
football and three years inbasketball. “He was a natural athlete inall sports,” said Larry Bushu,another classmate. “It wasunusual to have a freshmandress and start at linebackerin the 1950s. We had goodteams. I can’t say enoughabout him. The last few years(and previously) we enjoyedplaying cribbage and ginrummy. I have a lot of goodmemories of Jack.”One memory that Bushuhas is when he ran the DrugStore and he would be busyfilling prescriptions whilepeople waited for their cup ofcoffee.“Jack would step in andpour the coffee until I gotback,” said Bushu, who com-pared Fishel to the TannerThomas of those days. Fishel and Bushu were alsoon the same bowling team foryears and the Bushu andFishel friendship goes back totheir fathers. Bushu fondly rememberswhen he was with Ted Shieldsand Coon Sanders (all class of1956) and how it was a niceexperience to be togetheragain.“He was very loyal toArcola,” said RandyRothrock.”He was always pos-itive. One thing I alwaysnoticed about him was that healways respected the teams inthe conference. He had a lot ofgood relationships with peo-ple in other towns. It also did-n’t matter who we were play-ing, Jack always thought wewere going to win.”Jack Fishel was the spotterin the press box for footballgames for decades, includingmany with Bob Miller. “Some would say outside ofthe family Lou Baker was a biginfluence,” said Rothrock ofthe former Arcola football andbasketball coach. “He wouldrefer to Baker in a number ofsituations saying Baker wouldhave done it this way.”Fishel was voted into theArcola Distinguished Alumniin 2020, but due to COVID, thebanquet has not been held.

Fishel was a founding memberof the Arcola Alumni Board ofDirectors. “Jack and Lynda did thingsfor the school, the communityand individuals,” saidRothrock. “They were reallygood about taking a spouse,whose other half was sick, todo things with them. They arekind people that took care ofothers.” John and Florence MaryFishel moved to Arcolawhere Dr. J.V. Fishel openeda practice and had twodaughters, Mary and Carol(former Miss Arcola 1938).On Jan 20, 1938 John VirgilFishel, Jr. was born. “Many called Jack theGolden Child,” said Jeff Fishel.“On Jan. 6, 1960 historyrepeated itself as anothergolden child was born in JohnFishel (III). Little Johnny coulddo no wrong and that lastedalmost 85 years of Jack’s life.”Jeff Fishel went on to say,“During the end of a quarter ofhis life mom in a weakmoment, and Jack keeps smil-ing about this, decided yes, Iwill marry this man.Jack and Lynda Fishel weremarried Dec. 27, 1958. Theyhad three sons (John, Jeff andJim and two daughters (Amy(Fishel) Mueller and Allison(Fishel) Keller). “He was a mighty, mightyguy,” said Chrisagis. “Jackcared about everybody. If itneeded done Jack was alwaysthere. I just think Jack Fishelwas almost bigger than lifetype of guy. Always made youfeel welcomed and alwayswilling to help.”Jack Fishel was a two termalderman on the city counciland was elected mayor inApril of 1989, but resigned inNovember due to a potentialconflict of interest because heowned some land that wasbeing looked at for a potentialfactory outlet mall. “In the 1970s there were alot of great times,” said JeffFishel. “The No. 1 fan wear-ing the purple hat, purplepants, purple t-shirt, purplecoat-you could see him (JackFishel) in the stands or up inthe booth.”Chrisagis said Byron and

Jean Bradford would go on theMonahan Bus with Jack andLynda and Tim and JoanMonahan and others to aNotre Dame game. “They (Byron and Jack)were friends in high schooland they stayed that way,”said Chrisagis. “Jack neverknew a stranger and hetouched so many lives. Hislegacy on this community wasamazing.”Jeff Fishel added humor tothe service as in the eulogy hetalked about Jack saying “ Ifcats had nine lives then he lit-erally would have used up adozen cats.”He listed several instanceswhere Jack Fishel was in trou-ble, like he was shot in theback while hunting despitewearing an orange vest andtook in a jolt of electricity. “Has your boat in thePacific Ocean ever drifted intoforbidden territory and theMexican Navy drops down anAnti Aircraft with machineguns pointed at you; have youever liked music from a bandso much you were dancing onthe ceiling rafters ?,” said JeffFishel. “Have you ever beencooking hamburgers over anopen flame in the mountainsand a grizzly bear comes with-in 75-100 yards.”Jeff Fishel said, “My dadhad several businesses andhad rental property with PatMonahan as they were inbusiness together. I knew Iwas never going to get in therental business because theyhad me clean the apartmentswhen people left. TheMonahans meant the worldto him.”Jack Fishel loved playingcards with Tim Monahan andduring the holiday would havehuge card games. He likedfishing in New Orleans andhunting.”He missed his goodgolfing buddy DeeLindenmeyer and he loved

Tim and Joan Monahan. WithTim anything goes.”Jeff Fishel said in the lastdecade Jack was more inter-ested in hanging out in thecabin near Charleston wherehe would have a few bears andchew the fat.Jack Fishel became acatholic in 2018. “For Jack that was the dayfor him that he was veryproud of,” said Fr. Angel Sieraof St. John the Baptist CatholicChurch. “Now he felt fully con-nected with his family.”Jeff Fishel said, “My dadworked hard. My dad playedhard. He was a great provider.He was a good samaritan. Mydad was not perfect, but hewas a good compassionateman. He also strongly believedin Jesus.”Mueller said he was a gen-tleman first and foremost andhe didn’t complain. “When I was in high schooland even grade school he toldme numerous times if any-thing happened to me and Iam not here tomorrow I had agreat life,” said Muellr. “ I wasthe luckiest man in the world.The thought of him not beinghere was hard for a younggirl.. You never wanted to con-sider the thought that my dadwould not be with me. Herepeated that statement somany times. He was the lucki-est man in the world becausehe let us know that at everyopportunity.”Mueller talked about  notonly Jack’s love for Arcola, butall of the Fishel’s. “Arcola you are amazing,”said Mueller. “There is some-thing special about this com-munity and what an amazingcommunity this is. Whenaunt Mary (Jack’s sister)died, cousin Kevin read apoem called the dash. Dashas in born —death. Your lifeis in the dash. It would beimpossible for us to tell youeverything that we are think-ing about in the dash, but helived it. In the past years Ifeel like we have learned somuch and the grandkidshave earned so much.I feellike they are learning what isso special.  What is impor-tant-that would family; giveof yourself; it doesn’t matterif you are tired; there isnever a moment when it isokay not to be friends withsomeone. There is never amoment not to help some-one and dad was all that per-son. If you needed some-thing, call Jack.”John Fishel raised the pur-ple box, which had Jack’sashes in it and Jeff Fishel said,“A life well lived.”
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By Doris ElmoreThe Village of Atwood hashad two tragedies of youngpeople recently, KarenFennessy on Dec. 23, 2022,and Eian Urban on Jan. 20. Theloss of these residents, one 20years old and one 19, is upset-ting to everyone. Whether youknew them or not, it is difficultto understand.People continue to thinkthat nothing ever happens in asmall town. This proves thereis no small town USA any-more. Bad things happen, justnot as often as a larger town.According to AtwoodPolice Chief Rob Bross, onFriday morning, January 20,the body of Eian Urban, 19,was found lying in the 100block of West Central by thebackdoor of former business,Things Forgotten. A passerbysaw the body and called 911.There were no obvioussigns of trauma. Final causeof death depends on the tox-icology report, which willtake between 30-45 days,authorities said.. Rumors arefalse that another dead per-son was found at the ceme-

tery, or the body was foundby a youth on their way toschool.Eian’s mother is AnnaUrban of Michigan. When inAtwood, he lived with hisgrandfather, Art Urban, whopassed away on Dec. 17, 2020.This incident is beinginvestigated by the AtwoodPolice Department and PiattCounty Coroner’s Office.Additional information will beforthcoming as it is available.

Local teen found dead

in downtown Atwood

Eian Urban


