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Daydreaming in the outhouse

“Not everyone that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall en-
ter into the kingdom of heav-
en; but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heav-
en. Many will say unto me in
that day, Lord, Lord have we
not prophesied in thy name?
And in thy name have cast out
devils? And in thy name done
many wonderful works? And
then will I profess unto them
I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity”
Matthew 7:21,22,23

Another cloudy day. We had
a little sunshine early. I was
dreaming of coming home
from work and how I would
wash pillows, throws, you
name it and hang it outside to
dry. Then I happened to look
at the north. I saw this big,
dark cloud bank rising out of
the horizon. It looked to be
full of snow. The good inten-
tions left me like air out of a
popped balloon.

How many of you heard it
thunder last night? And did
you see the lightning? It was

52 degrees on January 16 no
less!

I remember my dad say-
ing if it thunders in an empty
timber (meaning no leaves on
the trees) it will get cold. So??
How cold will it get?

Oh well, I guess as long as
our gas tank doesn’t run emp-
ty and we have plenty of cof-
fee and sandwich fixings, we’ll
weather it.

In one of our devotionals
this morning, we read about
back in the time when not ev-
eryone had electricity and in-
door plumbing. A little shack
out back served the purpose
for answering nature’s calls.

Our grandchildren, even our
children, missed out on the
“luxury” of ice wooden seats in
the winter and all kinds of four
and six legged, or even eight
legged critters to deal with in
the summer, to say nothing of
the stench, especially on hot,
humid days.

Toilet paper shortage was
no issue. As long as Sears and
Roebuck mailed their catalogs,

we were good to go.

And in the summertime,
providing the stench wasn't
too overpowering, you could
browse and daydream. [ soon
learned, though, that is does
no good to tarry out there long
enough for the dishes to be
done.

They were waiting for me
when I got in. And I'm won-
dering if I didn't hear them
chuckle. No, it was probably a
sister! Ha! Ha!

The first place I remember
living, I was just a preschool
tot, that outhouse had a small
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Drop off your tax documents and

pick up your returns right here at our
First Neighbor Bank, Arthur location.

Doing your own taxes?
Don’t feel beat-up.
Trust us to have you
feeling upbeat again!

Our team of tax professionals are prepared to
help you with tax notices and all of your
personal and business tax filing needs.

Fast, Professional, Accurate and Affordable.

Plus, we offer bookkeeping services to keep
you on-track all year long. Call or visit us today.

CASEY CHARLESTON NEOGA
918 IL-49 1830 Victoria Lane 223 E. 6th Street
(217) 932-4048 (217) 345-3010 (217) 895-3272

FirstNeighbor.com

s FIRST NEIGHBOR

TAX & ACCOUNTING

Tax and accounting services provided by First Neighbor Tax & Accounting are not FDIC insured.

119 S Vine St. | Arthur
(217) 543-2265

knothole in the door about eye
level if you were on the seat
and a little girl. Big sis Louise
would come out if | was on the
inside, and put her eye right
to that knothole. I always
screamed! It looked so posi-
tively SPOOKY!!

Too bad [ didn't have the
sense to cover up that hole.

Ahh, yes those were the
days!

I often wonder, what will
our grandchildren have to say
that they had to do or do with-
out back in the day. Kind of
sad, really.

Even on the farm, no more
scooping manure by hand, you
have a skid. No more carry-
ing bucket after bucket of milk
from the barn to the milk-
house in all kinds of weather,
you have pipeline, if by any
chance you milk, that is.

I'm not complaining. I like
our conveniences, our crea-
ture comforts, hot showers,
no frozen pipes, tool battery
powered stuff, but yeah, it
makes me wonder, are we los-
ing our work ethics? Are we
becoming too individualistic?

And yet we, as a communi-
ty still work together, in time
of need. We can depend on
neighbors, churches, families,
yes, we have many blessings.

Some changes are improve-
ments and some, you wonder.

But as far as our church ser-
vices, they remain basically
the same, which is something
I really appreciate. There have
been some changes, basically
just a different approach, may-
be adjustments made to ac-
commodate more people. But
one thing I do hope remains
and that is the church lunch.
I have no problem with occa-
sionally having a hot meal. But
I do hope, in my time, anyway,
homemade bread, mixed pea-
nut butter, and cheese spread
stays.

I don’t care how diverse the
rest of the menu gets, as long
as we still have our peanut
butter and cheese. It defines

us, it is who we are!

In closing---Today is life. The
only life you are sure of. Make
the most of today. Get inter-
ested in something. Develop
a hobby. Let the winds of en-
thusiasm sweep through you.
Live today with gusto. ***Dale
Carnegie

Ho hum—what recipe shall
it be this week?

How about this refreshing
lemon dessert.

Lemon Tart

1 cup sugar

% cup cornstarch

1 cup milk

3 egg yolks, beaten

Y cup butter

1 tblsp. Grated lemon peel

1 cup (8 0z.) sour cream

1 baked 8-inch pie crust

whipped topping

In a saucepan, combine the
sugar and cornstarch. Gradu-
ally add milk until smooth.
Cook and stir over medium-
high heat until thickened. Re-
duce heat; cook and stir 2 min-
utes longer. Remove from heat.
Stir in a small amount of hot
liquid into egg yolk; return all
to saucepan. Bring to a gentle
boil, stirring constantly. Cook

2 minutes longer. (mixture will
be very thick)

Remove from heat; stir in
butter and lemon peel. Gently
stir in the lemon juice. Cover
and cool completely. Fold in
sour cream. Pour into pie
crust. Refrigerate for a least 2
hours before cutting. Garnish
with whipped topping. Refrig-
erate leftovers (if any!).

CUSD 305

from page 3
meeting will be next week at
the high school. “I am hoping
to create some relationships in
moving forward and help bring
the community together as one
unit,” he quoted. Cheek said he
would report more after the
meeting had taken place.
Cheek finished the meeting
with a few celebrations. “Mr.
Coleman is back and is on light
desk duty. The three elemen-
tary principals are working
together in ways that were un-
expected and Mr. Foreman has
been doing great his first year,”
he said.

Local Teen Found Dead
January 20 in Atwood

By DORIS ELMORE
Staff Writer

The Village of Atwood has
had two tragedies of young
people recently, Karen Fen-
nessy on December 23, 2022
and Eian Urban on January 20,
2023. The loss of these resi-
dents, one 20 years old and
one 19, is upsetting to every-
one. Whether you knew them
or not, it is difficult to under-
stand.

People continue to think
that nothing ever happens in a
small town. This proves there
is no small town USA anymore.
Bad things happen, just not as
often as a larger town.

According to Atwood Police
Chief Rob Bross, on Friday
morning, January 20, the body
of Eian Urban, 19, was found
lying in the 100 block of West
Central by the backdoor of for-
mer business, Things Forgot-
ten. A passerby saw the body
and called 911.

There were no obvious signs
of trauma. Final cause of death
depends on the toxicology re-
port, which will take between
30-45 days. Rumors are false

EIAN URBAN

that another dead person was
found at the cemetery, or the
body was found by a youth on
their way to school.

Eian’s mother is Anna Urban
of Michigan. When in Atwood,
he lived with his grandfather
Art Urban who passed away
on December 17, 2020.

This incident is being inves-
tigated by the Atwood Police
Department and Piatt County
Coroner’s Office. Additional
information will be forthcom-
ing as it is available.
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THRIFT SHOP

1065 E. Columbia * Arthur, IL 61911 « 217-543-2421
Email: arthurmecthrift@gmail.com
Collectibles - Clothing
Shoes - Housewares - Books
Monday-Friday 10-4 » Saturday 10-3
Like us on Facebook: Arthur MCC Thrift Shop
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OIL SERVICE  AUTO PARTS

217-543-2711 217-543-3327
217-543-2722 217-543-3328
GOODSYEAR

Goodyear Tires

Self Serve Station Tractor/Auto Repair

+ Tile
« Laminate

COUNTRYSIDE FLOORING

NELSON CHUPP
551 E. CR. 300 N. - Arthur, IL 61910
Ph. 217-268-3669
5 1/2 miles east of Arthur 2 1/2 miles west of Arcola
South on Country Club Rd South on Country Club Rd.
Turn left at 4-way stop sign Turn left at 4-way stop sign
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¢ Pest Solutions, Ine.

207 N Oak Street ‘-,-.-Arrhur,IL619H

The Sentricon difference.
No more colony.
No more problem.

David Crist
217-543-2890

Dutch Valley Meats, Inc

+ Hickory Smoked Hams & Bacon o ";L:E;’
« Fresh Beef & Pork (7
* Freezer Bundles =

 Deer Processing

On the curve on Rt. 133 in Chesterville
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. * Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
(217) 543-3354
n www.dutchvalleymeatsinc.com

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Ryan D Kleiss, CFP®, ChFC®, CIMA"
Financial Advisor

250 5 Vine 5t Suite A

Arthur, IL 619111359

217-928-1058

edwardjones.com

Mowers * Generators ¢ Tillers

e Commercial & Home
Outdoor Power Equipment
¢ Sales & Service

eNTERPRISES

179 N. Spruce Street, Arthur
217-543-3681

WE KEEP TOU CUTTING= =

Charles Yost
217-841-1676
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gwlc@greenwavelanwcare.com
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TRIM WORK « REMODELING
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Howard Gingerich Arthur, IL

The Kitchen of Doris Yoder
Phone: (217) 543-3409

1 mi. west of Arthur on Rt. 133 to Road No. 1700 then South 3/8 mi.

Catering Large & Small Groups

Baking by order: Fruitcakes

+ Vegetable & fruit & meat pizzas ¢ Cheese & meat trays

Gift Shop
+ Cookbooks * Quilts * Rugs * Craft Items
My Own Line of Canned Pickled Items

LAWN KEEPER

Lawn Fertilization » Weed Control

Lawn Aeration & More

Insured
217-254-3596
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—COUNSELING -

Counseling for
children and adults

0f all ages.

*Insuranee Accepted

Gall for an appointment

www.mtzion.com

(217) 273-7339 (New Location)

Willis Diener ¢ 375 E. CR 700 N., Tuscola, IL 61953

YOUR ONE-STOP ALTERNATIVE HEATING SHOP

DOOR & WINDOW INSTALLATION & My Own Seasonings Rod Kennel 217-543-3003 11 Wt Hirraan See, Sullva, L 61851 P“une ?”'7?3'435H
VISIT OUR PARKVIEW
’ . . WOOD PELLETS
‘ WE BS ITE Vinyl Fencing & Decks ENVIRO BRICK £STD 2022
. . . je WOOD, COAL, PELLET, & GAS STOVES a— —
Poly - Vinyl - Aluminum - Cedar - Chainlink BOILERS, FIREPLACES, & INSERTS
\.-'ILL.E\GE OF Latest News... * Residential * Commercial * Industrial * Privacy et et e Steven Plank
Events... * Decorative ¢ Pool « Equine & Etc. :ﬁ?‘:ﬂ?::f::i‘::z':s 350 NCR475E -I-h -'- (
- Maps... Decking ¢ Cellular » Tongue & Groove * Cedar STALLGRID Arthur, IL 61911 Ompson [ee Lare
* Pergola’s ¢ Arbor’s * Screen Railing & More L RRlE misT LTI f‘_ f:;jg:::::
i Charlie Thompson (217) 714-0364

Owner/Operator

Ch_Thompson92@hotmail.com




