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SPORTS

By Mike MonahanARCOLA – For the first timesince the 2014-15 season theArcola girls’ basketball teamhas won 20 games (20-6).They did so with a dominatingperformance over Argenta-Oreana on Senior Night. TheLady Riders won 44-16Monday at Nancy StiffGymnasium in a LincolnPrairie Conference contest. “It is pretty exciting,” saidMakenzie Thomas, one of sixseniors that were honoredprior to the game along withtheir parents. “It has been for-ever since we have won thismany games. Our season  hasbeen going pretty well. Wehave had our ups and downs,but for the most part I feel likewe have been doing prettywell together.”The last time Arcola won20 games or more was whenNancy Stiff guided Arcola to a21-8 season. “It is my second to lastSenior Night so it is starting toget to me,” said Thomas. “Justseeing who came out to sup-port us for our Senior Nightwas really appreciated byeverybody.”Arcola coach Corey Robertssaid, “Twenty wins was one ofour goals at the start of theyear. Twenty wins is a suc-cessful season and we have atleast four more games and theregional.”Saturday Arcola used astrong fourth quarter indowning Marshall 45-41. TheLady Lions nipped the LadyRiders 52-51 in overtime inthe Dieterich HolidayTournament. On Jan. 28 Arcola used astrong second half to cruisepast Arthur Christian 65-35 ina non-conference game. The65 points is a season-high. It is the 12th time in thehistory of the program thatArcola has won 20 or moregames. The other seniors are ReyliVega, Alessia Menoud, EvaHopkins, Vanessa Condarco

and Emma Vazquez. “It is a fun group of kids,”said Arcola coach CoreyRoberts. “We will miss themfor sure.”
Arcola 44,
Argenta-
Oreana 16Arcola started slow andnever trailed against the 3-20Argenta-Oreana team,coached by Sullivan grad Nicki(Wickline) Hill. “Senior Night was fun,” saidRoberts. “We started five sen-iors and they played the first5:49 all together, which issomething that they had notgot to do this year. So, it waspretty cool.”Arcola scored nine unan-swered points, including fourby Thomas and a 3-pointer byKelsey Moore. The Lady Riders led 11-4after a basket by Kharma Gilesfor the Bombers. That is whenArcola took control of thegame with 19 of the last 21points in the first half startingwith a 3-pointer by JaceyKessler to end the first period.Kessler scored five of the firstsix points of the second quar-ter against A-O’s 2-3 zone,including a 3-pointer. Afterthe final 3-pointer of the gamewith five and half minutes leftin the half for a 23-4 advan-tage. Arcola played a 1-2-2 andfell back into a man-to-mandefensively. “We didn’t get a lot ofturnovers on the 1-2-2, but itslowed them down,” saidRoberts.”We had a lot ofinside-outside plays. We kindof struggled with layups as wewere not finishing around therim in the first half. Arcola led 30-6 at the half. “At halftime I told them to‘not worry about scoring 80points,”’ said Roberts. “‘Let’sbe patient on offense and flashwhen we need to flash. Do allof the little things. Whereasmost games you can’t focus on

that as much as anything else.Instead of just playing andgoing fast let's slow it downand get better.’”
Arcola 45,
Marshall 41Neither team led by morethan seven points in the gamethat had three lead changes. Arcola trailed 27-21 with1:28 left in the third after abasket by Marshall’s Adi Scott.Arcola outscored the LadyLions 12-2 over the next 4:07starting with the final basketof the third, a 3-pointer byHopkins. Hopkins opened upthe scoring in the final periodwith a basket. Marshall’sMarlee Heigton made a buck-et. Sisk made a free throw and

Kessler followed with a pair asthe Lady Riders took the leadfor good, 30-29 with 6:22remaining. Moore drained her thirdand final 3–pointer (she was3-for-5 from beyond thethree-point line) and Arcolaled 33-29. Marshall made it a one pos-session game on four differentoccasions, including 41-39with 2:53 remaining after athree-point play by LibbyMcFarland. Kessler madewhat would be the final fieldgoal for Arcola againstMarshall’s 2-3 zone and KaciSisk made 2-of-4 free throwsin the final minute for a sixpoint lead with 14 secondsleft.“Redemption was our main

thing,” said Moore. “Our firsthalf was our second lowestscoring in the first half(Cumberland was the lowest).At halftime we were reallytalking about how we need tomove the ball around andscore points and get us mov-ing.” Both teams started slow asthe first 9:52 they were a com-bined 3-of-25 from the field. Marshall led on three occa-sions by four in the first half,including 11-7 when Arcolatied the game for the first timeat 11 on a basket by Moore,who had 11 points. However, the Lady Lions, amember of the Little IlliniConference, scored the finalsix points of the half, includinga putback by Scott for the 17-

11 advantage. “We struggled early,” saidRoberts. “We were gettingshots we liked. They were justnot falling. I told them to keepdoing what we are doing. Wehit three 3-pointers in thethird quarter and Sisk startedrolling (scored 14 of her team-high 16 points in the secondhalf). Moore shot lights outfrom three and stuff startedfalling. Arcola was 8-of-15 fromthe field in a 9:26 stretch ofthe second half. “Coach kept asking us if wewanted to go out of our pressat halftime and everyone waslike ‘No’. Everyone wanted tokeep on going,” said Moore. Roberts said the 1-2-2didn’t turn them over much,

Girls win three straight games; 
earn 20th win on senior night

AHS GIRLS BASKETBALL - Junior Kelsey Moore (11)
goes up for an outside shot in a varsity game played with
Marshall at Arcola on Sat., Jan. 28. Arcola won over
Marshall 45-41. Photo by Nancy Rairden.

AHS GIRLS BASKETBALL - Junior Jacey Kessler (10)
eyes the basket in a varsity game played with Marshall at
Arcola on Sat., Jan. 28. Arcola won over Marshall 45-41.
Photo by Nancy Rairden.


