
Chili dinnerArcola Masonic Lodge 366 A.F. & A.M. willbe hosting a chili dinner fundraiser on Friday,Feb. 3 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the MasonicCommunity Center, 111 S. Locust St., Arcola.The dinner will include all-you-can-eat chili,peanut butter sandwiches and some deliciousdesserts. Door prizes will be available. Moneyraised will be used to support the Mason’scommunity service projects throughout theyear.
Quilters uniteQuilters are invited to gather Friday after-noons at 1 p.m. in the Arcola Center to sharetheir time and mutual interests with otherquilters. For information contact 217-417-1388.
Pantry needs spaceThe Arcola Food Pantry is in desperate needfor a larger building or a lot they can build on.The current location is overcrowded and hasgrown out of space to serve our clients. Anysuggestions or donations would be appreciat-ed. The Arcola Food Pantry serves the entirecounty of Douglas and has a lot of new clientseach week. If anyone has suggestions or ques-tions please call Janice Gee, Director for theArcola Food Pantry, at 217-962-1640.

Volume 156 — Number 38                                                                                                                                                                                                                     WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY 25, 2023

Birthplace of Johnny Gruelle, creator 
of Raggedy Ann & Andy$1.50 www.arcolarecordherald.com Serving Arcola since 1866

SBL Peace Meal makes improvements to services

Farm Bureau taking applications for Bateman scholarship

Remembering Jack Fishel
Former alderman and mayor leaves fond memories

The Douglas County AgCenter committee will onceagain be accepting applica-tions for the Dale BatemanMemorial Ag scholarship.Applications are due by Feb.20 to the Farm Business FarmManagement office inTuscola. Last year, the Ag Centercommittee voted to alsoinclude graduating seniors inhigh school. So for the 2023scholarship, county highschool seniors are encouragedto apply as well.Requirements for the Dale

Bateman Memorial scholar-ship are: 1) resident ofDouglas County; 2) course ofstudy is agriculture; and 3)and at least a senior in highschool as a student. Advanceddegree Ag students are alsoencouraged to apply.Previous scholarship recip-ient, Dr. Will Fombelle, DVM,encourages all students inter-ested in the field of agricultureto apply. “This scholarship hasassisted countless students intheir journey to receive adegree in agriculture, includ-ing me,” he said.

Dr. Fombelle grew up on alivestock farm north ofAtwood. He is the son of Reedand Joann Fombelle. Afterattending Atwood-HammondHigh School, Fombelle gradu-ated from Illinois StateUniversity in Animal Science.He continued his studies atthe University of IllinoisCollege of Veterinary Medicineand graduated in 2015. He is aswine veterinarian forCarthage Veterinary Serviceand is based out Teutopolis.His goal is to keep hisclients’ swine herds healthy

and profitable to ensure thelongevity of their farms. Willand his wife, Michelle, havethree young children.“My family was a greatinfluence for me on my inter-est and career choice in agri-culture, “ said Fombelle.“Being able to grow up on afamily farm gave me theopportunity to be surroundedby agriculture and to show methe wide array of opportuni-ties of the agriculture indus-try.”With a strong base as a 10-year 4-H club member,

Fombelle understands theimportance of agriculture -based organizations. He is cur-rently a member of theAmerican Association ofSwine Veterinarians and theIllinois Pork ProducersAssociation.“I really enjoy interactingwith my clients and their fam-ilies as I visit farms,” Fombellecontinued. “The agricultureindustry is enormous; but atthe same time, it is a tight-knitted community of people.”Interested students need tosupply grade transcripts,

resume, and information indi-cating career intent in thefield of agriculture.Applications may be mailed orturned in by Feb. 20 to: DaleBateman Memorial AgScholarship c/o East CentralIL Farm Business FarmManagement at 900 SouthWashington St,, Suite B —Tuscola, IL 61953.Applications must be sent tothis office.For more information, con-tact Dennis Ochs at (217) 202-2333 or Pat Titus at (217)202-5204.

SBL Peace Meal has maderecent additions to its servicesthat allow the staff to bettermeet the nutritional needs ofits clients.Peace Meal received addi-tional funds through theAmerican Rescue Plan Act(ARPA), which have createdmany opportunities to makeimpactful changes.From updating the atmos-phere of its congregate mealsettings to updating the mealsthemselves, Barbra Wylie,Peace Meal director, and herteam have made importantchanges to ensure clients’

nutritional needs are beingmet.The funds from ARPA werea real game-changer for PeaceMeal, Wylie said. “These grantdollars are allowing us to doenhancements to our servicesthat we are not able to do withour regular funding,” sheexplained.One recent change imple-mented, through the ARPAfunds, was making servingmaterials, such as plates andglasses, more appealing. Wyliesaid the visual aspect of eatingis very important, and in somecases, clients may not be inter-

ested in a meal if the food anddrinks are served in dull-col-ored plates and cups. To com-bat this, Peace Meal purchasedplates whose colors make thefood stand out, and nice glass-es for drinks, rather than serv-ing milk in cartons, for exam-ple.It may seem like a smallchange, but Wylie said itimproves how people viewtheir meal and are more satis-fied with eating it. “It reallymatters, and we see that thesethings are making a differ-ence,” Wylie said.Along with the improve-

ments made to the diningexperience, the Peace MealTeam now serves targetedsecond meals to some homedelivered meal clients whowere found to be most at-riskthrough the Nutritional RiskAssessment. The assessmentis used to evaluate all PeaceMeal clients, but those whoare most at risk of facingnutritional challenges thatcould negatively impact theirhealth receive these secondmeals to combat those chal-lenges.In addition, clients in somecommunities are receiving

fresh produce bags. Wylie saidfor seniors who can’t get tothe store very often, gettingfresh produce is challenging.With these produce bags,Peace Meal can make sureclients receive a variety offruits and vegetables, as wellas education on the impor-tance of those items.While targeted secondmeals and produce bags arenot currently available in allcommunities, Peace Mealhopes to expand those servic-es over time.Peace Meal receives fund-ing through various channels

for its regular expenses, butthe recent ARPA funds gavethe team a boost to offer evenmore to people who neednutrition services. SBL Peace Meal servesseven counties (Clark, Coles,Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar,Moultrie and Shelby), throughthree central kitchens inMattoon, Toledo and Oakland,as well as local vendors inBethany, Herrick and Paris. Intotal, the program providesapproximately 800 meals eachday.

By Mike Monahan“It’s been a great honor and privilege to bepart of this community,”said Jack Fishel inthe 2013 Broom Corn Festival edition in astory by Chris Slack in the Arcola Record-Herald. Fishel died Jan. 17 just three days short of his85th birthday. Mr. Fishel’s obituary can be found inthe B section of this week’s edition.“I never met anyone that didnt’ think the world ofJack Fishel,” said Marla Chrisagis, daughter of BryonBradford, a classmate of Jack’s. “It makes my heartsmile when I think of Jack.”Bradford was the center and Fishel wasthe quarterback at Arcola and Fishelstarted as a freshman at linebacker.He was a four-year starter in
See FISHEL on page 2


