclined to strike down legis-lation based on either of thosetwo arguments, ruling repeat-edly that if the speaker of theHouse and president of theSenate both certify that a billwas properly passed, thecourt would not second-guessthat decision.Morrison was just electedas a 4th Circuit judge inNovember. Prior to that, he

had been the state’s attorneyin Fayette County and wasamong a group of state’s attor-neys who sued the state tochallenge the constitutionalityof the sweeping criminal jus-tice reform law passed in2021 known as the SAFE-TAct.In 2020, during the heightof the COVID-19 pandemic,Morrison also wrote to Raoulto question the enforceabilityof Pritzker’s emergencyorders at the time. DeVorelater cited that letter as part ofhis 2022 campaign for attor-ney general.Editor’s note: This storyhas been updated to reflectthe attorney general’s latestlegal filings. 
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UPDATED: State preparing further
defense of assault weapons ban
Judge found fault with often-used legislative shortcuts

from left: Crystal ramirez, Jacey Kessler and makenzie thomas monday night versus tri-County. tri-County won the game 53-23. Photos by Nancy Rairden.


